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Th^s document consists of 68 microcomput*er software 
package evaluations prepared by MicroSIFT (Microcomputer Software and 
Information for Teachers) Clearinghouse at the Northwest Regional 
Education Laboratory. There are 26 packages in. set 13 and 42 in set 
14, Each software review lists producer, time and place of 
evaluation, cost, ability level, subjedt, topic, medium, required 
hardware and software,' preview policy, instructional purposes and 
techniques, available documentation, instructional objectives and 
prerequisites, content and structure, estimated student time 
required, potential uses, major strengths and weaknesses, and 
additional comments. An evaluation summary rates each package on 21 
criteria. The titles in Sets 13 and 14 are as follows: Addition 
Logician; Anagramas Hispanoamericanos; Circuit Lab; Electronic Study 
Guide for Trigonometry;' Exploring Tables and Graphs— Level 1 and 2; 
Geoart; Geography Series— New England; La Corrida De Toros; 
Mission— Algebra; Mots Croises et Mot Secret; Number Farm; Osmotic 
Pressure; PLATO French Series; PLATO German Series; PLATC Spanish 
Series; Poker Parat; Practical Grammar— Complex Sentences— Ad jective 
Clauses; Practical Grammar Part I— Principal Parts of Verbs; Ratio 
and Proportion; Reading Adventure I; Savoir Ecrire; The Linguist; The 
Observatory; Trap-A-Zoid; U.S. Geography Quiz; Vocabulary Adventure 
I; Addition and Subtraction; Addition 6-10, Subtraction 6-10 and 
Addition and Subtraction 6-10; Andy and the Math-A-Sizer ; Bank Street 
Storybook; Basic Skills Courseware— Thi rd Grade,, Fifth Grade, Ninth 
Grade; Beginning Consonants and Ending Consonants; Buzz, Bang, 
Harvey; Creature Creator; Dinosaur Days; Early Learning 
Series— Volume I; English SAT II; Exploring Sorting Routines; 
Fay— That Math Woman; Foreign Language Series— Latin ; Fraction Fun 
with Fractaon -Man, Level 1; Grfeek Mythology; Learning about Numbers; 
Letters' and First Words; Hathematics Life Skills, Volxune 1— Money 
Manager; Mathematics Wprd Problems— Grade 1; Mind Benders Al, A2, and 
A3: Modern Biology Study Disk; Payroll System—A Business Simulation; 
Po^er l^isto; Practical v Algebra— Algebra Word Problems; Practical ' 
Geometry Series— Triangles; Preschopl Activities for Learning; 
Purchase Power; Reading Klooz; Santa Fe Trail; Spanish Vocabulary 
Game; Special Topics in Mathematics — Bases Other* yhan Ten; 
Spellagraph; Spelling Worksheet Generator; Sports Problems III; T. 
^^^^^:7 'Voyage of the Mimi — Introduction to Computing; Word 
'^B^nders— Phrases, xA-1; Word Benders— Similarities , C-1; and 
!Wordfinder. (JB) 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



BESTXOPY AVAILABLE" 



Addition Logician 

VErIiON: l.fl 
PRORUCER 



Minnesota Educational ■ 
Computing Corporation 
3490 Lexington Avenue, Korjh 
St. Paul, MN. 55112 / 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: FebruaryigSS by the staff 
and constituents of Region X ESC, llichardson, .Texas. 

roST: $43.00 

ABILITY LEVEL:' Grade 3 
SUBJErT: ^Mathematics 
TOPIC: Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk ^ . 

HEOUIR^D HAtlDWARE: 48K Apple H Family, one disk 
drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 

PIlE^^ilVi^WLfc Return within- 30 days of purchase in 

good condStion for full refund. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSEr Standard instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNI&UES: Drfll and practice, 

game, probleni solving. • 

D0CUMeI?TATI0N AVAILABLE: In Program - program 
qpfirating instructions In Supplementary Material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
prerequisite skills/activities, sampl§ program output,* 
program operating instructiorts. 

INSTRUCTIOTIAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To provide 
drill and practice with whole number addition. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) TKis 
package is 3rd in a series of 3 and is designed td be used, 



in sequence. The student must have prior instruction on 
addition of whole numjbers. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 1 
diskette, a backup dinette, and' a 29 page Support 
Manual. Addition Logician presents problems and 
motivating games ^which focus on Whole number addition 
concepts involving^regrouping. The problems are 
carefully sequenced according to difficulty, and records • 
are kept-o'f indi-vidual student performance. The programs 
in this package are The 'Fence Game, Zebug Nim, Three In 
A Row; Repeat After Me, and Race Tim^. 



ESTIM ATED ISqrUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
minutes per exercise. 



10 to 15 



POTENTIAL USES: The package is designed for third 
grade math students and can be used as a part of the 
"curt^culum for anv class studying addition in grades 2 
thrjHigh ^. 

M AJCTH STRENGTHS: The programs are sequenced on 
the diskette according to the level* of difficulty. The 
pacjca^e keeps records (mastery concept) on individual 
student performance, which are accessible throjughti 
management option.* Sound is used in each program to 
help motivate the student but can be turned off for use in 
situations where the sound is distracting. 

M'AJOR WEAKNESSF-S: None 

tDTHER COMMENTS^ The programs present drills which 
reinforce and rewar^orrect calculation of problems with 
an opportunity to piSv games which emphasize logic and 
problem solving. 
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EVALUATION SUMMARY 
•SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 












Content hti educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Contetu presentation is clear and logical. 












, Difficult/ level is appropriate to audience. i 












Gra?ph{cs/sound7co!or are uled appropriately. 1 












Use of package is motivatlotial. 




• 








Student creativity Is effectively stimulated. 
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• 




i 


Feedback is effectively employed. S 



SA A D SDNA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learnmg. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials arc comprehensivc. 












User support* materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently. 












Teachers can employ package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


• 










. Program is reliable in normal use. ! 



^^A-Strondv AKree A'AKree O-DiMKrcts SD-Stron»iv Oiuvrcc NA-N«i XrpiH^tfic 



Evaluators indicated that they would highly refeornmed this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

rontejit - 5, Instructional* Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics -'5. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97^04 

(503) 248-6800 



This evaluation is based on che evaitmctons o\ chree or mure rtHlewcn 
who are reprwenianve o/ poicntial users o/ iht? courseware pacfea<je« 

Permtssion to reproduce chis document is herebv granted. 
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Anagramas Hispanoaniieri<^anos 

VERSION: Apple, \m 

' PRODUCER: Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
■ ' 900 Broadway 

New York, r>jV 10003 

* # ' 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: 'February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 

COST: $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through post-secondary 
^ SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC:' Spanish 

MEDIUM OF TRANS'FER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple 11+ or He, 
one disk drive, monitor. , 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS, 3.3 
BACK-UP POLICY: Back-up available for $9.95 
plus $1 .95 shipping. 

PREVIEW POLICY: 30-day school preview 
(payment due 30-davs after invoice date) 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instrilctign, lenrichment, drill and practice. 
. INSTRUCTI0NAL*'^ECHNIOUES:- Drill and 
practice, ganie. « 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program -J 
student's instructions, program operating 



instructions In Supplementary Material 
instructional objectives, teacher^s information, 
student^s instructions, ' * s 

TNSTRUCTl6^NAL OBJECTIVES: ^STATED) This 
program is desi^^d to provide the student with a 
geograptjic reviefvv5of the countries and capitals of 
South America, Central America an<i th^ 
Carribbean. • 

INSTRUCTICVN^J. PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED)- Prior instructions on: the Spanish '\ 
names of countries and their capitals, and the 
history and geography of South and Central 
America, >\ 



CONTENT AND STRUjpTURE: The package 
contains 1 disl^ and 4 sheets of user^s instructions 
All instructions appee^r in English to assure the 
proper mechanical functioning of the program. 
T]he student is presented with a list of the v 
countries and their capitals for the chosen 
region. She/he is then shown a map of the < 
particular area on the right hand side of the 
screen, along with the name of eilher country or 
capital in scrambled form oh the^ left. The 
particular country the student is reviewing will 
appear as well on the left-ha^d side of the 
screen. The pronfipt will apJpear and the student 
will have to type in the correct spelling of the 



Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has educatioxul value. 










• 


Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of packaje is well defined. 












Package achieves defined pu^ose. 












Cotiten( prcsenution is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












jSraphics/sound/coIor are used appropriately. 










/ 


' Use of packace is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SAA d'^DNA 













Learner conirols rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior iMLminK. 












Learning can be geneniiized. ) 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












^Computer capabilities are used appfopriatelv 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-Stronjlv Mm A'-Attce 0-OisiKree SO - Sitonnlv Oiukkc - N.ii Appiujhlc 



FiValuators indicated that th^y would highly recomm<jnd this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) tofl' (Low) 

Content - 5, instructional (|haracteristics --5, Technical Characteristics - \. 
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Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portlan<i. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248*6800 
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This evaluation is bojcd on the evaluations o/ three or more revietvert 
who arc rcpreicniotive o/ potential wcrs u/ the courseware package. 

PermiJJion' to reproduce this document is herehv jjrarued. 
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Ajiafframas Hispanoamericanos, continued 

wqrd. (The definitive article *is used where it .is 
required in proper usage.) She/he has only one 
opportunity to answer -correctly. After the' 
5<^answer has been tvped in (including all 

af)propriate accents) and the ijeturn^fcey has bqen ► 
. presses?, appropria^te feedback is given, e.g. 
Fantasticol, Muv BienI, etc. or No, Las respuestaes. 

When the student answers correctly, the country ^ 
will.mov6 and reaipp6ar in itsbroper location on 
the map. 

Shoul'd the'^student^answer incorrec1;ly, the 
. country disappeaps from the map. (In the case " 
where capitals are being studied, the entire 
country appears on the Ipft. With a correct 
answer, a flasjiing light appears where the capital* 
is located. If incorrectly answered, the light does 
► not appear;) * ' } 1 

ESTIMATED S^TUDENT TIME REOUIREl^: 15 to 
30 minutes per class period. 

POTENTIAI, USES: To teach, review or reinforce 
the names of countries and capitals in Latin 
America. The program also provides practice in 
spelling and geographical location of Latin 
' American countries* 

MAJOR STREl^GTHS: The format of this 
program is excellept. Thfe graphics allow the 
student to learn geographical locations as well as 
names. The use of anagrams is helpful to students 
not vet familial^ with the material. The - 
record-keeping feature is helpful to a teachen it 
shows a student^s sdore and how4nany times 
jt sheAie played 

M Ajqa WEAKNESSES: It is confusing at first to 
have accent marks over random letters. in the 
anagrams* With continued use it is not as 
confiBjr^g. Students cannot correct their errors in 
a second try, they must play the game through or 
start over. , 



OTHER COMMENTS:. The program has a clearly 
stated, appropriately limfted objective, it meets 
the objective well. It offers a vast improvement 
over the standard map test: it is motivjiting^and 
effective. 



""l ^'orxhwcsrvRcfionil Educational Labonicorv 
C D 1 Avenue • Portland. Orcfon 97204 



This cva/udtion u bcued on chc evaluations of three or more reviexvers 
who are represetMative of potential users of the courseuMxre packai^e: 

' PcrmiMion lo reproduce ihw dotument is htrehs tranced. 



micro jSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Circuit Lab 

VERSION: Atari 
PRODUCER: 



Mark Davids 
21825 O^Connor * 
St. Clair Shores, MI 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1984 by staff 
and constituents of Northwest Regional *l 
Educational Laboratory, Portland, Oregon, and 
the- Illinois Vocatioin Curriculum Cei/cer, 
Springfield, Illinois, ' " 

COST: $30.00 (including postage and 
handling) 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 8 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: „ Sciences 

TOPia Physics, Physical Science, Electricity 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4" disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Atari 800, 810 disk 
drive, joystick, and monitor. Also available for 
48K Apple II+, He, or He' 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: BASIC language 
cartridge or Applesoft. 



The cnma used (or ths evaluanon have been custumtzed to Utcommixiare SCIENCE c«iir\eii<ir«? 
0 I * ■ 



INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSR Standard 
instruction, enrichment. ■ 

INPTRUCTIONALTECHNIQUES: Simulation, 
problem solvijig. , 

SCIENCE PROCESSES INVOLVED: Organizing, 
information, decision making, interpreting 
information.' 

SCIENCE CONCEPTS INVOLVED: Cause-effect, 
model, replication, change, field, validation, 
equilibrium, interaction, invariance, system. 



4808O 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
'''prerequisite skills or activities, sample program 
oiitpi/t, student's instructions. In supplementary 
materials —Suggested grade/ability leveKs), 
instructional objectives, prerequisite skills or 
activities, sample program' output, program 
oper"ating instructions, student's instructions, 
teacher's information, student worksheets, and 
follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
learn .the fundamentals ol^ D.C. electrical circuits. 

\ 



commted on back 
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EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SD NA 



• 










Content is accurate. 












Content represents current knowlcd(se of subject* 




# 








Science issues presented objectively. 


m 










Content has educational value. 












Sciencu processes well integrated into package. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presenta^on is clear and losical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audienci. 


m 










The package makes good use of computer time. 




*< 








Graphics/sound/color arc used appropnately. 


• 










Use of package is motivational. . 



SA A b SDNA 













Student creativity is ifstfectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively employed. 


• 










Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior (earning. 












'naming can be generalized. 










• 


User support materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials arc effective. 












Package components arc durable. 


• 










Information displays are etfecdve. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. ' 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA" Strongly Agree A-Agrce D-Disagree SD Strongly Disagree NA - Not Applicable 



Evaluators judged that the cost of the package was reason^le conVpared to its instructional value, 

V " • ' 

Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommehd this package. 
** • 

Summary: Scale frotn 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 5, Instrubtional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



aAS ^^O'^^w^^ Rcfionil Educational Labontory 
iXW 300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97204 
(503) 248*6800 



This t^xtiuanon is based on the evalxtations of three or more reviewers 
who are representative of potenual users of the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby granted^ 
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Th cnt^w used {or thk tivaluatton Ljve teen customised to accommodate SCIENQE courseuam. 



Circuit Lab, continued 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Students need a knowledge of high 
school algebra. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: a'his proptfin"* 
allows the student to build electrical circuits on 
the monitor screen t^y following a few basic rules ^ 
of electricity. Using a joystick, the student 
learns to work with series, parallel or combination 
series/parallel circuit layouts. 

POTENTIAL USES: This program would be good 
for any course that covers elementary DC circuits 
(parallel, series, mixed). It could be used for a 
pre-lab or in place of a lab. If used in conjunction 
with a large monitor, it coulci also be used as a 
classroom demonstration- of [circuits construction. 
It could also be used a§ a test to see if students 
set up the circuit after they had studied other 
inateriaL 



ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: This 
program would require 6 to 12 hours for mastery, 
bu^ may be done in 20 minute segments. 
/ 

M'AJOR STRENGTHS: The students receive 
immediate feedback for their responses and have 
control over their pacing. The overall simulation 
is done welL The graphics enhance the program. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES; The High School version ' 
of the package contains few teacher support 
materials. It would be an asset to have practice 
materials to do evaluations of the students' 
understanding. Additional teacher^materials are 
available upon request from the author. The 
Junior High version contains extensive support 
materials. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Although it is possible to 
construct a circuit improperly and even create a 
short circuit, it wiould be helpful to let students 
wire the components incorrectly so they could see 
the results and not make the same mistake in a 
real lab setting. For example, it is not possible to 
connect the volt meter to the wrong pol^ of the 
battery. This package was formerly marketed 
through Atari Program Exchange (APX). 



ERIC 



Northwest Reiioiul Educational Laboratory 
00 S.V/. Sixth Avctxuc • Portland. Oreton 97204 
503) 245-6600 
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This evaluation is based on the esfdnations of three or more mvieweri 
who are representative of poienti^ xiSers of the courseware pockmrc. 

Pecmissian to reproduce this document is hereby granted. ' 
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Electronic Study Guide for Trigonometryj 

Trigonometric Graphing 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



VVadsworth Electronic 
Publishing Conipany 
10 Davis Drive 
Belmont,' 94O02 

EVALUATION COMPLETE!): January 1985 by the 
staff and consjtituents of Glackamas Educational 
Service District, Milwaukie, Oregon. 

COST: $49.95 ^ 

ABILITY LEVEL: U through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Trigonometry 
MEDIUM OF TflANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple n,JI+, Ue, & lie, 
one disk drive, monitor (color preferrea).\Also 
available for IBM PC, Commodore 64 and Atari 80O. 
J^EQUIRED SOFTWARE: D0SJ.3. . 
INSTRUCTIONALjPURPOSE: Standard instruction, 
remediation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: TutorialT drill 
ana practice. ^ * 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program and 
Supplementary Material — instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:* (STATED) To 
sketch the graph of the trigonometric functions. To 
use the identities involving trigonometric functions 
of (-t). Tq know amplitude, period and phase shift. 
To-use the addition of ordinates technique. To be 
able to solve right triangles and applied problems 
invplving right triangles. To know the defimtidn of 
harmonic motion and be able to describe motion 
when it is expressed as simple harmonic motion. Yo 
be able to plot points on a polar coordinate plane, 
draw a graph of a polar equation and change - 
between polar form and rectangular form of 
equations. ^ 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) 
Algebra II and/or completion of the concepts 
^covered in disks I and II of*the series. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 disk and a 45 page User's Guide. 

Trigonometric Graphing is the thira in a series of 
six diskettes that make up the Electronic Study 
.Guide for Trigonomet»y Series. Other packages in 
the series include Getting Ready for 
Trigonometry, Trigonometric Functions, Analytic 
Trigonometry, Oblique Triangles ahd Vectors, and 
Complex Numbers. 

^ ^ Continued on back 

1 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDN A 













Concent is accurate. \ 












Concent has educational value. | 












Concent is free of stereotypes. . 












Pq^oie of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Contenc prcsenucion Is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficuiryr level is appropriace co audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropdacely. 




• 








Use of package is motivational. 












Student creativity is effectively scimulaced. 




• 




t 




Feedback is effeccively employed. 



SA A D SO NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruccion incegraces with prior learning 


• 










Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive 




• 








Oser support materials are etfeccive. 












Information displays are etfective. 




• 








Usen can operate easily and independcndy 




• 








Teachers can employ package casiiv 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriacclr ^ 




• 




1 


Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommend thi^ package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



O f^SI Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory , ^ 

FRir" 300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon ±0 

h y C503) 248^800 



This *:vaiuation ts based tin the evaluaciuns of chrecf or mure rrt ietcm 
who arc represttntatwt: of poeentidi users of the courseware pavka^e 

PcrmiSiion to reproduce thi5 document is hcrehv j^ranted ^* 
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Electronic Study Guide for Trigonometry: 
Trigdnometric Graphing, continued - , • 

This disk contains five interactive tutorials 
entitled Graphs of the Trigonometric Functions, 
Trigonometric Graphs, Additional Graphical , 
Techniques Applications, and Polar Cpordinates. 
Also included are instructions to the* user and a 
Function Plotter for revjew, practice apd 
experimentation* Help screens are available in 
the tutorials that pr43vide examples, rules, 
guidelines and explanations of the, concepts 
• covered. 

^ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED; 
3 hours total'but can be completed in 30.minute 
sessions* ^ 

POTENTIAL USES: This program is designed to 
supplement classroom instruction. Students can 
use the Study Guide for additional practice andv 
review, as well as self-study al6ng with any 
standard tri^onmetry text. The package also has 
the potential for use as a classroom 
demonstration of the trigonometry concepts* 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package is very, 
complete and covers all special cases very well* 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The examples used are 
very basic* Few challenging problems are given* 

OTHER-COMMENTS: This package cannot be 
used asi a stand alone exerlzise. 




^ '^'arthwcat Refionai Educational Laboratory ^ "I *2 This evaluation is hoitd on the evalmttans 0/ three or more reviewers 
CD I/^"'^ Avenue • Portland. Orcfon 9720^ who are representative of potential users 0/ the courseware packctte 

ummimmmiM Permuiion to/eproauce ihis document s hereby fnintea. 
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The cntena us<:d tor (hi), ^iduanan haie Ixm antumzcd toiKcommi-lui: SCIENCE <."i<> . inr..-" 



Exploring Tables and Graphs 

Levels 1 and 2 < 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



Weekly Reader Family Software 
Computer Software Pivision 
Xerox Education Publishing 
245 Long Hill Road 
Middletown, CT 06457 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: January 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of Jefferson County 
Schools, Lakewood, Colorado. 

COST: $gr4.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 6 
SUBJECR Mathematics, Sciences 
TOPIC: Graphs 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple n+ or He, 
one disk drive, monitor. Printing a graph which 
has been constructed using this program requires 
a printer with graphics capability and an interface 
card containing an Apple High Resolution screen 
dump program in ROM. 
REQUIREP SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 



INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction ^ 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial, 
gape, problem solving, productivity tooL 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
student^s instijuctions In Supplementary Material 
— suggested grade/ability level, program 
operating instructions, student^s instructions, 
student worksheets, textbook correlation, 
follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED)- 
To provide an interactive tutorial on the use of 
picture, bar, pie and line graphs. To provide a 
tool for constructing picture, bar> pie or line 
graphs of a given set of data. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) 
Reading at about third grade leveL 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package . 
contains 1 disk and a 32 page User^s Guide with 
extra activities, 12 practice sheets an<3 a vinyl 
binder. Exploring Tables and Graphs 'm^oti vat es 

continued on back » 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SD NA 



• 










Content is accurate. 


• 










Content represents current knowledge of subject. 




• 








Science i^ues presented objectively. 


• 










Content has educational value. 




• 








Science processes well integrated into package* 


• 










Content It free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of packaxe is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves deHncd purpd^. 




• 








Content prdenution is clear and logical. 


• 










Difficulty level ii appropriate to audience. 




• 








The package makes good u$i of computer time. 




• 








Graphic3/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivational. 



SA A D SDNA 













Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback Is effectively employed. 












Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Lcamfng can be generalized. . 












User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials are effective. 






• 






Package components are durable. 


• 










Information displays are effective. 






• 






Users can operate easily and independently. 




• 








Teachers can employ package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA- Strongly Agree A-Ajrec D-Dltagree SD - StronRly Disagree NA - Not Applicable 



ERIC 



Evaluators indicated the cost of the package is reasonable compared to its instructional value. , 

V 

Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to I (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4* 
■.■^ V. 



Northwest Refional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248*6800 



IP 



This evdiuatton is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewm 
who are representative of pocentiai users of the coursemue packatte 

^ PermiMion co reproduce this document is hereby grantsd. 
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The cntena uskdfor this evduaaon have been ciatomted to ^commodate SCIENCE counewm. 



Exploring Tables and Graphs, continued 

the student to learn about picture, bar, pie and 
line graphs by graphing the data gathered from 
the results of an interactive game. Examples on 
animals, football stars, satellites and more, 
illustrate how data is used to make various kinds 
of graphs. The second side of the disk contains a 
graphing productivity tool program which allows ' 
the user to construct and print picture, bar, pie, 
or line graphs-of a given set of data. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Considerable time is needed to run through a 
comprehensive presentation of tutorial and 
interactive aspects of the program. yExamples and 
games can be completed in one period each. 
Creating tables and graphs require extended 
periods of time for thorough understanding. 

POTENTIAL USES: To enhance use and purpose^^ 
of tables and graphs. To enrich regular objectives 
in public schools curriculum. To fully explore 
tables and graphs through inputting/editing data, 
and designing/changing graphs. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: All types of graphs are, ' 
covered with content directly related to 
curriculum. This program is informative and 
motivational and gives examples using appropriate 
illustrations of tables and graphs. The learning 
processes are stimulated through games and 
graphics. The guide is comprehensive and 
provides clear and concise directions. The 
program is easy to use and students can "go back" 
at any time. It has good remediation and 
transition between levels. This program also 
contains suggestions for further exploration. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: There is a need for 
better technical documentation, especially in the 
use of graphic printing. However, in later 
releases of the package a sheet entitled 'Printing 
With Exploring Tables and Graphs' has been added 
which explains the printing requirements and 
procedures. 



When using an Apple lie, sometimes caps lock key 
must be depressed, sometimes it does not. The 
"make graph" sjde of the disk was difficult for 
students to use'and understand. The fact that the 
"Learn About" side of the disk cannot be multiply 
booted is a drawback in '^budget minded" schools. 
The "Make Your Own" side of the disk can be 
multiplied. But the help screens and alternate 
•picture sets are unavailable. The print graph 
feature does not support many of the common 
printers and interfaces available in schools. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Students need an easy to 
use set of directions that can be placed near-by 
the computer. When students encountered 
difficulties, they became frustrated. 



Ieric>8^ 
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Geoart 



0 



VERSION: Apple 

I 

P RODUCER: Ventura Educational Systems 
3440 BrokenhiU Street 
Newbury Park, CA 91320 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by the staff 
and constituents o/ jlegion X ESC, Richardson, Texas. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Mathematics/ Art 
TOt^IC; Geometry/Art ^ 
M^IUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple JI, U+, or He, 
one disk drive, monitor (color preferred). 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft in ROM. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE; Remediation, standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
game. 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLfii dtn Program - program 
operating instructions In Supplementary Material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
program ot>erating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To develop 
an understanding of concepts in geometry and art. To 
provide piWice with; the names and characteristics of 
geometrjd figures, finding the area and perimeter of 
common geometric figures, and drawing the results of 
rotations, reflections, and transformations of geometric 
figures. 



\ 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) Prior 
instruction on the concepts outlined above. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE This package contains 1 
diskette and a 10 page manual. GEOART is a collection 
of programs that provide qomputer assisted instruction 
for developing an understanding of concepts in geometry 
and art. The learning system includes: a Shapes Game for 
learning the names and characteristics of common 
geometrical figures; Perimeter and Area Drills; a Drawing 
Game which allows the user to draw a figure and then 
rotate, reflect and transform the figure; and the Designs 
• program which allows the user to experiment with a 
variety computer graphics utilities. 

lismmATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 10 to 15 
minutes a session. 

POTENTIAL USfeS^Individualized drill and practice or 
review for students at many different levels. The 
package is appropriate for use with remedial students as 
well as talented and gifted students. < 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Can be used at several grade 
levels.in reviewing the characteristics of common 
geometric figures and calculating the perirneter and area. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program wiU not let the user 
continue when incorrect answers are given. Some 
students find this frustrating. Figures are not drawn 
accurately, (i.e. a figure labeled a square appears to b4 a 
rectangle). The documentatioij lacks information which 
would facilitate classroom use of the package. 



1 



EVALUATIuW sirMMARY 
SA A D SD NA 







• 






Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has education^i value. 










^ 


Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 






f 


Purpose of packaee is weil detined. 






• 






PaClc^CC^chievcs defined purpose. 






• 






Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropfiacely. 






• 






Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be gcncraliied. 






• 






User support materials w comprehensive 












User support materials are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




e 








Users <fan operate easily and independentlv. 




• 








Teachers can employ package easily. 






• 






Computer capabilities are used appropriaicly. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal u$c. ' 



$A -Suonclv Actcc A-AvK 0-OiUKtce SD- Mroniely Oiujirce ^IA - Vpriujhlr 




Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. (Note changes under weai<nesses.) 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) * 

Content - 3, Instructional Chara cteristics - 2, Technical cHaracteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Uboratory 
100 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Orrgnn «)7204 
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Thts evaludiion li hosed on the ^xaluatums o/ ihrt'e *»r mun *rvu'tir(*r\ 
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Geography Series: New England 



VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: InteUectual Software 
7 98 North Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUATION COiMPLETED: November 1984 by the 
staff and constituents of Connecticut Department of 
Education, Hartford, Connecticut, 

COS'R $29.95* N ew England is one package in a series 
of seven similar packages covering different regions of 
the United States.. Other packages in the series include 
Middle Atlantic, Southeast ,4!Hd west, Deep South, 
Central; and Far \\fest Regions. The entire series is 
available for $195.00. • >i 

ABILITY LEVELr Grades 7 through 9 
SUBJECT: Social Studies 
TOPIG Geography 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, n+; fie, one disk 
drive, monitor, (printer optional). Also available for 
IBM PC or IBM P Cjr and Macintosh. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE- DOS for IBM version. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE* Standard instruction 
INSTRUCTION AJL TECHNIQUES: Drill aitd practice, 
tutorial, and record-keeping. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program — - 
student's instructions InSi^pplementary Material — 
instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, teacher's information. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 
To provide the student with short tutorials that 
emphasize the relationships between countries or states 
and geographical features. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Prior instruction 
on the geography of New England. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
one disk, a ten page manual, and a small. road atlas of 
North America. The prograin provides tutorial and drill 
on the important geographic, economic, and' 
demographic features of Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island. There are 10 different modules. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
2Q to 30 minutes per mt}dule. 

POTENTIAL USES: Individual driU. 

* MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program has a useful 
record-keeping feature. It tracks the number of 
attempts and percent correct for each module. The 

* records- can be printed at a later time. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The tutorial is poor in that the 
student reads a brief statement and answers 3-5 
questions. There are grammatical errors in the 
statements. The student can get a correct answer with 
only a (return). There is no branching or opportunity 
for a second attempt at the answer. The program is 
very flat, lacking graphics and motivational features. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content U accurate. 




• 








Content has educational value. 












Content is fite of stereotypes. 




• 








PufTosc of package is well defined. 






• 






Packaie achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content prcsenution is clear and logicaj. 




• 








Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 






• 






Graphic5/sound/color are used appropriately. 






• 






Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effccdvely employed. 



SA A DSD NA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequen^ce. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials^re comprehensive. 












User support materials arc effective. 






• 






Information displays are effective.'*' 












Users can operate easily and independentlv. 












• Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. j 



SA-Sifontlv A»rt« A-Atrec D-DlMgree SD-Stronfh Disaxret N.\-Noc Xrpluable 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. * . 

*^ 

Summary: STeale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) ' 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 2. 




Northwest Rcgfional Educational Laborator\ 
300 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 9720 
(503) 243-680O 
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La Corrida De Toros 

VERSION: Apple, 1983 



\ 



PRODUCER: Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
; 900 Broadway ' ;* 

New York, NY 10003 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituent^ of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. ' 



COST: 



C 

$29.95^ 



ABILITY LEVEI^: Gpades 3 through 12 
SUBJECT: Languages- ' . 
TOPIC: Spanish 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple n Family, 
one disk drive, monitor. Also available for the 

TRS-80 Models I, HI, and IV. = 

BACK UP-POLICY: Back-u{) available for $9.95 
plus $1.95 for shipping. 
PREVIEW POLICY: 30-day school preview 
(payment due^O days after invoice date). 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, 'enrichment . 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, drill 
and practice. 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
instructional objectives, sample program output 
program operating instructions, student's 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. 


• 










Content hai educational value. 










• 


Content is free^of stereotypes. 


• 










Purpdsc of package is well defined. • 












Package achieves defined purpose. 


• 










Content presentation is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 


• 










Graphics/sound/coior are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivational, 












Student creativity is effectively stimulated. • 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 





instructions. In Supplementary Material — * 
instructional objectives, sample program output, 
program operating instructions, teacher^s 
information, student's instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) ;Fo 
build and reinforce knowledge of spelling and 
vocabulary by guessing words within categories. \ 

^INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES:' 
(INFERRED) Basic reading sl?ills. 

V 

CONTENT A--ND STRUCTURE: The package 
contains 1 disk and 4 pages of teacher 
instruction. The program is d Hangman Gam? — 
Spanish style. Save the matador by correctly . 
spelling the word— and the crowd will cheer youl 
Spell it incorrectly and the charging bull wili be 
^he-victor. Five different topics contain hundreds 
of words, 01 two levels of difficulty. Includes a^ 
vocabulary review and matching exercise for each 
category. The words missed are reported at the 
end of a session. A text editor enables the 
teacher to enter his/her .own vocabulary words. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME rIsQUTRED: 1-3 
hours per section in 15-20 minut^ periods. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package^is best used to 
reinforce and review vocabulary in the five areas: 

^ Continued on back 
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• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. " ' ' 






• 






Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








- Us«r support materials are comprehensive 




• 








User support materials are effective. 


• 










Information displays are effective. 


• 










Users can operate easily and independently 




• 








Teachers can employ package casilv. 




• 








Computer Capabilities are used appropriatclv. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA 



Strontiv A^rcc A^A^ree O-Oiuxree - stronj?{\ Uiw^rcc NA - Not Appluabk 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) i ^ 

Content -.4, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



Northwest Rcgiqaal Educational Laboratory ^ r% 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 X O 
(503) 248.6800 



This eva/wation is based on ihe e\;aluanons ot three or more revietucrs 
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LaOorpida Oe Toros, continued 



en la escuela: dias, meses, tieqipo; en casa: poner 
la mesa: profesionesy oficios, 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The majon strength is the 
choice of content: the four word lists are useful 
and appropriate. The proKram is easy to use and 
the graphics are excellent* The use of the 
packag:e is worthwhile if the format is followed: 
study the word list, take the matching quiz, and 
plav the Hanpman garne^ 

MAJOR WEAKNf ESSES: The program encourages • 
random guessing and does r^ot use context clues. 
The bullfight animation is Used too often: students 
- get bored watching it after each answer.. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Two objectives are 
intermixed: (1) vocabulary (choice of a word in a 
category): and (2) spelling Spanish words. The 
program is weak in aiding students in word choice 
(obi. * 1). This could be strengthened if th'* 
student were to identify the words completing a 
sentence. An incomplete sentence could appear 
as a hint after 2 or 3 err^^rs are made. 



T 




A 



ERIC 
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Mission: Algebra 



VERSION: Apple 

PRODUrER: . Desi^.Ware 

/* 185 Berry Street 
vSan Francisco, CA ' ^0.7 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: ^January 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of Clackamas 
Educational Service District, Milwaukie, Oregon, 

COST: $44.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 8 through 'post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Algebra 

MEDIUM 01^ TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple lie, He & II+, 
1 disk drive, monitor. Also available on the 
Commodore fi4, IBM PC or PCjr (64K) and Atari. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction ' < 

INSTRUCTIO N AL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, game. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - ' 
orogram operating instructioas In Supplementary 
Material — suggested grade/ability level, 
instructional objectives, prerequisite 
skills/activities, sample program output, program 
operating instructions, student's instructions. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: fSTATED) To ' 
provide practice/solving linear equations; To 
learn how to determine the equation of a line, 
solve for **v*^and plot coordinate pairs on a graph. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
The student miist have been already introduced to 
working with negative numbers, using variables (X 
and Y), combining like terms, the distributive 
axiom, multiplication and division rules, 
factoring, and graphing ordered pairs of numbers 
in a coordinate plane (including plotting points 
and drawing a line on a gr^h). The stu^fent need 
not have mastered all of these concepts, but 
should have been introduced to them. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 di^ and a 24 page User^s Guide. 

Mission Algebra is a tool for practicing solving 
liqear equations. Th^ program automatically 
generates thousands of linear algebra problems, 
plus' generates problems based on points you plot 
on the map.' It provides instant feedback on the 
correctness of each step taken, regardless of the 
method used to solve the equation. Built-in help 
screens corch and prompt the student when 
he/she is having trouble. Multiple skill levels 
cover uses of the distributive rule, adding and 
subtracting a constant or variable, and 
multiplyinpf and dividing by a constant. 

Continued on back* 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content {5 accurate. 




• 








Content hf * educational value. 




• 








Content 15 free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Packaf e achieves defined purt)ose. 






• 






Content presentation is clear and . logical. 






• 






Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 




• 








Craphics/found/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivationaL 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SAADSDNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












i.earninfs can:be generalized. 












User support?maiterials are comprehcmivc 












User support materials are<ffectwc. 












Information displays are effective. 






# 






Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers caa employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities arc used appropriately- 












Program Is reliable in normal use. 



$A->StronfIvA|re« A^Arcc D-Oiutrec SD-S»rontty Oj»aj{f<e • Not AppUwahlc 
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Evaluators indicated that they would use or recdmmerid use of this packagp with little or no change. 



Summary: Scale 5 fHigh) to I (Low) 
Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics 
\ 



3, Technical Characteristics - 3* 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory ^ ^ 

300 S,W. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97204 1 H 
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This evaluation is based on the cvaUuxiions of three or more revtewers 
who^are representative of potential users of the courscworc package. 
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Mission: Algebra, continued 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 2 1/2 
to 3 hours. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package is excellent for 
use with gmall groups of students working 
independently )Dn graphing linear equations. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The algebra is sound and 
some help is provided. The idea behind the 
program is clever and motivational. The algebra 
checking and graphing routines are well done* 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: There are too many 
distractions unless the student is extremely 
comfortable using the computer (i.e^r, 
k^evboarding, all the special key corpmands, and 
even the game format). The package is very 
.^complicated and few students could understand it 
without teacher explanation. 

OTHER COMMENTS: After students get beyond 
aU the distractors and have used the program 
several times it is a very useful teaching-learning 
tool. 



Nonhwdt Regional Educadonal Ubontory 
r- n Yi^ Avenue • Portl*nd. Orcfon 97204 

tKJX> 1503) 248^800 



^ Q This evdiuaiion is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
JL O who are representative of potentuU users of the courseumre packane. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hexfiby granted. 
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micro [SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



ERLC 



Mots Croises Et Mot Secret 

VERSION: Apple, 1983 

PRODUCER:^ ' Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
900 Broadway 
New York, NX-, -10003 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by. 
the staff and constituents of .the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. , A 

COST: $24.95. ^ \ 

ABILITY LEVEL: Post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC: Frenchx • 

MEDIUM OF TKANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE; 48K Appl^H Family, 

one disk drive, monitor. • 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

BACK-UP POLICY: Back-up available for $'9.95 

plus $1.95 for shipping 

PREVIEW POLICY: 30Hjay school preview 

(payment due 30 days after invoice drfte) 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSfi Standard 

instruction, enrichment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 

practice, game, problem solving. ^ 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program — ' 
progran) operating instructions In Supplementary 
Material — suggested grade/ability level. 



instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions^ teacher's information, student^s 
instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To increase French vocabulary^nd spelling skills. 

INSTRUCXlON AL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) The student should have prior 
instruction on the French words used by the 
program. ^ 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package * 
contains one disk and a User^s Guide. The disk 
contains French crossword puzzle games and 
French secret word games.* Words for both games 
are selected randomly from a list of about 700 
French words within the program. The computer 
keeps score of all answers by adding and 
subtracting points. A bilingual manual is included. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED, 
Indefinite biit can be replayed several times. 

POTENTIAL USES: Enrichment or reinfdreement 
for advanced students or native speakers. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Mot Secret uses good 
graphics and screen layout. The students are 
encouraged to think about commonly^ used letter 
combinations. ) 

Cqntxnueu on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Concent is accurate. 




• 








Content has educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 






• 






Purpose of package is well defined. 






• 






Package achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presenotion is clear and logical. 






• 






Difficultv level isappropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Us^ of package is motivaciooal. 






m 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






m 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A 



D SD N A 













Learner controls'rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be gcnerallred. - 












User support materials are comprehensive " 












User support materials are effective. 










— 


ItlTormation displays are etfective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily 








1 

1 


Coniputer capabilities are used appropriatdv 










Program is reliable m normal use. 



A _ » • 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes werb m.ade. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) ' ' . 

Conteht - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory ^ ^ ^ 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 Z[} 
(503) 248.6800' 



This evaltiation is based an the tr valuations of three iir nxoftf re viewer 
who are representative of potential users ol the coursewa/e pa(kate< 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby .i; ran ted. 



microtsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Mots Croises Et Mot Secret, continued 

* 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: A list of aU words would 
be helpful for teachers to plan the use of 
package. Teachers cannot modify word* lists or 
game level.* The definitions/vocabulary are too 
difficult for most secondary foreign language 
classes. Words are not organized into related . 
categories. Lack of accent marks makes the 
spelling instruction poor* 



ERlCl 



Northwest Regional Educationil Laboratory 

300 S.W, sixth Avchuc • Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503)248^00 



This tvalxiaiion is based on the tvaluations of three ormore reviewers 
who are repreientacive of potential tuers of the courseware packai^e. 

JPermission to repxoduee this document i$ hereby grknh^ * \ 



micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Number Farm 

VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER:. 



DLM 
POBox 400a 
One DLM Park 
Allen, Texas 75002 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: September 1984 by 
the staff and constituents of Beaverton School . 
District, Beaverton, Oregon. 

COS'K^ $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades pre-1 
SUBJECT: Mathematics^ 

TOPIC: Numbers^ numerical order/number words 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple U, U+, or 
lie, one disk drive, monitor (color preferred)/ 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, game, problem solving. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program ~ 
program operating instructions, student^s 
instructions In Supplementary Material ~ 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional 
objectives, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, resource/reference 
information, student worksheets. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) . 

To develop the users skills in counting, numeral 

recognition, and ordering numbers. 
« 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) The students must understand the 
meaning of the clues "too many" and "too few". 
Student must have basic keyboarding skills and 
previous knowledge of numerals and number words. 

" CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk, a User^s Guide, and an example 
worksheet. There are six different games 
included in the package that emphasize number, 
numerical order, problem solving and number 
words* 

Number Farm - Allows student to explore the 
number 1 through ^ by associating numerals and 
number words with pictures of farm animals. 

Old McDonajRtt - A counting game involving 
listening to[the Old McDonald song and pressing 
the number^key corresponding to the number of 
animal pictures shown. 

Crop Count - The student counts the number of 
fruits or vegetables on the screen, then locates 
and presses that number on the keyboard. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content Is accurate. 


• 










Content has educational value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 


• 










Purpoie of packa(fc is well defined. 


* • 










Package achieves defined purpose. ] 




• 








Content prescnution is clear and logical. ^ 




• 








DlfficuUv level is appropriate to audience'. * 


• 










Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. j 


• 










Use of package is motivational. 




• 




1^ _ j 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. j 












Feedback is effectively emplovcd. j 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence 




• 








instruction Integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Leamins can be gcnerallrcd. 












User support materials are comprehensive* \ 




V 








User suppprt materials are elYective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












» Computer capabilities are used appropriately"" 












Program is reliable in normal use. i 
J 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no-oHange. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to .1 (Low) 

Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 5. 



ERIC 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

30O SAV. Sixth Avenue ^ Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248-6600 



22 Thti evahiuiion is hosed on the evahuidom n/ three or mtni^reviewvis 
who are rc*f>r«*s«'nifiiivc* o/ pnieniial userx o/ the %our%ew'aiv pm Idi^r 

Permwston to reprndui^e this Jocumeni is herehv tiranted. 



microTSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



N umber Farm, continued 

Hen House - A guessing game involving two 
players taking turns guessing the number of eggs 
in the hen house. 

Animal Quacker - Student counts the number of 
animal sounds made and presses correspondihg 
numbers. 

Horseshoes - Student throws the appropriate 
number of horseshoes depending on the 
corresponding number. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: , 
Approximately twenty minutes per game over 
several weeks or months. 

POTENTIAL USES: . Can be used by individual ^ 
students working alone or in sriiall groups. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Good content, sound, and* 
color graphics. Sound and instruction can be 
turned off if needed. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Can be a bit slow for 
students over 6 years old, 

OTHER COMMENTS: The materials can he used 
in grades K-2. 



v.* ^" >«*»west Rcfipnal Educadonal Laboratory O O This ewlmuon w based on the evaluattons of tt^ree or more reviewers 

F R I C fJ'Tia «^ • Ponland. Orcfon 97204 ^ ^ ,u;ho are repre^etiwtive o^ potentuxl usew'p/ the courseware packaKe, 

* Permmioti co reproduce this document ii herehs frunred. * 



micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Osmotic Pressure 



VERSION: Apple 



PRODUrKR: 



Conduit 

Oakdale Campus 
University of Iowa 
Iowa CitVj Iowa 52245 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: January 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of East Central 
Network for Curriculum Coordination, 
Sprin^ield, Illinois. 

COST: $50.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 12 through 
post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Sciences 
TOPIC: Biology 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, n+, 
1 cfisk drive, monitor, printer optional. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 
PREVIEW POLICY: A sample of this package is 
included on the Biology Demo Disk available for 
$3.00. Preview copies may be returned for full 
refund of purchase price upon prior authorization, 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, enrichment. * 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial, 
simulation. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A^ SDNA 





m 








Content is accurate. 












Content has educational valu^. 


• 










' &»Ment is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package Us well defined. 




• 








Packase achieves defined purpose. 




m 








Content prcsenotion is clear and logical. 




m 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 






• 






Use of paciuKc is motivational. 


i 








Student creativity is c(fecttvely stiAiutated. 










Feedback is effectively cmploYed. 





norUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
< student's instructions Tri Supplementary Material 
— suggested grade/ability level, instructional 
objectives, prereqiiisite skills/activities, program 
operating instructions, teacher's information, ' 
foUow-Hjp activities* 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
obtain a better understanding of the phenomena 
resulting from osmotic flow and the factors that 
determine osmotic pressure* ^ 

i # 

•INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (S'TATED) 
Students will need some discussion of the 
concepts in a lecture before using the programs 
themselves. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package ' 
contains 1 diskette and a 7 page User's Guide, 
The two programs in this package explore the 
principles of osmosis and osmotic pressilre* The . 
first program includies several experiments using a 
thistle tube. The student observes the effects of 
varying the solute or th.e solute concentration and 
also learns how osmotic pressure can be used to 
determine the molecular weight of a 
non-ionizable solute. The second program is an 
animation of a molecular model for osmosis* A 
semipermeable membrane divides the screen into 
two chambers with solvent on one side and both 

Continued on back 



SA A DSDNA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








liutruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials arc comprehensive 




• 








User support materials effective. 




• 








Information displays are effectivCv 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 




• 








Teaehers can emplov package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are u^ied approprtatelv 




• 




j 

.. J 


Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaliators indicated that thev would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 

i 

Summsryi Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) ' . 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical 'Characteristics - 4. 



Nonhwcst Regional Educational Laboratory 0 A 

5C^5 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 ^ 



This et^luation is based on the evaiuutiuni o/ three ijir miir«- rrufweri 
•who arc rcj)rcsenfati*'e o/ potential. »«m of che coursetcare pacfcaxe 

^Pcrmusion to reproduce this document is herchv j^ranted. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Osmotic Pressure, continued 

solvent and solute on the other. The system then 
moves toward an equal number of solvent 
molecules on both sides, thus creating increased 
pressure in one chamber. 

N 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: , 
Variable dependBng upon its use. Approximately 1 
to 2 hours per propfram. • 

POTENTIAL USES: The package can be used for 
review, enrichment, and demonstration in Biology 
or General Chemistry classes. It was intended for 
college or advanced high school Biology/ The 
basic concepts of osmotic pressure need to have 
been presented and studied prior to using the 
•package. The package may also be used as a 
demonstration isingalarge monitor. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Good, clear graphics are 
lised to model the process of osmosis. The 
calculator^broutine allowing the user to type in 
values and calculate molecular weights is very 
hdpfuU 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program does not 
provide opportunity for experimentation or 
exploration. Something that is lacking is an 
animated molecular model of osmosis. 



iffTt^ Northw«t Rcfionil Educatiotui Ubomorv O CT •Tfiu c%faimnon is bcstd on the evaluations of three or more rcvtcxucn 

^ ^^'^ Avc^nue ♦ Po«Und, Orcfon 97204 ^ ^ ' who are representative of pofentwl users of the cowrseuwre Packaxt, 

r K I ( 243^00 

Permiwion to reproduce this document is hcrebv franted. 



microlSlFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



PLATO French Series: 

Classroom Words 
. Vocabulary for Shopping Use 
Travel Vocabulary 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUrER: 



Control Data Publishing 
Company, Inc. 
3111 Sibley Memorial Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 ■ 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the-staff and constituents of the 'University of 
Iowa, Towa City, Iowa. 

COST: $39.95 for each package 

All three packages for $1 19.85. 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 12 
SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC: French 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER; 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple 11+ or He, 
one disk drive, monitor. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 
BACK-VP POLICY: Replacement (fisk available 
for $10.00. , One time back-up purchase available 
within 90 days to registered owners. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
pratitice, game. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



# 










Content ii accurate. 




• 








Content haa educacionai value. 










• 


Content is free of stereotypes. ' 




• 








Purpose of packite is well defined. 




• 








Packace achieves defined purpose. 












Content presi:ncacion is clear and loficai. 




'# 








Difficu&fv level is appropriaie to audience. 




• 








Graphici/iound/colof are u>ed appropnateiv. 




• 








Use of packace it motivationaL 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback Is effectively employed. 



\ 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, student^s instructions In 
Supplementary Material — instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, 
program operating instructions, teacher^s 
information, student^s instructions, student ^ 
worksheets, follow-up activities. ^ 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
provide drill and practice in recognizing and 
defining 500 French words. To help the user 
improve their ability to quickly translate between 
English and French. To build a French vocabulary. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
A basic introductory exposure to French and a 
review of the vocabulary list contained in the 
activity^ An understanding of the alphabet and 
ahy uriique symbols. 

CONTENT AT^D STRUCTURE: Each package 
contains one diskette, one back-up disk and a 
User^s Guide of apprpximately 60 pages in length. 
When the activity begins, the user miBt choose 
the category of words to be practiced, the mode 
of translation, and whether to play the game 
Hangperson or Pyramid, xvithin the game, the 

Continued on hack 



A D SDNA 







• 






. Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction intcKrates with prior IcarnuiR. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 


• 










User suppon materials are comprehensive 


• 










User suppbrt materiala arc cffectwc. 












Information displavs are etYeccive. 












Users' cart operate easily and independently 


• 










Teachers can employ package easily 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriatclyV**^ 


• 










Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package" with little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Charactei^istics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 5. 



ERIC 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory O 
300 SAV. Sixth Avenue • PortlamK Orcfon ^7204 ^ ^ 
(503) 248^^800 



This valuation is based omhc •"Kcimuatit of thvf^ or muri? rtfrieii/ett 
^ who are r<:pr«enrative of potamial U5«rs n/ ifie ^.ouncware pacfcaice 

Ptfrmission co reproduce this. document is hereby j?ranied. 



micro JSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Plato-French Series, continued 



user has the option to immediately begin or to ^ 
review the rules and/or the vocabulary lists. Over 
500 words are available which are divided int?r'9 
or 10 categories. Within each category the words 
are presented randomly. Once the game has 
begun, th^ user cannot review the vocabulary 
list. The categories available in French 
Classroom Words are: General, Reading and 
Writing^ Arithmetic, General Science, Plants and 
Animals, Social Studies, Language, Athletics, Art 
and Music, and NaTnes of Countries. The 
categories available in French Travel Vocabulary 
aret.Transportation, Car Travel, Lodging, 
Sightseeing, Countryside, At The Restaurant, 
Foods, Health, and Communications. The 

categories available in French Vocabulary for . 
Shopping Use are: General Clothing, Personal 
Items, Toys and Game Equipment, Tools and 
Outdoor Gear, Stores and Services, Furniture, 
Household Items, and Groceries. 

•ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REOUIRED: 15 to ' - \ 

30 minutes at a time. Each disk could provide . ^ 

approximately 1 hour of practice. Too much time 

would reduce its appeal. 

r 

POTENTIAL USES: Support materials for a 
course to supplement a text and to give 
opportunity to use vocabulary and practice 
spelling. This series would be useful for anyone 
preparing to travel to a French speaking country. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The programs and 
documentation are technically very Well done. 
Support materials provide word lists, instructions, 
score sheets^ and worksheets. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The programs do not ' ^ 

allow the teacher to enter other words. They do 
not allow student to use the vocabulary in a 
sentence. The package uses a translation method 

of language development. > 
OTHER COMMENI^: BackHip disk is included. 



^■"^ "^lorthwat Retporud Educarionii Uboratorv O ^ 

CD ir^"^ 5*^" Sixth Avenue • PortlancU Ofc«on 97204 ^ • 



This evaluation is b<ued on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who are representative of potential users of the courseware packaze. 

Pemwlon t<frtprc4uce this document i5 hereby fronted. 
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PLATO German Series: 

Classroom Words 
Vocabulary for Shopping Use 
Travel Vocabulary 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



Control Data Publishing 
Company, Inc. 
3111 Sibley Memorial Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Towa City, Iowa. 

COST: $39.95 for each package 

All three packages for $119.85. 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7' through 12 
SUBJECr: Languages 
TOPIC: German 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REOJJIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple 11+ or He, 
one disk drive, monitor. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 
BACK-UP POLICY: Replacement disk available 
for $10.00. One time back-up purchase available 
within 90 days to registered owners. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, game. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 







• 






Content is accurate. 




• 








Content ha< educational value. 




• 








Content is free of jtereotypcs. 






• 






PMnpojftjaLpacka|e-l»-wclI-defincd. 






• 






Packate achieves defined purpose. * 




• 








Content pmenution it clear and lofical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate ^co audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of paciuKc is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedbtck is effectively employed. 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: InProgmm- 
instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, student^s instructions In • 
Supplementary Material — instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, 
program operating instructions, tea cherts 
information, student^s instructions, student 
worksheets, follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
provide drill and practice in recognizing and 
defining German wor^s. To help the user improve 
their ability^ to quickly translate between English 
and GermartI To build a German vocabulary. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
A basic introductory exposure to German and a 
review of the vocabulary list contained in the 
activity* An under^standing of the alphabet and 
any tmique symbols* 

CONSENT AND STRUCTURE: Each package 
contains one diskette, one back-up disk and a 
Userjfe Guide of approximately 60 pages in length. 
When the activity begins, the user must choose 
the category of words to be practiced, the mode 
of translation, and whether to play the game 
Hangperson or Pyramid. Within the game, the 

Continued on back 



SA A D SDNA 





• 








Learner controls, rate and sequence. 






• 






Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Leamins can be generalized. 












User support materials* are comprehensive. 












User support materials are effective. 












Information display! are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. ' 






• 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. % 



SA-Strontly Afftc A*Asrcc D-D)M|rc« SD' Sironglv Diugrcc NA -Ntu Applicible * 



"Rvgluators indicated that they would use or'recommend use oflhis package with little or no change. 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 
Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



ERiCI 



fl| Northwest Regioiul Educatioiul Labd 
m 300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • PortUnd, Olf 
^ (503) 24a.^80O 



itory 
;on 97204 



This evaluation i% bcued on cfte evaluations o/ three or more revieuifri 
who arc ttpTt%tniai\vt of potential ttiers of the coursetvare packcge 

Permisjion to rcDrodttce this document is hereby irfanted* 
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PlatO'<Jerman Series, continued 

\tsev has the option to imjmediately begin or to 
review the rules and/or the vocabulary lists. Ov6r 
500 words are available which are divided into 9 
or 10 eatesories. Within each category the words 
are presented randomly. Once the game has 
begun, the user cannot review the vocabulary 
list. The categories available in German 
Classroom Words are; General, Reading and 
Writing, Arithmetic, General Science, Plants and 
Animals, Social Studies, Language, Athletics, Art 
and Music, and Names of Countries. The 
categories available in German Travel Vocab^aiSy 
are: Transporta'tion, Car Travel, Lodging, 
Sightseeing, Countryside, At The Restaurant, 
Foods, Health, and Communications. The 
categories available in German Vocabulary for 
Shopping Use are: General^ Clothing, Personal 

Iter's, Tovs and Game Equipment, Tools and ^< 
Outdoor Gear, Stores and Services, Fiirniture, , • • 

Household Items, and Groceries. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED:* 15 to 

30 minutes at a time. Each disk could provide ^ 
approximately 1 hour of practice. Too much time 
would reduce its appeal. 

POTENTIAL USES: Enrichment of other 
classroom work. It would "be useful for anyone 
preparing to travel to a German speaking' country. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Interesting and 

attractively done. ^ ' * 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: -Choice of vocabulary 
includes words which are unnecessary. Does not 

allow teacher to enter his/her oWn vocabulary • 
Items. A German language character set is not 

used which causes serious problems and confusion -v 
for the user. Capital letters occur automatically, 
vet the proper use of capitals is part of the • 
German spelling students must master on their 
own. ^ i 



29 



V> ;lorthw«t Rctioiul Educatiofwl Laboratorv This ewdmuon is bastd on the evaliuxttons of three or more rcvieu/cn 

F R I C^*?^ Avenue • PortUnd. Orcfon 97204 ^juho are represexManve of potential users of the courseware Packaxe, 
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micro [SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUA^N 



PLATO Spanish Series: 

Classroom Words 
Vocabulary for Shopping Use 
Travel Vocabulary 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Control Data Publishing 
Company, Inc. ' 
3111 Sibley Memorial Drive 
Eagan, MN 55121 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 

COST: $39.95 for each package. ^ \^ 
All three packages for $119.85 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 thrgugh 12 
SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC: Spanish 

MEDIUM OF TRrANSFER: 5-1/4 inch dsk 
REOUIREI^ HARDWARE: 48K Apple 11+ or He, 

one disk drive, monitor. _ 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 ^ 
BACK-UP POLICY: Replacement disks available 
for $10.00; One time back-up purchase available 
within 90 days to registered owners. 
INSTRjUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNI0UES: Drill and 
practice, game. 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program — 
instructional objectives, program operating 
insti'uctions, stijdent's instructions In 
Supplementary Material — instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, 
program operating instructions, teacher^s 
information, student's instructions, student 
worksheets, follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
provide drill and practice in recognizing and 
defining 500 Spanish words. To help the user 
improve their ability to quickly translate between 
English and Spanish. To build a Spanish 
vocabulary. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREOUISITHS: (STATED) 
A basic introductory exposure to Spanish and a 
review of the vocabulary list contained in the 
activity. An/understanding of the alphabet and 
anxunique ?vmbols. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE! Each package 
contains one diskette, one back-up disk and a 
User^s Guide of approximately BO pages in length. 
When the activity begins, the user must choose 
the category of words to be practiced, the mode 

• Continued on back 



EVALUATION SOMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








extent is accurate. 




• 








Content hat educational v^lue. 




• 








Content ii free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of packafe is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation it clear and logical. 






• 






Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are wed appropriately. 


• 










Use of package is motivatiorul 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. 






• 






Instruction ihregrates with prior [eaminR. 






• 






Learning can be generalized. 


• 










User support materials are comprehensive- 


• 










User support materials are effective. 


• 










Information displays are effective. 


• 










Users can operate easily and independently. 


• 










Teachers can employ package easily. 


• 










Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


• 










Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-Siron|l Atrce A-Afrce D-Diu(ree iiD- Sironclv Dlmrec SA - Noi Applicable 



Rvaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

font^nt - 4, Tnstructionp.1 Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 5. 
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SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Plato-Spanish Series, continued 



\ 



C 



of translation, and whether to play the game 
Hangperson or Pyramid. Within the game, the 
user has the option to im media tdy begin or to 
review the rules and/or the vocabulary lists. Over 
500 words are available which are diyidedunto 9 
or 10 categories. Within each category the words 
are presented randomly. Once^'the game has 
begun, the user cannot review the vocabulary 
list. The categories available in Spanish 
Classroom Words are: General, Reading and 
Writing:, Arithmetic, General Science, Plants and 
Animals, Social Studies, language. Athletics, Art 
and Music, and Names of Countries. Th^ 
categories available in Spanish Travel Vocabulary 
are: Transportation, Car Travel, Lo(%ing, 
Sightseeing, Countryside, At The 'Restaurant, 
Foods, Health, and Communications. The 
categories available in Spanish Vocabulary for 
Shopping Use are: General Clothing, Personal ' 
Items, Toys and Game Equipment, Tools and 
Outdpor Gear, Stores and Services, Furniture, , 
Household Items, and Groceries. 

ESTIMATED STUDENtTIME REQUIRED: 15 to 
• 30 minutes at a time. Each disk could provide 
approximately one hour of practice. Too much • 
time would reduce its appeal. 

POTENTTAC USES: This package can be used in 
an ESL or a bilingual program, as well as in a 
Spanish as a second language coUrse. ^As a 
supplement to other classroom materials. The 
student must learn the vocabulary beforehand; the 
games provide practice to aid retention and 
possibly spelling. This series would be useful for 
anyone preparing to travel to a Spanish speaking 
country. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The programs are 
technically well done and attractive. The teacher 
support materials provide word lists, instructi:)ns, 
score sheets, and worksheets. The Hangperson 
game asks for a definition as well as the 
translation which provides a good format for 
learning vocabulary. 



MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Teacher can not enter 
their own material. Since the content is not 
based upon any text the teacher needs to go 
through the documentation so s/he can prepare 
student beforehand. While intended for an 
introductory course, the vocabulary may be too 
high for many students at that level. The package 
uses a translation method of language /' 
development. There are a few errors where 
country names reqi^re a definite article that is 
omitted. The programs do not recognize 
alternate correct responses. Use of the package 
encourages random guessing as muqh as it does 
knowing the words. 



CnYp"^o"^^<^* Rctional Educational LaboratoA 31 This ttvalwiiion \s based on the cvaimtions of three or more reviewers 

£IV^ ^300 S.AA^^^c^ Avctiue^ PonUnd. Oregon 97204 who are representative of potential users of the courseware package. 

^ PerrtiMion to reproduce this document u hereby tranted. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Poker Parat 



VERSION: Apple, 1983 

PRODUCER: Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
900 Broadway 
New York, NY 10003 
\ 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, lowa.^ 

COST: $39.95 ^ 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Languages ^ 
TOPIC: German . 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple 11+ or He, 

one dfsk drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

BACK-UP POLICY:, Back-up available for $9.95 

plus $1.95 for shipping. 

PREVIEW P0LICY: 30-day school preview 

(payment due 30 days after invoice date). 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 

practice, game. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
student's instructions In Supplementary Material 
— instructional objectives, teacher's information, 
student's instructions. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
t^ch and review various aspects of German 
grammar and culture. 

« 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFER^RED) Prior instruction in German 
vocabulary and grammar. 

CONTE-NT AND STRUCTURE: This^Sackage 
contains one disk and a brief Users' Guide. The 
game is similar to 7-card draw poker. The 7 cards 
are drawn randomly from 14 topics, and each 
"card" contains a muItiple-<;hoice question. The 
student Is shown her/his "hand" and has the 
opportunity to discard either 1 or 2 "cards" or 
none at all. She/he may also select" which 
"card(s)" to discard as well. Once the band 
begins, the student is offered the option of an 
easy (5-point) or a hard (8-point) question for each 
card. The student is shown the multiple choice 
question and asked to respond with her/his answer 
by typing a number from 1 to 4, If she/he answers 
correctly, a congratulatory word and the number 
of points she/he has wot appears. If she/he 
answers incorrectly, the word "Falsch" appears 
along with the correct response. At the end of 
the hand, the student mav select to either start 
with another hand (and a new score) or to end the 
program. If she/he selects to end the program, 
the message "AufWiedersehenI" appears. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content •hat educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 






m 






Purpose of package is well defined. 






m 






Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content prcsenutidn is clear and logical. 






m 






Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/cotor are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivational. 






m 






Student creativity Is effectively stimulated. 




m 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A DSD NA 





m 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 






m 






Instruction Integrates with prior learning. 






m 






Learning can be generalized. 




m 








User support materials are comprehensive/^ 




m 








User support materials are effective. 




m 








Information displays are effective. 




m 








Users can operate easily and independently. 




m 








Teachers can employ package easily. 






m 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




m 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made* (Note changes under weaknesses.) 

Summary: Scale 5 (High), to 1 (Low) / 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 




y^m Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 
!^ 300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 
(503) 248-6800 
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microTSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Poker Pafat, continued 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REOUIRElif^One to 
two hours dependinpf upon how the teacher 
schedules it. Games could be played many times 
before^all^questions are encountered. 

POTENTIAL USES: The package is best used by 
advanced students for review and reinforcement. 
It .can be used by individuals or small groups. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The greatest strength is 
the variety of ouestions in each category and that 
some are a^ed in English and some in German. 
The complete listing of questions and answers is 
helpful. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Some of the cultural 
questions are too trivial or too renrtoved from 
b/pical high school experience or interest. 
Inaccurate Gernian spellings are used. e.g. The 
letter "E" follows a vowel instead of the umlaut 
over the vowel. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Similar packages ard 
available in French (Poker. Pari) and Spanish 
(Poker Listo). 



Cn Ip" Northwest Rcfionai Educatiorui Laboratory Q Q 

LI\!\> 300 S.W, sixth Ave^iuc • Ponlmnd, Orcf on 97204 *^ • ' 
(503)248-6800 



This evaluation is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who art representative of potentml users of the courseu^are package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby granted. 



3I 



micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Practical Grammar: Complex Sentences - Adjective Clauses 

VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



Intellectual Software 
7fl8 N Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 
the staff ahd constituents of Oregon Total 
Information System, Eugene, Oregon. 



instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, .teacher's information. 



by 



COST: $24.95. With classroom management 
system, $34.95. Com?&lex Sentences / Adjective 
Clauses is one of a series of fourteen similar 
packages covering various grammar concepts, i 
The entire series is available for $395.00. 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 9 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Language-Arts 
TOPIC: Grammar 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch dsk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE; Apple H, II+, He, 
1 dsk drive, monitor. Also available for TRS 80 
Models in or IV, IBM PC or IBM PCjr. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE; DOS for the IBM. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, tutorial, and instructional management. 

* 

POrUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
student's instructf3ns In Supplementary Material 



INSTRUCTIO N AL'OB JECTIVES: (STATED) 
Topics covered in this package include complex 
sentences, *kinds of subordinate clauses, adjective 
clauses, adjective clause introduced 6y relative 
adverbs, "who" and "whom" in subordinate clauses, 
and restrictive and nonrestricfive clauses, 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Prior instruction on the concepts 
outlined above. 

COrlTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 di^ and a 17 page maijuai: The Disk 
contains a series of interactive tutorials on the 
concepts outlined in the objectives above. The 
package includes a management system which 
tracks the students' progress and generates 
repoi^tsT. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REOUIRED: 
Approximately 20 minutes pei^ lesson. 

POTENTIAL USES: To reinforce thep^animar 
concepts of adjective clauses, adverbal clauses, 
'^and noun clauses in complex sentences. After 
parts of speech have been presented, this program 
could be used for enrichment, testing, and 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A 0 SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. 




• 








Content educational value. 


m 










Content is free of stereotypes. 






• 






Purpose of package is w«ii defined* 




• 








PacJufe achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content prcseijtation is cicar and log J^aL-^ 




• 








Difficulty level li appropriaite tdvaudlence. 






• 






Graphics/sou nd/coior are used ap propria tfciy. 






• 






Use o6 package is motivational. 












Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback ts effectively employed. ^ 















Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 






• 






User support materials are comprehensive. 






• 






User support materials are effective. ' ~^ 






% 






'Information display^ are effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 




• 








Teachers can employ package easilv. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


• 










Program is reliable in normal use. 



changes were made. 



imend use of this package only if captain 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 3. 




•f^ Northwest RegionalEducational Laboratory 
ftW 300 S.W. Sixth Avenuey* Portland, Oregon 97204 
(503) 248*6800 ^ 



0 4 ^^^^ tfvaluaiion is bastd on the evaluaiiom of three or mor<* revifwers 
• ^ - who arc r^prcseniative of poicniiai users of the ^.oursetvare putkoge. 

Permission to reproduce th\$ document is herebv ^ronitfd. 



micro 



pfe rr coi5r^ewar£ evaluation 



Practical Gpammer: Complex 
Sentences - Adjective Clauses, continued 

reinforcement. It does not replace standard 
instruction but serves as an adjunct to it. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package provides a 
,__gDed supplement to the classroom instruction. 
^The immediate feedback is a positive feature. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program needs more 
on-s(jreen prompts. Information on how to 
respond to questions is limited, making it difficult 
for students new to the computer to run program. 
Reading material is lenity and complex. There 
needs to be a way for the student to get help - 
when he/she is having trouble understanding. The 
teacher mtfet stress the importance 'of exact 
typing. There is no use of motivational 
techniques. 

' OTHER COMMENTS: Some students may have 
difficulty with recognition of upper/lower case on 
screen. It would be less confusing if all responses 
would be in lower case. This program offers 
students a learning challenge. 



> 
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orthwcit Refiotui Educational Uboratory 
}0 S.W. Slxfh. 
: 03) 248-^800 



E RJC]?" ^^^^ Avenue • PonUnd. Oreton 97204 



Q CT I evaluation is based on the cva/uationj of thtce or more reviewers 
O 0 who are represenuxtive of potential users of the voursctwirc package. 
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microISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Practical Grammar Parti: Principal Parts of Verbs 

VERSION: Apple 



PRDDUrER: 



Intellectual Software 
798 N Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by 
the staff 'and constituents of Oregon Total 
Information System, Eugene, Oregon. 

COST: $24.95. With management system: 
$34.95. Pracitcal Parts of Verbs is one package in 
a series of thirteen similar packages covering 
various grammar concepts. The entire series 
including the management system is available for 
$375.00. 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 9 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Language-Arts 
TOPIC: Grammar 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk ■ 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple n, n+, He, one 
disk drive, monitor (printer optional). Also 
available for TRS Models in or IV, IBM PC or IBM 
PCjr. 

REOUTRED SOFTWARE: DOS for the IBM version. 
ISTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction 
mSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, tutorial,* instructional management. 

DOrJLlMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program - 
student's instructions In Supplementary Material 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





t 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Ccntcfu cd::£a!ional value. 


• 










Content U free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpotc of pickafc is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presenution is clear and loj^cal. 




• 








Difficulty level It appropriaie to audience. 




• 








Graphic5/»ound/color arc used appropriately. 






• 






Us« of package it moeivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



— instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, teacher's information, 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 
Topics covered ih this package include basic 
forms of verbs, regular and irregular verbs, verbs 
added to the language, troublesome verbs, 
principal parts of troublesome verbs, six confusing 
verbs: 'lie" and ^lav", "sit" and "set", "rise" and 
"raise", and a summary. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Prior instruction on the topics 
outlined above. 

POTENTIAL USES: The tutorial would be most 
effectivelv used by student's who have a problem 
with the verb tense. It could also serve to helD 
those who need reinforcement or have missed 
class work. It would also be verv effective with 
ESL students (English as a Second Language). 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Excellent choice of verbs 
and problem areas. It requires student . 
involvement and gives the student immediate 
feedback as to how well he/she has mastered the 
material. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Input response is slow. If 
the student has good keyboarding skills, the 
answer may need to be retyped because of slow 

Continued on back 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 










• 


Instruction integrates with prior [earning 












Learning can be generalised. * 




• 








User support materials arc cuitipccucriaivc. 






• 






User support matehali are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 




• 








Teachers can employ package eatilv. 


• 










Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




• 








Program is reliable m normal use 



^valuators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
Summary: ..Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - .5. 




Northwest fusgtotul Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Orefon 97204 

(503) 248.6800 
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This ivalmuon is based on the etdliutnons o/ ihree ur more revttuwerx 
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microlsi'FT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Practical Grammar Part I: . 
Principal Parts of Verbs, continued 

program recoj^nition. The program's response to 
incorreet answers is worded ineffectively. 
Instructions appear on the screen very sl6wlv 
making the instruction of the materials more time 
consuming than it would take using a textbook. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 disk, 17 page manual and a 3 page 
management system manual. The package 
provides a series of interactive tutorials on the 
grammar topics outlined in the objectives above. 
An instructional management system is included 
which tracks the students* progress and generates 
reports. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Approximately 20 minutes per lesson. 



« 



/ 




onhwest Rcfioiul Educartomil Laboratory 
^ >0 S.W. Sixth Avenue • PonUnd, Orcfon 97204 
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This evaluation is based qn the e\faluat\ons of three or more rev^e^veTs 
who are represerxtatwe of potential usen.of the cowraetvore packane. 
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micto ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Ratio and Proportion 



VERSION: Apple 
PROt)UCER: 



Educational Activities, Inc* 
1937 Grand Avenue 
Baldwin, NY 11510 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: January 1985 bjf 
the staff and constituents of ClacKamas 
Educational Service District, Milwaukie, Oregon. 

COST: $59.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through 12 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Algebra 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 
one disk drive, monitor. 
BACK-UP POLICY: Back-up included. 
PREVIEW POUCY: Free 30 day preview. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
enrichment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: " Drill and 
practice, tutoriaL 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE; In Program — 
Brogram operating instructions' In Supplementary 
Material — suggested grade/ability level, 
instructional objectives, prerequisite 
skills/activities, sample program output, program 
operating instructions, student worksheets. 



5-1/4 inch disk 
48k Apple H family. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDN A 



• 










Concent is accurate^ i 


• 










Content haA educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation U clear and logical. 


• 










Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of packace i« motivationaL 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively cmp loved. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES; (STATED) To_- 
be able to: define and give an example of a ratio 
in both colon and fraction form, create 6 
different ratios from two pieces of numerical 
data, define a proportion and write proportions in 
colon and fraction form, identify the means and 
extremes in any^^portion, solve proportions by 
setting the producft of the means .equal to the 
product of the extremes, and write and solve 
proportions from ivord problems. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
The student-user should be reading on at least a 
fiftii grade level and should have had some 
exposure to common fractions ~ especially when 
dealing with Lesson C and Lesson E. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 disk, 1 back-up disk, management 
documentation, a 7 page User's Guide, and 
reproducible Activity Masters* The program 
teaches ratio and proportion using a step-by-step 
approach. Teachers or students choose the 
concept and level they wish to work* 

Programs include: Introduction to Ratios, Two 
Ways to Write Ratios, Writing Equivalent Ratios, 
Introducing Proportions, Using Cross Products, 
Two (2) Review/Quiz Programs* The first 
program uses graphic examples, such as padlocks 

Continued on back 





• 








r-i 

Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates witk prior learning 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 


• 










User support materials are comprehensive. 


• 








j - 


User support materials are ctfectivc. 




* 








Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 


• 










Teachers can employ package easilv. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriatciv 




• 








Program w reliable in normal use 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package witK little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Ratio and Proportion, continued 



and keys, and^yramids and hearts to develop the 
concept of ratio. The other programs provide ' 
interactive tutorials on simplify ratios, express 
ratios in colon and fractional forms, and write and 
solve proportions in both colon and algebraic 
forms. Word problems are randomly generated in 
the proportion programs. A built-in diagnostic 
feature examines the users responses and 
branches to the tutorial section if the problems 
are answered incorrectly. Ten quiz questions 
follow each tutorial. If strong comprehension is 
shown, the computer does not require the student 
to answer all 10 items. Correct responses are 
rewarded with congratulatory text as well as 
music. Incorrect responses are met with an 
explanation of how the solution could have been 
found* 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TliME REQUIRED: 
Approximately 2 hours. ^ 

POTENTIAL USES: The best use would be with 
individual students to supplement classroom 
instruction or for remediation. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The reviewers indicated 
that the package provides a good vehicle which 
enables the user to visualize the concepts of ratio 
. and proportion, and that the package is very 
complete. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Some students found the 
package to be a little repetitivj^ and boring. 
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micri^IFT CQURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Reading Adventure I 

VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: ^ 



Intellectual Software 
798 N. Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: January 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of Oregon Total 
Informeition System, Eugene, Oregon. 

COS'S $39.95 

• ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 2 and 3. 
SUBJECT: Language Arts 
TOPIC: Reading 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER:" 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, II+, Ue, one 
disk drive, monitor. Also available for IBM PC or 
PCjr. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS for the IBM, 
version. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE:' Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Content 
control, drill and practice. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABTLE: In Pro-am - 
student's instructions In Supplementary Material 
— suggested grade/ability level, instructional 
objectives, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
provide 2nd and 3rd graders with reading material 
that would encourage them to read. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Reading at 
the second grade level and familiarity with the 
computer keyboard. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains 1 disk and a 4 page Teacher's ManuaL 
Interactive fiction allows the students to create 
their own story liae by reading a passage and 
choosing between three or four possibilities. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIREh ■ , 
Approximately 20 minutes. ^ 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used 
for motivation ih a reading class or to iilustreite 
stories in a writing class. T-^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The reading vocabulary is 
appropriate for intended audience. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Graphics are duU. It is 
all reading and these are places where students 
can get off-course in the program. The story 
content and sequencing don't always make sense 
even when a logical choice is made. 

Continued on back 
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EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 












Content ha« educatiotul value. 




• 








Content is free of stcrcotypei. 




• 








Purpoic of paciuice is well defined. 






• 






Packatc achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presenution is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level Ii appropriate to audience. 






• 






Graphics/sound/color are used* appropriately. 






• 






Us« of packace is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is, effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 






• 






Instruction mtegrates with prior leirning. 






9 






Learning can be generalized. 






m 






User suppon materials are comprehen^vvc 




• 








User support materials are effective. " 






• 






Information displays are effective. 






• 






Users can operace easily and independently 




• 








Teachers can employ pacicagc easilv. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately 










i Progiram is reliable in normal use. 



- Sironfly Acree A-Affte O-Uijurce "iD - N«ron»iy Oiucree NA - Not ApplKable 



— '■ ■■■■^ ■' ■ . ■ ^ ■!■ J ■ I ) ,^ . ■ ■ . <fc _ , II -- ^..^..^^^^ 

Evaluators indicate<i that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were.made. (Note changes under Weaknesses or Other Comments.) 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to I (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Charaqteristics - 3. . 



Northwest Regiotul Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon ^7204 

(S03) 248-6800 

40 



This eiHiiuacion is bastd on the ewluacions of three ur miir«» revi<ru<ifrY 
who are re^rejentutivtf o/ po«entiai users ot the cowrseivar** pacAufe 

Permission to reproduce this document is herfhv framed. 



4_ 



micro ISIFr COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Reading Adventure I , continued 

OTHER COMMENTS: Feedback is provided via a 
' point system, although an unclear one. The 
package is intended mainly for children who are 

already fairly good readers. Could be used with 

nonreaders or below average readers only with 

teacher or peer assistance. 



\:\nr'^J^^^^^^''?^^ Educational Uboratory 4 1 Thu ct;aiuaiion is feoicd on (he tfvoltmuofis 0/ xhttt or more reviewers 

Lly V ;7 ■ • Portland, Orcfon 97204 who are rcprfisentative of potential users 0/ the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby granted. 



microlSIFr COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Savoir Ecrire 



VERSION: Apple, 1983 
PRODUCER: 



1 



Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
900 Broadway 
New York, NY 10003 



EV/.LUATION'COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 

COST; $45.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades Pre-school through 
Grade 6 

SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC; French 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple U Family, 

one disk drive, color monitor* 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: DOS 3.3 

BACK-UP POUCY; Back-up available for $9.95 

plus $1.95 for shipping. 

PREVIEW POLICY; 30-day school preview 

{payment due 30 days after invoice date). 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, tutoriaL 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABi^E: In 
Supplementary Material — suggested 



grade/ability leve|, program operating / / 
instructions, student^s instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES; (STATED) To 
develop French reading, spelling and vocabulary 
skills. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) 
Prior Instruction on the words contained in the 
program, 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk and two, four page Users 
Guides, one in Eoglish and on6 in French. Savoir 
Ecrire (spelling bee) is a vocabulary drill featuring 
color, sound and animation. Students practice 
reading, writing and understanding French 
vocabulary through pictures. In the 
Demonstration Mode, objects are drawn and 
spelled out to give practice in reading. In the 
Practice Mode objects are drawn once again, but 
this time, students must type in the correct 
spelling. The Practical Application Mode has 
pupils correctly identifying words, while their 

scbres are recocded. Seventeen different units 
contain hundreds of words. Vocabulary list 
included. * ' 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Varies 
greatlyi 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accuracc. 












Contem hai educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation it clear and logical. 






t 






Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 












Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student creativir/ is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedbacic is effectively emploved. 



SA A D SD 


NA 




• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning. 






• 






Leaminfc can be generalized. 




• 








X^Ser support materials are comprehensive. 






• 






User support materials are effective. 


• 






n 




Information displays.are effective. 






• 


n 




Users can operate ^easily and independentiv 






• 






Teachers can employ package easily 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriarelv 




• 






i Program is reliable in normal use. 



ERIC 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. (Note ciianges under weaknesses.) 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content -3, Instructional Characteristics - 3i Technical Charadteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educsitionai Laboratory 

30O S.W. Sixth Avinue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248^800 q 2 



This tfvaltuttion ij based on the evaluations of three or mortr reviewers 
who are representative of poiential wers of the courseu*are packnK^ 

Permission to reproduce this document is herebv i^ranted. 



microTsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Savoir Ecrire, continued 

POTENTIAL USES: Students can independently 
use the demonstration mode to learn the_ 
spellings. Then they can check their mastery with 
practice or practical application modes. The 
teacher is responsible for prescribing this 
sequence of modes. Adult supervision is needed if 
' this is used at the*K level or even at grade 1. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Can adjust length of 
assigned task to one Qf three modes; demo, drill, 
or tutoriaL A studentJlefiurns vocabulary through 
pictures rather than word translation. Student 
scores are recorded f oV teacher tracking. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The selected vocabulary 
is weak; there are anglicized and archaic 
expressions which are not acceptable in France. 
The teacher is required to set up the program for 
two of the modes; this is limiting. The target 
population (K-6) are definitely native speakers, 
e.g. beginning readers of Canadian French. The 
vocabulary needs to b^ adapted for a larger 
population. 



^iSJ^^cf^T^/"* Educati^Mi Uboratorv Tq This cvalxuitxon is hoicd on the cva(imeionj of three or more reviewers 

P R Yr * Portland. Orc|on 97204 ^ O ^Ho are reptesentative 0/ Potentuii users of the courseware package, 

^£vA^ • Pcrmwjion to reproduce this document ij hereby f ranted. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



The Linguist 

VERSION: Apple, 1983 

PRODUHER: Oessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
900 Broadway 
New York, NY^ 10003 , 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by , 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa Cit/, Iowa. 

^OST: $44.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 12 
SUBJECT: Languages 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H and He, one 
disk drive, monitor. Also available for IBM. PC 
and PCjr, Commodore 64, and all models of Atari, 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft ,'098 3.3. 
BA^K-UP POLICY: Back-up available^or $9.95 
plus $1.95 for shipping. 
PREVIEW POLICY: 30-day school preview 
(payment due 30 days after invoice date). 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and ^ ' - 
practice, tutorial, information retrieval 

DGCUWSN^EATION AVAILABLE: In Program ~ 
program operating instructions In Supplementary 
Material — suggested grade/ability level, 



instructional objectives, prerequisite 
skills/activities, program operating instructions, 
teacher^s information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To assist stadisrits in developing linguistic 
interests by providing quick exposure to key 
words, phrases and definitions in. several 
languages. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREOUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Basic reading skills. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk ahd a User^s Guide. Jhe 
Linguist is ati authoring type program which 
provides the student with instant help in spelling, 
pronunciation, definitions of words and phrases 
for up to 20 different languages. Students can 
change languages easily and store up to 44Q0 word 
pairs and/or phrases and definitions. The program 
gives hints, kdeps score and prints out the data. 
The teacher can create and/or modify data bases 
of words. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: One 
half hour at a time and could be several hours 
total depending upon what the teacher puts on the 
disks. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 











• 


Content is accurate. 










• 


Content has educational value. 










• 


Content is free of stereocypes. 












Purpose of paciuge is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presenution is clear and logical. * 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 






• 






Use of package is motivatioiul. 






• 






•Student creativity is effectively stinAlated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. 












^Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support mateiials are comprehensive 












User support materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective, 






• 






Users can operate easilv and independently ^ 












Teachers can employ package easilv. 












Computer capabilities are used appro^natelv 












^ Program Is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package v;ith little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - N A, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 4. 
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Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory A A 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 "* ^ 
(503) 248-^800 



This evaluation is based on the evaiuations of three or more reviewcri 
who arc representative of poicntial users of the courseware package 

Permission (o reproduce this document is herebv jfranted • 



microiSlFr COURSEWAR)^ EVALUATION 



The Linguist, continued 

POTENTIAL USES: This program teaches 

vocabulary and translation. It can drill studerit on . 
vocabulary and has potential for use at different 
times in a course. The content can be changed to 
fit literature and/or text chapters as they are 

studied bv the students. * i 

c 

^ I 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program has excellent 
character sets* It is very flexible allowing the 
user to create data bases of words that are 
appropriate for his/her students. The functions 
performed by the pnpgrams are very useful to 
students learnings a language, but are most useful 
to the advanced student. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The instructions for using 
the, program may be inadequate for many 
teachers. The procedures are not easily mastered 
by a teacher inexperienced with computers. 

OTHER COMIVIENTS/ The dsk does not contain 
any sample files for preview purposes. The 
producer indicated that the documentation is in 
the process of being updated. (5/85). 



Northweac JRcfional Educatioiul Laboratory m ^ This evaluation is based on the evaluaiioru of three or more reviewers 

F R I ^^^^ Avenue - Portland, Oregon 97204 - ^ 0 who are representative of potenttai users of the courseware pockote. 

k nmimmm Permissioh to reproduce this document is hereby franred. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION J 



The critem used for this evduatiorx have been customtzid wjiccommodate SClENC^tourst'ti-ari 



The Observatory 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUPER: 



Lightspeed Software 
2124 KittrecJge St. 
Suite 185 

Berkeley, CA 94704 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: January 1985 by * 
the staff and constituents of Jefferson County 
Schools, Lakewood, Colorado. 

, COST: $fi2.50 ^ 

ABF ITY LEVEL: Grades 9 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Science- 
TOPIC: Astronomy 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5 1/4" floppy disk ' 

fiEOUIRED-HARDWARE: Apple He, or 64K Apple 

n+, I dsk drive, monitor. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction, enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Simulation, 

laboratory tool 

SCIENCE PROCESSES INVOLVED: Acquiring 
information, interpreting information, measuring 
and quanti fying. 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: Trv 
Supplementary Material — Sample program 
output, program operating instructions, 
resource/reference information, student's . 
' instructicjhs-, follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL ObJeCTIVES:' (INFERRED) 
To learn lo'eations of and general information 
about celestial objects. To observe movement 
, and interaction between celestial objects. , 

, INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
* (INFERRED) A working knowledge of basic 
astronomical terms and relationships. An 
understanding of how time, longitude and latitude 
relate to the view of celestial objects. 

I 

Cp NTENT AND STRUCTURE: The package 
contains one disk and a 49 page User's ManuaJ. * 
The program draws accurate sky maps with user 
input of location arid time. The user can search 
for stars and magnify the view through a 
simulated telescope. The User's Manual includes 
four example exercises. 
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EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SD NA 



• 










Content is accurate. 




• 








Content represents current Icnowledgc of subject. 








• 




Science issues presented objectively. 




• 








Content ha« educational value. 




• 








Science processes well integrated into package. 










• 


Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well denned. 


• 










Package achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presentation is clear and logical. 










• 


Difficulty levej is appropriate to audience. 




• 








The package makes good use of computer time. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivationil. 



SA A D SDNA 





• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 










• 


Feedback i^ e^ectively employed. 




• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 








• 




Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User suppon materials are comprehensive. 












User suppon materials are effective. 


• 










Package cd'mponents are durable. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 






• 






•Users can operate easily and independently. 






• 






Teachers can employ package easily. 


• 










Computer capabjUties are used appropriately. 


• 










Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA - Strongly Agree A-Agree D-Dlsagree SD - Strongly Disagree N A - Not Applicable 



\ Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 5, Instructional characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics 4. 




Nonhwcst Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • PonUnd» Oregon 97204 

(503) 248^00 
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This evaluation is hosed on the evaiuaiions of three or more rrvteivm 
who are representative of potential users of the courseware packai^e. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby jpranced. 
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micro (SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION ^ 



The cnwrui used for ih^tjfduaaon have been customized to accommodau SCIENCE courseware 

The Observatopv, continued 



POTENTIAL USKS: This program is not designed 
to "teach astronomy" as such but is a powerful 
tool fop dSfeplaying the right sky at any time from 
anv chosen location. Its possible classroom uses 
include: demonstrations by the teacher, and 
individual explorations by advanced and/or highly 
interested students with encni^jKastronomy 
background to appreciate theaisplay, 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Potential uses are inexhaustable, thus much time 
could be spent, ^ - • 

MAJOR STitENGTHS: Program is fun and 
interesting to use. Magnification ability is a 
plus. Program can accurately locate stellar 
positions foSa 10,000 year time span. The user 
has numerous options for detailed examination of 
moon, planets, stars and many deep sky objects. 

M AtTOR WEAKNESSES: ,The use o^f the package 
as an educational tool demands a substantial 
astronomy background on the part of the teacher. 
The package lacks appropriate materials to 
facilitate its integration into classroom 
instruction. The teacher must generate 
objectives, handouts, lesson plans, etc. 
Calculations are time consuming and 
constellations which are displayed are 
unrecognizable. Complexity of program may be 
intimidating. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The package has many 
potential uses, but requires a creative, ^ 
knowledgeable teacher. Program would provide a^ 
good experience for elementary/jr. high gifted 
students. A lot of material is available in the 
program and is not exhausted quickly. 




O lorthwest Rcflonal Educational Laboratory A V This cvcluauon is based on the evaiuiitions of three or more revtewets 

F R 00 S.W, sixth Avenue • Portland. Orcfon 97204 who are representative of poccncwi users of the courseware packane, 

^i^; 103) 248^800 „ . J 1.. J k L f 

% Permtssion to reproduce this aocumcni is hereby zranteai 



microjSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Trap-A-Zoid 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Design Ware 

185 Berry Street 

San Francisco, C A 94107 

EVi^LUATION COMPLETED: February 1985 by the 
staff and constitueats of Region X ESC, Richardson, 
Texas, 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 2 through post-secondary 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Geometry 

' MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple, n+, lie, Uc, one 
disk drive, monitor. Also available for IBM PC, and 
Atari. - 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction, 
enrichment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, clrill and 
practice. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program — 
sample program output, program operating mstructions 
In Supplementary Material — suggested grade/ability 
level, instructional objectives, prerequisite 
skills/activities, sample program -output, program 
operating instructions, student's instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To give 
children an opportunity to demonstrate their 
understanding of geometric concepts in a game setting. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) Prior 
instruction on the terms associated with elementary 
plane geometric figures. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
1 diskette, and a 20 page User's Guide. Trap-A-Zpid 
uses geometry concepts to trap Zoids from space.^ The 
student must enclose the animated Zoid within a chosen 
geometric figure before it traverses the screen. It 
involves concepts as basic as square and triangle and as 
complex as scalene and isosceles. Multiple skill levels 
are available for increasing challenge. The program * > 
includes a built-in dictionary of geometry terms. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 10 to 15 
minutes per session. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package can be used as a 
group demonstration or individual student activity. It 
can be used [to review basic geometry concepts and 
terminology. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Good game format for reviewing , 
geometric concepts pertaining to shapes, triangles, 
rectangles, quadrilaterals, polygons and similar figures. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: There are many other 
non-computer methods for presenting this material that ^ 
may be rtiore effective and less time consuming. The 
-package was designe?! for use in the home and does not 
include suggestions for classroom use, pre and post 
activities, and other information useful to teachers. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SAAD SDNA 





• 








Content is accurati!. 




• 








Content has educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of packaie » well defined. 






• 






Packaie achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/cblor are used appropriately. 






t 






Use of package is motivational. 




• 






Student crca:ivirv is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively emploYcd. 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior IcaminR, 




• 








Learning cati be generalized. 






• 






User support materials are comprehen^iive. 






• 






User support materials are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users caoropcrate easily and independcntlv. 




• 








Tcache^jr can employ package easilv. 




% 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




% 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



» 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no 
change. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - S". 



ERIC 
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micro jSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



U. S. Geography Quiz 



VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: InteUectuai Software ' ^ 

798 North Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: November 1984 by the 
staff and constituents of Connecticut Department of 
Education, Hartford, Connecticut, 

COS'n $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through post-secondary. 

SUBJECTS Social Studies 

TOPia Geography » 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, 11+, He, one disk drive, 

monitor, (printer optional). Also available for IBM PC, 

PCjr., and 128k Apple Macintosh. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation and review. ' 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
game, and instructional management. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program' — 
student^s instructions In Supplementary Material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions, teacher's information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED)? 
To serve as a review of American geography. After 
completing this program the student should be able to 
identify the papitals of states, provinces, and countries; 
identify tne location of major cities, rivers, mountain 
ranges, and major lakes; name the provinces of Canada, 
states in the United States, counties of Central America, 
countries of South America and the nations of the 
Caribbean. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Prior instruction on 
the material outlined abovev 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
one disk and a 14 page manuaL The program contains 10 
modules in a game format that quiz or review 10 regions 
of American Geography; New England, Middle Atlantic,. 
Southeast, Midwest, Deep South, Central, Far West, 
Canada, Central America/Caribbean, and South America. 
Each module gives 24 places (cities or geographical 
features) and the user supplies the state, province or 
country name. Each wrong answer is followed by an 
explanation. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 15 to 2d 
minutes each module. 

POTENTIAL USES: Individual review and drill. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program includes a 
record-keeping system that logs student use, giving 
number of questions attempted in each module and the 
percent correct. 

MAJOR WEAKJIESSES: The program does not teach 
identification of geographical places and features; it tests 
ability to match names to locations, the program is^ very 
unsophisticated drill and practice; it lacks graphics and 
motivational features. The correct answer is displayed 
with only a (return). 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 












Contenc has educational value. 












Content is tVee of stereorypes. 












Purpose of packife is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presentation is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. • 






• 






Graphics/sound/color arc \xiitd appropriatelY- 






• 






Ust of package is motivational. 


L 




• 






Student creativity is effecttvelv stimulated. 




• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SO NA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates wirh prior leaminK- 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are compi ^hensivc. 




• 








User support materials arc effective. 






• 






lnform;ition displays are effective. | 




• 








Users can operate easily and independenri^. ' 




• 








Teachers can employ package casdv. 






• 






Computer capabilities are used approprtacclv. 




• 








IVoKtam i\ reliable in normal uie. * J 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 
Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics 



2, Techn\cal Characteristics - 2. 



r 



|- r) I JKVA Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

t KIL WXiM 300 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Ponland. Oregon »J7204 

m^BSm (503) Z48*680O 



Thts evaluation is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewvrx 
who are representame of potential users of the ijouneware package. 

Permission to reproduce this liocumcnc is hereby granted. 



•o|si 



micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Vocabulary Adventure I 



VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Intellectual Software 
798 N. Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by the staff 
and constituents of Oregon Total Information System, ■ 
Eugene, Oregon. 



COST^ $59.95 



ERIC 



\ 



ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 6. 
SUBJECT: Language Arts ^ 
TOPIC: Vocabulary ^ 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 inch disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, n+, lie, 
I disk drive, monitor, printer optional. Also available for 
IBM PC, PCjr, and Macintosh.' 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE .DOS for IBM version. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction, 
enrichment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, drill and 
practice. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Program — 
student's instructions In Supplementary Material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
teacher^ information, resource/reference information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To improve 
vocjabulary skills, reading comprehension skills and, 
therefore, improving aptitude-and intelligence test 
scores. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: QNFERRED) 
Reading at the fourth grade level. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 2 
disks and an 8 page manuaL Over 100 new vocabulary 
words are introduced during the playing of an adventure 
type game. Students must deduce and remember the 
meanings of the words to achieve high scores. New words 
are on Grade 4-6 'leveL 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: This package 
should bemused at least once E>er week over a period of a 
semester. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used with 
individuals but is most effectively used in small groups. 
Group use would allow for discussion by teams, which 
would result in more word retention and their meanings. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package has enrichment value 
for good readers and application for slower readers at 
upper grades. It probably could be used in a number of 
grade levels. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Gives a "Code 5 Error in Line 
603O" frequently. When that happens the user is kicked 
out of the program and must start over from the 
beginning. There is a lack of on-screen explanation of 
what goes on in "entry into rooms". The package is not 
motivating and provides little visual interest. The clues 
given are misleading because they lead the user to believe 
that there is more than one suitable answer. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Graphics are needed to make the 
package more interesting. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Contenc U accurmte. 




• 








Content has educational value. 




• 








Content it free of stereotypes. 


• 










Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presenution is clear and loiicat. 






• 






Difficulty level ii appropriate to audience. 










• 


Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 








• 




Use of package is motivational. 








• 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SO NA 



• 










Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction Integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 






• 






User support materials arc comprehensive. 












User support materials are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users can operate casllv and independently. 


• 










Teachers can employ package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriatclv 






• 






Program is reliabje in normal use. 



SA-Sirontly Asre« A-Ajt«« 0-Di«tfee tiD-SironMv D.uHree NA - Hot .\pPlKable 



EvalUb^tors indicated that they would uso op recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. (Note changes under weaknesses or other comments) 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 
Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics 



3, Technicfi^l Characteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory w 
300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 5 U 
(S03) Z4B*6BQO 



This isvalikauonjs based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who ore rcprcsencacive of pocenciai users uf the courseivare pac/<«gc. 

PermiJSion (o reproduce (his Jocumenc is hereby granieJ, 
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MICROSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 

Review Set 14 
and 

Indexes: HRD and SBJ 



Addition and Subtraction 

Addition 6-10. Substraction 6-10 and Addition and Subtraction 6-10 

Ancly and the" Math-A-Sizer 

Bank Street Storybook 

Basic Skills Courseware: Third Grade 

Basic Skills Courseware: Fifth Grade 

Basic Skills Courseware: Ninth Grade 

Beginning Consonants and Ending Consonants 

Buzz, Bang, Harvey 

Creature Creator 

Dinosaur Days 

Early Learning Series: Volume I 
English SAT II 
Exploring Sorting Routines 
Fay: That Math Woman 

Foreign Language SeriW; Latin / 
Fraction Fun with Fraction Man, Level 1 / 
Greek Mythology 

Learning About Numbers / 
Letters and First Words 

Mathematics Life Skills, Volume 1: Money Manager 
Mathematics Word Problems— Grade 1 
Mind Benders Al, A2, and "A3 
Modern Biology Study Disk 




w Payroll System: A business Simulation 
^ Poker Listo 



Practical Algebra: Algebra Word Problems 



V, Practical Geometry Series: Triangles 
0 Preschool Activities for Learning 
Purchase Power 




■ PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

Dave Heaver 
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TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERICr 



Reading Klooz 
Santa Fe Trail 
Spanish Vocabulary Game 

Special Topics in Mathematics: Bases Other Than Ten 
SpeUagraph 

Spelling Worksheet Generator 
Sports Problems III 
T. Rex 

Voyage of theMimi: Introduction to Computing 
Word Benders>-Phrases, A-1 

Word Benders— Similarities, C-1 
Wordfinder 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Addition and Subtracdoti 

VERSION: Apple 



PRODUCER: 



Gameco Industries, Inc. 
Box 1911 

Big Springs, TX 79720 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

COS'K $39.95 (with backup $54.95) 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 1 through 8 
SUBJECT. Mathematics 
TOPIC: Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H Plus, He, 
or nq single disk drive, monitor. Also available 
for 48K TRS-80 Models m and IV, and 
Commodore 64. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
standard instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, game 

DOCiWnTATION AVAILABLE: In program 
program\perating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials ^ 
suggested grade/ability level, sample program 
output, program operating Instructions, teacTier*s 
information, and file management. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) In 
ADDITION, students practice adding with no 
regrouping, one and two regroupings,^ and with 3 
or 4 addends. In SUBTRACTION, students 
practice subtracting with no regrouping, one and 
two regroupings, and with difficult, larger number 
regroupings. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated.' 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package- 
contains one disk and an 8-page User's Guide. It 
is one in a series which combines, guided math 
drill, an arcade-etyle reward game, jarid a student 
management system. Each disk offei^ a choice of 
carefully selected difficulty levels. The computer 
leads students through the problems step-by-step 
checking each response in sequence. After three 
errors are made, it displays the proper response. 
At the end of each set of problems, th^ program 
places students at a higher difficulty level, the 
same level, or a bwer level based on the percent 
correct. The number of problems presented per 
, level is preset at 10 but may be changed by the 
teacher to any number from 1 to 50. Students are 
rewarded for good performance. The student 
management system automatically records up to 
200 student files which include: the student's 
name, difficulty level worked,«raw score, and 
percent correct. The teacher may choose to 
view, print, or delete all student files or only 
those df an individual student. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SAA D SDN A 



• 










ComsntUaccurmu. 


• 










Content Hai educational value. 












Content li free of itereotypet. 












Purpoflt of paclcjiie It well defined. 












Package achlevea defined purpote. 












Content pmentatlon ia clear and loglcaL 












Difficulty level la appropriate to audience. 












Graphlci/iound/color are u»«d approprUtely. 












U»e of package ia motlvatlot)al. 












Student creativity li effectively itlmulated. 


• 










Feedback ia effectively employed. 



SAA DSDNA 



OH 






Learner controls rate and sequence. 








Initruction integratet with prior learning. 








L«eaming can be generalixed. 








User support materials are comprehensive. 






• 


Uier support materials sre effective. 








Information diiplayi are effective. 








Uiera can operate^ easily and independently. 


nm 






Teachers can employ package easily. 


nm 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


\nm 






Program is reliable in nomul use. 



SA -S(rt>naW Aim A-Agm D-Dlutm SD- Stmnglv Dlugrtr NA « S<^t AppUcahU 



Evaluatoirs indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change* 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics 



4. 



O fnyi Northwest Reglorul Educational Laboratory ^ ^ 

F R I r B>™ 300 S.W. SUth Avenue • PortUnd. Oregon 97204 h ,i 
Llm^ (503)248*6800 



TftiJ evaluation a based on the evaluations of '.nrec or more reviewers 
who are represaitauve of pot^tial luerj of the courjctvare |>ackafe. 

Permlji^on to reproduce aucument is hereby itmnted. 



microlSIFT COURSES .ARE EVALUATION 



Addition and Subtraction, continued 

ESTIIVIATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: U^ge 
time could vary greaUy depending on the needs of. " 
individual students. Generally, 15-20 minute 
sessioDSxare required. . ' * ^ 

POTENTIAL USES: This is a good drill and 
practice program for someone whb needs highly 
structured practice. in addition and subtraction; It 
can be used to supplement n^ath activities. ' 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: In simpler levels, the 
computer screen is used as a step-i)y-step 
worksheet. Feedback is immediate* The program 
keeps the student^s tally at the top of the page. If 
a student answers a problem incorrectly, the 
problem will be repeated until it is correct. 
Branching capabilities are included* Teachers can 
control the program's parameters and keep 
records for up to 200 students. The directions are 
easy to understand, and a backup disk is provided. 

«i 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: One specific algorithm is 
used for regrouping. Students may not use any 
novel approaches to solving problems. The 
program is not a tutorial but only drill and 
practice. The sn^ke game is lo-res and may not 
engage the sophisticated imagination of upper 
elementary students. As a motivator, if a student 
is using the program because they want to play 
the game and they get the first two problems 
wrong, they have no incentive to continue as they 
will not be allowed to play the game. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The teacher files could be 
usefuL The snake game may motivate some 
children to concentrate. 




•WJJ Northw«t Rctponai Educariorua Laboratory 
mM 300 SAV. sixth Avenue • PortUncU Ortfon ^7204 



fhu tvcluatiQn is btued on the evaltuutons of cfirce or more reviewers 
who Are representative or pottnttai users Of the »:our3et4«re packajie. 

Pevmtision to reproduce this document is hereby rronccd. 
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microfeFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Addition 640, Subtraction 640, and 
Addition and Subtraction 6-10 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Comp Ed 

8626 N. 48th Drive 

P.O._Box 35461 ^ 
PhoeniXf AZ 85069 

EVALUAHON COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff and 
constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, Texas* 

COST: $21.95 each or $65.85 as a set 

ABILITY LEVEL: Preschool through grade 2 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQLTIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, n+, or He, singJe 
disk drive, and monitor. Also available on the 
Commodore 64* 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, DOS 3^ 
INSTRUCTION AL PURPOSE: Standard instruction 
--INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
instructional objectives, program operating instructions, 
student's instructions* In supplementary materials — 
suggested grade/ability level(s), instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions, teacher's information, 
student worksheets. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To have the 
student master addition an^ subtraction facts of 6-10. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREitEQUISITES: ONFERRED) 
Students need to have mastered the facts for 0-5. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 










Package achieves defined purpose. 






• 






Content presentation U clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/sound/color ate used appropriately. 












Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Snidcnt creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



^ CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Each of the three 
packages consists of one diskette, a user's information 
sheet, and a 7-^ge student worksheet master. In the 
program ADDITION 6-10, students practice addition facts 
of 6-10. It begins with having the students count objects 
and add them together. Students learn to count objects 
both vertically and horizontally. The program follows by 
introducing the student to both vertical and horizontal 
math equations with and without objects to count. 
SUBTRACTION 6-10 concentrates on subtraction 
minuends of 6-10. ADDmON AND SUBTRACTION 6-10 
concentrates on addition facts 6-10 and on subtraction 
minuends 6-1 0. Each of the programs offers a teacher 
utility section. Here the teacher can view the students' 
scores, change the.program speed, erase the scores, turn 
the sound off and on, or go back to the main menu. These 
math programs have a main menu which offers a variety 
of methods for working with the given subject area* . 



ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 20 minutes 



POTENTIAL USES: This program could be used to teael 
number facts to preschool children, but it probably i 
necessitates teacher assistance. 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: The teacher utility is the strongest 
plus to this program. The concepts addressed are broken 
down into discrete objectives. The combination of 
vertical and horizontal formats is good. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The readability level and 
instructions are too difficult for some learners. Students 
would have trouble operating the program independently* 



SA A D SD NA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. \ 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning;. \ 






• 






Learning can be Reneralized. 7 




• 








User support materials are comprrhcnsiv/ 




• 








*Dser support materials are etfcctive. / 




• 








Information displays arc effective. / 






# 






Users can operate easily and mdcpendently 






• 






""^jachers can employ paclcage casilv^ 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriatclv 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made^ 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 
Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics 



3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



ERLC 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory ^ 
300 S.W Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 U U 
(S03) 248-6800 



This ^ialmtion u based on the evatuatiom i/iri«e or mare mnewers 
who are represemauie of poticnual useu of the toyrseuare package. 

Permission to reproduci* this document is hereftv mnted. 



micro^IFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Andy and the Math-A-Sizer 

VERSION: TRS-80 

PRODUCER: Aladdin Software 
1001 Colfax*Street 
Danvillet IL 61832 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff and 
Constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, Texas. 

COSTi $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Preschool through Grade 8 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 32K TRS-80 Models I, DI, or IV, 

single disk drive or cassette recorder, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: TRS-DOS" 

INSTRUCTlON-ffllrPUJlPOSE: Remediation, standard 

instruction, enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: Inprogram student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials — suggested 
grade/abUity leveKs), instructional objectives, teacher's 
information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To learn and 
practice the basic math facts. 

"INSTRUCTIONAL .PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package consists of 
one diskette andLa^documentation sheet. ANDY AND 
THE MATH-A^JfiZER provides a way to learn and practice 
the basic math^^cts. Students can select 1, 2, or 3-digit 
problems in addition and subtraction. 1 or 2-digit 



problems in multiplication and division can also be 
studied. Students can also select a mixture of all four 
types of problems. When a problem is missed, the screen 
changes to. the "blackboard" screen and the problem is 
worked out step-by-step. The student can review the 
problem several times to make sure he/she really 
understands it^ Next the student is given the same 
problem again to make sure he/she con work it. If not, 
then back to the blackboard. In this .way the program 
^actually teaches the student to do the problems since they 
are shown how to borrow (subtraction) and add the carry 
(multiplication). Answers are discarded into tHe "answer 
tub" after each correct answer. The program is rather 
easy to use and students catch on quickly to the procedure. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Five to ten 
minutes per day ^ 

POTENTIAL USES: The drill -and practice activities of 
this package are appropriate only after initial 
instruction* It is inappropriate in tutorial mode. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The drill and practice with 
immediate feedback is a plus, and branching to a tutorial 
occurs when a problem is missed. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Concepts presented in m»ulti-dfgit 
division are confusing. The most frustrating aspect of the 
program is probably the speed, which is extremely slow 
and tedious, largely due to the graphics. Correctors are 
redundant and non-motivationaL Students could become 
easily bored. 



ERIC 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 1 




• 








Content has educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 




—J 




Purpose of packatc is well defined. 












Package aehieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logicaL 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 












Use Sit package is motivational. 








• 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SDNA 



1 


• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. I 




— 


• 






Instruction integrates with prior learning 








• 




Learning can be generalised. ] 












User support materials arc comprehensive. 1 


— 


— 




• 




L%er support materials are effective. j 


- 




• 






Intormation displays are etfecttvc. { 




• 




— 


— 


Users can operate easily and mdepcndentlv j 




• 








Teachers can emplov pack.ige ^av\\ \ 






• 






Computer capabilities arc used jpproprutelv i 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use 

■■ — — — „. , 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics 



2. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratorv 

300 SAV Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon ^7204 

(503) 248-6800 
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This evaluacion is based on <he ^ftafiutiiom o/ chrtv or murf rt»t*teu'(fr% 
who arc reprc5eniari^ve o/ p»o(enita{ user^ o/ ihe umr^mare patkujje 

P<frtnission lo ceproduce ihis ducuTnenc u herchv ifrantetl. 



microTSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Bank Street Storybook 

VERSION: Copyright 1984 



PRODUCER: 



Mindscapei Inc. 
3444 Dundee Road 
Northbrook, IL 60062 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff 
and constituents of Beavcrton School District, 
Beavepton, Oregon* 

COST: $49,95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 3 through 9 
SUBJECT: Language Arts 
TOPIC: Writing 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in, disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 64K Apple H, single disk 
drive, monitor, joystick, Koala Pad or mouse, printer 
(optional). Also available for Commodore 64 and 
IBM-PC. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction, 
enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial, word 
processor 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In supplementary 
materials — suggested grade/ability level(s), 
instructional objectives, sample program output, 
program operating instructions, teacher's information, 
student's instructions, follow^ activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) Storybook 
will help students to: devetop creative writingskSlsi 
enhance language arts skills, learn to use a simple word 
processor, organize information more effectively, and 
become "computer literate*^' 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) The 
student must have keytwarding skills. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
a teacher's manual with activities, a User^ Guide, a 
program disk and a back-*up disk. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: One project 
will require four or five 45-minute periods. 

POTENTIAL USES: -This program enables the student 
to write,yilustrate and print a story or short book. It 
can be used for creative Writing assignments, or 
independent artwork. Although the animation is lost, 
color printouts can be m^de using an Apple-compatible 
color printer. ^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: There are many combinations of 
text and graphics that can-be done which makes this 
package very comprehensive. Storybook offers one way 
to create a book. It is good foF situations where it is 
desirable to have students create stories or put final 
versions of stories on the computer.' Also, the students 
who tried Storybook liked it. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: It is essential to read the 
documentation when first using this package. It is not 
easy to start from scratch, even though children can 
eventually figure it out. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Joysticks, a Koala Pad, or a 
mouse are mandatory. i 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Concent ts accurate. 


• 










Concent has educational value. 


• 










Concent i$ free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Concent presentation is^iear and logical. 












Difficulty level it appropriate to audienee. 


• 










Graphics/iptind/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of paclcaie is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedbacic is effectively employed. 



SA A D SDNA 



• 










Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior IcaminR. 












Leading can be generalized. 












Us^,r support materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials arc effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 








Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 












Program is reliab.e in normal use. 



SA • Strontlv Atrec Ao^Kfee D-Oiutrce SD-Sironxlv Oiuirec Na«Noj Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they woUld use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



ERIC 



Nonhwcst Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 24»*680O 



This evaluation is bos.'d on the evaluations of three or more revtewers 
g y ivho are re'preiencative o/ potential iwers of the coursetvare packaj^e. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hercbv granted. 



micro [SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Basic Skills Courseware: 

Third Grade 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODtXCEB: 



Lang-Ford Educational Software 
P.O. Box 1064 

Georgetown, TX 78627-1064 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff 
and constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, Texas. 

COST: $325.00 * 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade 3 

SUBJECT: Mathematics, Language Arts 

TOPIC: iMathematics, Reading. Writing 

MEDIPM OF TRANSFER: in* disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, II+, op He, 

single disk drive, and monitor. * Also available for 48K 

TRS-80 Model m. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, standard 
instruction, assessment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION A\^ABLa In program — 
program operating instructions, teacher'i infornnation, 
resource/reference information, student's instructions. 
In supplementary materials ~ suggested grade/ability 
leveife), instructional objectives. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To teach 
the specific grade level Basic Skills. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package consists 
of ten diskettes: three diskettes for Reading, three for 
Math, three for Writing, and one teacher instruction 
diskette that includes the documentation for the 
package. This courseware package is-a set of tutorial 
and drill and practice lessons designed to teach to the 
Basic Skills test given in Texas. It is used to help teach 
the skills and to remediate skill deficits after the test 
is given. The courseware has successfully raised the 
scores of low and average achievers. Students who are 
high achievers derive benefit from using the unit that is 
the next grade level up. Because basic skills are similar 
to all learners, other states and schools will benefit 
from using the package. 

ESnMATED STUDENT TIME REQXnRED: 15-20 
minutes per disk. 

POTENTIAL USES: The package works to develop 
discrete basic skills and could be used in a lab or 
remedial setting. It is appropriate for both on-level and 
remedial instruction. 

MAJOR STRENGT«a The program clearly defines 
objectives and deals with discrete skills. Examples ^e 
provided and a lot of explanation is included. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Explanations and directions are 
sometimes too sophisticated for the identified 
audience. The tutorial mode is over-Hised; more drill 
could be included for the stated purpose. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SAAD SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content hxt educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Packdic achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Uic of packaee is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 













Learner controls rate and sequence 












Instruction integrates with prior learning 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials are comprehensive 












User support materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA -Strongly Agret A-^Agrtc D»Diu|cree SO-Sironicty Dtiatrcc NA - Nai rtpphcahtf 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



KIC 



Northwest Regiorul Educatioctal Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248-6800 



This cvaluaiion is hosed on the evaluations of three or more rtvie%ver\ 
^ ^ who are representative of potenuai wers of the courscivare packaKe 

remission to reproduce this document is hereby granted 



micro]SlFT COURSEWARE ^ALUATIOhJ 



ERIC 



Bask Skill*! rmir«*.«7or*>. r^A^ INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 

OaSlC akUlS L<OUrseware: Fifth Grade teach the specific grade level Basic SkiUs. 



VERSION: Apple 

P RODUCER: Lang-Ford Educational Software 
P.O. 6ox 1064 

Georgetown, TX 78627-1 064 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, 
Texas. 

COST^ $325.00 

ABILITY LEVEL; Grade 5 

SUBJECT: Basic Skills 

TOPIC: Mathematics, Reading, Writing 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in.*disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, n+. He, 

single disk drive, monitor. Also available for the 

48 K TRS-80 Model IH. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, 

DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
standard instruct ioi^, assessment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 
practice, tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
program operating instructions, teacher's 
information, resource/i:e:^rence information, 
student's instructions. In supplementary materials 
— Suggested grade/ability level(s), instructional 
objectives. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
consists of ten diskettes. Three diskettes for 
Reading, three for Math, three for Writing, and 
one teacher-instruction diskette that includes 
documentation for the package. This courseware 
package is a set of tutorial and drill an|^ practice 
lessons designed to teach to the Basic Skills test 
given in Texas. It is used to help teach the skills 
and to remediate skill deficits after the test is 
given. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 1 5-20 
minutes per session. 

1 

POTENTIAL USES: The program works well as a 
reinforcer and remediator for mastery of basic 
skills objectives in the identified areas. It could 
be used as a pre-testing activity for review as 
well as for instruction. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The feedback often 
includes a short review of earlier concepts. A 
plus is the mgnu-driven function of the program. 
The teacher's disk is especially helpfuL 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Student data cannot be 
saved to the disk. Objectives identified are 
parallel to many in other states, but are changing, 
even in Texas; updates or flexibility for altering 
objectives would be helpfuL Guessing is of ten 
successful, and questions are not randomized. 



EVA 
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UATION SUMMARY 
D SDN A 













Content is accurate. 












Content has educational value. 


• 










Content is tree of stereotypes. 










Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. ^ 












Difficulcv level is appropriate to audience. 












Oraphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 












Use of package is r^otivattonal. 












Student creativity is effecttv^ely stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 



Learner controls rat^ and sequence. 



Instruction integrates with prio 



Learning can be (generalized. 



User support materials are comf rehensive 



User support materials are cffec 



learning. 



Information displays are effectiv 



Users can operate easily and indepeqdently. 



ieptfi^d< 



Teachers can employ package easily. 



Computer capabilities arc used appropriately. 



Program is reliable In normal use. 



S.A -Sirontiv Atree .A-Attree D-Otsairee SD - *cron»lv Oi»iCMe n.a - Nai .ArpJaabk 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. ^ 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

eContent - 4, Instructional Characteristics Technical Ch aracteristics - 4 



Northwest Regional Educational Uboratory This eiduation ts based on the evjiuation5 of three or mote reviewers 

^^^^^ sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon ^7204 ^ q who are representative of potential users of the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby firanied. 



(503) 248.6«00 



microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Basic Skills Coursewar^: Ninth Grade 



VERSION: Apple 
/ 

PRODUCER; Lang-Ford Educational Software 
P.O- Box 1064 

Georgetown, TX 78627-1064 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the stolt and 
constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, Texas bM 
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, Portland, 
Oregon. , 

COST: $325.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 9 

SUBJECT: Basic Skills 

TOPIC: Reading, Mathematics, Writing 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple 0, n+, He, single 

disk drive, monitor. Also available for the 48K TRS-80 

Model ID. ^ 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, standard 
instruction, assessment ' 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial 

DOCUMEn'taTION AVAILABLE: In program - program 
operating Instructions, teacher^s information, 
resource/reference Information, student's instructions. In 
s^PP\e"^e"tary materials — suggested grade/ability 
leveus;, instructional' objectives. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To teach the 
specific grade level Ba^ic Skills. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package consist^ of 
ten diskettes. Three diskettes for Reading, three 
diskettes ^or Math, three diskettes for Writing, and one 
teacher-instruction diskettrthat includes documentation 
for, the package. This courseware package is a set of 
tutorial and drill and practice lessons designed to prepare 
students for the Basic Skills test given in Texas. It is used 
to help teach the skills aM to remediate skill deficits 
after the test is given. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 15-30 minutes * 
per session 

POTENTIAL USES: The program provides drill and 
practice for individuals or small groups. It works well as 
a reinforcer and remediator for mastery of basic skills 
objectives in the identified areas. It could be used as a 
pre-testing activity for review as weU as for instruction. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The feedback is accurate and 
includes review of earlier concepts. Answers cannot be 
second-guessed without reading the text. A plus is the 
menu-driven function of the program. The teacher's disk 
is especially helpfuL The math section was particularly 
challenging, and the writing section provided a good 
rewew. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Student data cannot be saved to 
the disk. Updates or flexibility in altering objectives 
would be helpfuL There was not appropriate feedback, 
enough information, given in the writing section for 
tutorial assistance,* it serves only as review. 
Typographical errors were found. The percent section 
would be easier if taught by proportion. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has educattonul value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Packajcc achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 










• 


Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student crcativir/ is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A 



DSDNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 






• 






User support materials are comprehensive. 






• 






User support material^ are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently. 




• 








Teachers can employ package eaiily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA -ScrontW A«ree A->A|ree 0-Diuxrce SD- Seronclv Ditatree NA - N«i Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change* » 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low)- 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics ? 4, Techn ical Characterist ics - 4. ^ 

|PRS| Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 
(5011) 248.6800 



Th is i£Ma\it(xi\Qx\ IS hostd on the tfvaiuations o/ three or. more reviewers 

6 who ore representative of potential iwers o/ the cQurse«;are packajte. 
yj IVrmiUHiH to ri-proi/uif (hit «lruumfiu i\ hrrWiv Kmnted 



microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Beginning Consonants and 
Ending Consonants 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Cotnp Ed 

86?6 N. 48th Drive ^/ 
P.O. Box 35461 / 
Phoenix, AZ 85069 

EVALUATIOJJ COMPLETED: June 1985 by the 
staff and constituents olTlegion IV ESC, Houston, 
Texas. 

COST: $21.95 each, $43.90 as a set 

ABILITY LEVEL: Preschool through grade 2 
SUBJECT Language Arts 
TOPIG Reading 

^ MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, 11+ orlle, 
single disk drive, and monitor* Also available for 
Commodore 64* 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, student's instructions. In 
s upplementary materials — suggested 
grade/ability leveUs), instructional objectives, 



program operating instructions, teacher's 
information, student worksheets* 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
have the student master beginning and ending 
consonants. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Each package ^ 
consists of one diskette, a user's information 
sheet, and a 7-page student workbook master. 
BEGINNING CONSONANTS begins with teaching 
the child to find and focus on the beginning letter 
of each word given. The student learns where this 
letter is on the keyboard and to respond according 
to directions. The program follows with exercises 
in recognizing words with the given beginning 
sound* Exercises are also given in recognizing 
beginning sounds in pictures shown. ENDING. 
CONSONANTS offers the same kind of exercises 
as those given in Beginnning Consonants. The 
students can easily^ move from the Beginning 
Consonant prografti to the Ending Consonant 
program; The programs are progressive and 
sequential. An immediate response as to whether ^ 
the student is correct or incorrect is given. Goals 
are set at the beginning of each program. 
Students work for a specified number of rewards. 
The programs offer a teacher utility section, 
which allows the teacher to view the students', 
scores, change the program speed, erase the 
scores* turn the sound off and on, or go back to 
the main menu. Continued on back 



EVA] 
SA 



UATION SUMMARY 
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SA A D<§D NA 



Content is accurate. 



Content has educational value. 



Content is free of stereotypes. 



Purpose oi packafe is well defined. 



Packaie achieves defined purppse. 



Content presentation is clear and logical. 



Oifficulcy level is appropriate to audience. 



Graphics/found/color are used appropriately. 



Use of pacjiige Is motivational. 



Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 



Feedback is effective ty employed. 













Learner controls rate and seque nce. 1 






• 






Instruction integrates with prior learning. 1 




• 








Ltarning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User, support materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independentlv. 


• 










Teachers can employ package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriatelv. 




• 






1 Program is reliable in normal use. * 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. 

summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



erJcP 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

)00 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248.680O 
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Thii evaltxution i5 based on ihe t'vaiuaiions of three or mure revtewerx 
who are repreientative of potential users of the tourtt'icarc* /xakaj^f 

Fermi5sion to reproduce this document is hereby granted. 



microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Beginning Consonants and Ending Consonants, 
continued 



ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 5-15 
minutes per day. 



POTENTIAL USES: The package serves weU as a 
supplemenAl activity to reinforce classroom 
instruction. 

MAJOR STI^ENGTHS: The program provides 
opportunity for drill in specified objectives. One 
of the highlights ig user control in the program as 
well as good use of color and graphics. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Picture recognition is 
essential, and some pictures are difficult to 
identify or represent difficult vocabulary, e.g., 
quill, ram. 

OTHER COMMENTS: In classroom Evaluation it 
was observed to be appropriate for instruction in 
kindergarten, for remediation in grade 1, and to 
encourage slow learners in grade 2. Teachers 
assisted students in using the program* 



f£M Northwest Rcfiorui Educarioiul Laboratory Thw tvalwxixon w based on chc cvaliwciotu of ihrte or more reviewers 

«ll 300 S,W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Orcfon 97204 who are representative of potential users of the courseware packaie. 

v,^ 503)248^00 ^ . *' 

g [^(^ * Penni«ion to reproduce this document ts hereby iranied. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Buzz, Bang, Harvey 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Intellectual Software 
798 North Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by 
the staff and constituents of Lehigh University, 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. ' 
COST: $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through 6 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC; Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE; Apple H, II+, or He, single 
disk drive, monitor 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction, 
enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriUand 
practice, game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program ~ 
program operating instructions. In supplementary 
material — instructional objectives^ program 
operating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 

To strengthen students* multiplication and division 

facts. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk and a 4-page Teacher^ Manual. A 
multi-level counting game, in which players must 



recognize numbers which contain or are divisible by 
3, 5, and 7. Used for counting. practice and simple 
division practice. Play is complicated at upper 
levels by an invisible player named Harvey. Upper 
level play will challenge an adult, and be 
particularly interesting to gifted children. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Fifteen 
minutes, several times per week. 

POTENTIAL USES: The program could be used with 
small groups of children as an extra credit or 
supplementary activity. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The game is novel and highly 
motivational. It is challenging and emphasises 
speed of response. Students can control the level of 
use and response timing. Effective use is made of 
the computer. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The package needs teacher 
control and monitoring of use at first. It is very 
easy to crash the pro-am. Invalid input and screen 
control are not handle*properly at program start-up 
(an innocent [RETURN] by accident crashes the 
program). This is mentioned in the 
documentationHDUt it should have been correctedl 
There are spelling errors* The displays are 
cluttered. The documentation is inadequate for 
teacher use. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The program idea is 
excellent. Program bugs at start-up are 
unfortunate, but shouldn't discourage a teacher from 
including the game as an activity for students. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 




• 








Cpntent has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stcrcotypea. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 






• 






Packafc achieves defined purpose. 












Content presenution is clear and lofical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are use<l appropriately. 




• 








Uj« of pickafc is motivatiorxal. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SDNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence, 






# 






Instruction integrates with prior teaming. 










0 


Learning can be generalized. 






m 






User $upport materials are Comprehensive. 






m 






User support materials are effective. 






# 






Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently. 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-SironiW Affee A-Atrc€ (^-DiMtrce SO-!5tron»ly Oiu%Ttt NA-Noi AppHcable 



Evaluators indicated that they v^ould use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4, Instructional Characte ristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 1. 



er!c«^« 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory ^ 
300 S.W. Sbcth Avenue ♦ Portland. Oregon 97204 h . l 
(503) 248*6800 - ^ 



This et'oluaiion is based on the evaluaiioas of three or more reviewers 
who are represeniaiive of (totenual users of the courseware pockoge. 

Pcnnission to reproduce this documem is hcrcbv pranced. 



microlsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Creature Creator 

VERSION: APPle 

PRODUCER: DesignWare . 

185 Berry Street 

San Francisco, C A 94107 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of the Institute for 
Educational Research, Glenn Ellyn, Illinois. 

COS'R $29.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Pr^chool through grade 2 
SUBJECT: Computer^Science 
TOPIC: Computer Literacy, Programming 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple n+, He, or He, 
single disk drive, monitor. Also available for 
IBM-PC and Atari. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program 
program operating instructions. In suppfementary 
material — suggested grade/ability levpl, 
instructional objectives, program operating 
• instructions, student^s instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) An 
introduction to very simple programming, 
teaches pattern recognition and matching. The 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is acminite. 




• 








Content hat educational Value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of package is well defined. 




m 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




m 








Content presentation is clear and logical. 






• 






Difficulty tevel is appropriate to audience. 


• 










Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 


# 










Use of package Is motivational. 




# 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively^ em ploy if!l>- 



package attempts to give children confidence in 
controlling the computer. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one diskette and a l^page User^s Guide. 
Students can create creatures from a selection of 
hieads, bodies, arms and legs, design dance 
sequences for creatures to perform, learn the 
fundamental condepts of computer programming, 
and-attempt to match the dance steps of the 
cofnputer^s creature in an entertaining, pattern 
matching challenge. Graphics, sound effects and 
animation are included. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: It 
would take about 10 minutes to introduce students 
to use of this program. Multiple experiences with 
the program in 10-20 minutes periods would be 
appropriate. 

POTENTIAL USES: This program can serve as an 
introduction to computers and computer 
programming for primary age children. It would 
need to be-used by individual children and would 
require adult guidance to get started. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The graphics are appealing 
and motivational. The levels of difficulty offer a 
challenge to students. Sequencing and spatial 
relationship skills are required and developed, as 
well as memory. 

Continued on back 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 






• 






Instruction integrates with prior teaming ^ 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 






• 






User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials are effectivc> 






• 






Information displays are effective. 






• 






Users can operate easily and independently 






• 






Teacherf can einploy package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 




# 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-Srronilv Aim A-A(rcc D>OiM|rcc $D-Slrontl> Diuitrrt NA - N«i Appliuble 



SA A D SDNA 



ERIC 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, '^^nical Characteristics - 3. 

Northwest Uefional Educational Laboratory . This evaltmiion is hosed on the evaUuxUons o{ three or more reviewers 

300 SW. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Cicgon 97204 , , who are representative of pocenlidl users of the courseware packai^e. 

(503) 248^800 Pemimton lo rc>»roduce this documenj il hereby Ktanted. ( 



micro (SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Creature Creatori continued 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The package is too 
difficult for most 4 year olds. Use of I, J, K, M 
keys are difficult for young children (Apple n+ 
version). The text andscreen layout is cluttered 
and at times confusing. A great deal of reading is 
required for the age group targeted. It would be 
difficult for a young child to operate this program 
independently without preliminary teacher 
guidance. Little feedback is given when the 
creature is mismatched in the game. 

OTHER COMMENTS: There are other programs 
on the market which focus on the same objectives 
and are implemented better. 

The producer states that the product was 
developed for the home market, therefore, no 
suggestions are provided for integrating it into 
the classroom. 



A. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Tk<numnsf.'dj^>T ^hi^i^x Jimiv n hateK:cn<.!t>iumirdruacu'mrn*'iirc SCIENCE u»urvtui 



Dinosaur Days 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER; TYC Software 

2128 W. Jefferson Road 
Pittsford, NY 14534 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Jefferson County 
Schools, Lake wood, Colorado. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 1 through 6 
SUBJECT: Sciences 
TOPIC: Life Science 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple II+, He or 
lie, single disk drive, color monitor. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 

practice, tutorial 

OTHER FEATURES? Assessment 

SCIENCE PROCESSES INVOLVED: Acquiring 

information 



DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program ~ 
post-test, student*s instructions. In 
supplementary materials — suggested 
grade/ability leveUs), instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions, post-test, 
teacher's information, student worksheets, 
follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) Upon 
completion of these lessons, the student will be 
able to identify the following material: 1) the ' 
relationship of fossils' to known information on 
dinosaurs and their habits; 2) the Mesozoic Era 
and its relationship to the human; 3) differences 
between lizard-hipped and bird-hipped dinosaurs; 
4) general characteristics of the following 
well-known dinosaurs: Brontosaurus, 
Ankylosaurus, Tyrannosaurus, Diplodocus, 
Brachiosaurus, AUosaurus, Triceratops, 
Styracosaurus, Stegosaurus, Elasmosaurus, and 
Nanosaurus; and 5) several theories relating to 
extinction of the dinosaurs. 



EVnLn>\T10N SUMMARY 
^>A A D SD NA 





• 








Concent is accurate. 












Concent represents current knowledge of subject. 


• 










Science Issues presented objectively. 












Content has educatioiul value. 






• 






Science processes well inteinrated into packaj^e. 










• 


Content is free of stereotypes. 










Purpose of package is well defined. 










Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation is clear and lofjical. 




• 








Difficult:/ level is appropriate to audience. 






• 






The package makes Rood use of computer time. 




• 








Cf raphicsisound/coior are u*cd appropriatelv. 




• 








Use of package is motivational. 1 



SA A D SD NA 









• 




Student creativity is ctfcctivciv stimulated 




# 








Feedback is effectivcW empioved. 




• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 






# 






Instruction integrates with prior ieamm^ 






# 






Leammg can be generalized. 




• 








User support rnaterials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials arc etfcctivc. 




• 








Package components are durable. 












Intormatton diiiplays are etteciivc. 












Users can operate ea^iilv ind indepcndenii\^i 




# 








Teachers can employ packa;:e easilv 








• 




Computer capabilities are used upproprnttclv 




• 








Program h reliable in normal use. 



SA-StronRly Agree A-Agrce D-Disagrce . SD- Strongly Disagree NA --Not Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics ~ 2, Technical Characteristics - 5. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



The aiterux used (or dus i nduaaon have fccen cusunmzcd accommodate SCIENCE cou^'wdm. 

Dinosaur Days, continued 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
ONFERRED) The student must be familiar with 
the names of the dinosaurs presented* 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains two disks, an 8-pag:e User's Guide, and 5 
classroom activity masters. Each disk includes 
three sections. A "Learning the Facts" section 
provides twelve screens per disk of pictures and 
text on various dinosaurs and their environprtejcjtr"^"^ 
A "Reviewing the Pictures" section allows^fhe 
student to selectively view any of the screens 
from- the previous section. A "Take a Test" 
section contains two, ten-question tests per disk 

on the material presented. . 

POTENTIAL USES: Individuals orsmaU groups 
can use this package to learn or review basic 
facts about dinosaurs. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 30 to 
60 minutes should be adequate. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The quality of the graphics 
is good and the documentation is thorough and 
helpful^ The test program (with its feedback) is 
good, and relieves the teacher of this chore. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program could be 
replaced by a book in that it really only presents 
data. To be truly effective it needs to be 
modified to allow student manipulation of the 
information in some way. 



lIKSl Northwest RcfionAl Educadoiul Laboratory This tvduatton is based on the evcduattons of thrtc or more reviewers 

300 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portkad* Orcioa 97204 who arc represenuitive of potential iuctj of the counetwire packaxe, 

FRin503) 248^6600 ^ , . . ! . * 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Early Learning Series: Volume 1 

VERSION: Apple 

P RODUCER: Educati<vial Computer 
Systems Corporation 
10818 NJE^ Coxley Drive 
Vancouver, WA 98662 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of TEES, Roseville, 
Minnesota. 

COST: $99.95 

ABILITY LEVEL? Preschool 

SUBJECT: Basic Skills 

TOPIC: School Readiness 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple II family, 

single disk drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
student's instructions. In supplementary materials 
— suggested grade/ability leveUs), instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, safmple 
program output, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, resource/reference 
information, follow-up activities. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) Two 
to four objectives are stated for each activity. 
The objectives include: learn to read pictures, use 
pictures as reminders of story events, learn or 
recall nursery rhymes, arrange illustrations in the 
order of the story events^ practice tactile 
discrimination, relate pictures and objects 
pictured, learn to recognize and name simple 
geometric shapes in outline and filled fo .i, learn 
to match shapes in outline and filled ^forms with 
labels on the computer keyboard, learn to 
discriminate among geometric shapes in a group 
or picture, learn to recognize and name colors, 
copy color patterns from the screen^ learn to 
associate shapes and colors on the screen with the 
same shapes and colors in other materials, and 
duplicate pictures on the screen using other 
materials. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
Children are introduced to the keyboard. It is not 
assumed that the child knows the alphabet or tHe~ 
keyboard. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
includes one double-^ided disk, a 40-page manual, 
and a keyboard overlay with self-stick tabs. The 
program has ten activities. The activities are 
titled: A. Completing Nursery Rhymes, 



Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 



SA A D SDN A 


I • i 1 [ Content is accurate. 


1 




1 J Content has educattonai value 






1 j J Content is tree of sicrcotvpes. 






, i ; Purpose of package is well dctincd. 




1 j i Package achieves defined purpose. 


! 




1 ; Content presentation is clear and logicaL 








! J Ditficulty level is appropriate to audience. 






i j Oraphics/sound/color are used appropriately 


— 


!• 


1 1 of pacluice is rootivational 






i ! 5^rudent creativity is effectively stimulated. 




•i 


L 1 i Feedback is ctfccttvciv employed. 



SA A D SD NA 





9 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior iearnin};. 




• 








Leamins can be generalized. 








— 1 


. — 


User %upport matcrtals are comprehensive 




• 








Cscr support materials are effective/ 












Intormation displays arc effective. 






• 






Users can op^erate easily and independently 




= 








Teachers can employ package easily. 




# 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


— j 


• l 






Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 



changjes were made* 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low), 

Content 3| Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics 3* 




Regional Educational Laboratorv 
'm^Si 300 SAV ^Ixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon ^7204 
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ThiA eialuation i5 based on i/ie etaiuadons of three or ntort? reviewers 
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microlSIFr COURSEWARE EVALUATION 
Early Learning Series, Volume 1, continued 



B. Putting Pictures in Order, C. Finding Objects 

by Feel, D. Learning Geometric Shapes, 

E, Matching Geometric Shapes, F. Picking Out 

Geometric Shapes, G. Learning Colors, 

H. Copying Pictures, I. Trace, Color, Cut, and 

Paste, and J. Like and Different. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Varies 
depending on child's skill level. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package is best suited 
for use by small groups or individual students 
working with an adult. 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: The color graphics are 
attractive. The program is menu driven. 
Students need not press return to move to the 
next screen. The system encourages the user to 
make a back-i^ disk and to use it. A variety of 
concepts are presented. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The package cannot be 
utilized independently by a student. Many 
supplementary materials must be gathered in 
order to use the package. This fact discourages 
and limits its practical use in a school. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The term Super Ed disk is 
confusing; side 1 and 2 or disk 1 and 2 would have 
better identified the disks. 



S.W. sixth Avenue t PortUnd. Orefon 97204 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



EngHsh SAT II 

VERSION: ^Apple 

PRODUCER; MicroLab (MicroLearn) 

559 Roger Williams Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff and 
.constituents of Region X ESC, Richardson, Texas. 

COST: $35.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 9 thr.ough Postsecondary 

SUBJECT: Language Arts 

TOPIC: SAT Score Improvement 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER^ 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple U family, single disk 

drive, monitor. Also available for 128K EBM-PC or 

IBM-PCjr., and Commodore 64. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: IBM-PCjr.: BASIC cartridge 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction, 

enrichment ^ 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — Pre-test, 
Post-test. In supplementary materiaJs — Suggested 
grade/abiUtyiev_el{s),.instructional objectives, program 
operating instructions, teacher^ information, 
resource/reference information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To increase 
students' knowledge of a broad range of root words so 
they can interpret new words, thereby increasing 
vocabulary; to increase students* ability to use the new 
vocabulary derived from the bank of root words in new 
applications;' meanings, opposites, sentence completions, 
analogies; to increase reading comprehension skills 
through practice in answering questions about readings on 



various topics; and to increase students* score on the SAT 
test by providing practice conditions on a simulated 
SAT-type test. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) 
Students must have general knowledge of root words and 
their meanings. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This program is a test of 
word skills; it also consists of a tutorial mode to help gain 
a better understanding. It tests the student in general 
critical skills needed to take the English SAT. It improves 
interpretive skills and the ability to use root words to 
define words. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Several 30 
minute sessions are needed to cover all of the materiaL 

POTENTIAL USES: It would be used as a supplement or 
tutoriaL A student preparing for the SAT could find this 
program very usefuL 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program is eosy to use. It 
gives several definitions of single words thereby 
strengthening and broadening the learner's vocabulary. 
The test can be used as both a pre-test and a post-test. 
The content of the feedback is excellent, detailed, and 
clear. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: None stated.V 

OTHER COMMENTS: The.proper place for this program 
is a resource center. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 





A D SDNA 












Content is accurace. 












Content has educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 


•i 










Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 








n 


— 


Content presentation is clear and logical. 




— 1 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




oi 






Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 










Use of package is motivational. 








• 


Student crtativity is effectively stimulated. 




i 




j Feedback is effectiveiy employed. 





SA A D SD NA 













Learner fontrols rate and sequence. 












Instru£|fon integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User i^upport materials are oomprehensive. 


o 










User support materials are effective. 












Intormation displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and indcpentipitlv. 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



$A -sironilv Atrce A-A»rcc D-Oi«icrcc SD-btroiiKlv Oisaeree NA -'Nor Appliwblc 



Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommend use of this package. 
Summary: Seale 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 5, Ins^tructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 




Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 SAV Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon *i7Z04 

<503) 248.6300 



This evaluaiion is hosed on i hi* trvaluaiionj of three or morr revieu'ers 
who are representativ^f of potential users of the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is herebv f^ranted, 
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micro (sift COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Exploring Sorting Routines 

VERSION: LI 



PRODUCER: 



MECC 

3490 Lexington Avenue North 
St. Paul, MN 55112 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of the Institute for 
Educational Research, Glenn Ellyn, Illinois, 

COST: $36.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade 9 through Postsecondary 

SUBJECT: Computer Science 

TOPIC: Programming 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple U family, 

single disk drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction. 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: TutoriaL 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
program operating instructions, student's / 
instructions. In supplementary materia,! — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructidnal 
objectives, sample program output, program 
operating instructions, teacher's information, 
student worksheets. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
know what termsisuch as "ordered list" and "sort" 
mean; to understand that there are several ways 
of ordering (sorting) data; to judge the efficiency 
of several sort methods, based on actual 
comparisons; and to understand how several 
simple sort methods operate. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
It is assumed that students will already know the 
fundamentals of programming and so?ting. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk, a back-up disk, and a 37-page 
Teacher's Guide,. Sorting is a common process 
that is often associated with large amounts of 
information, such as long lists of names or 
addresses. The Exploring Sorting Routines 
package is designed to be used in programming 
classes as a rifeans of exploring and comparing 
methods of sorting lists of data. This package has 
four basic programs designed to aid both teachers 
and students. The Classroom Demonstrations 
program uses la^^'ge-text graphics, enabling the 
easily-read characters to be displayed on a 
monitor in front of the classroom. Individual 
Student Demonstrations allows individuals or 
small groups to investigate some sorting routines 
on their own. Sort Comparisons allo'^s students 
to compare the efficiency of each of the sorting 
methods. And, Visual Sorting Demonstrations 
gives students a concrete visual idea of how 
sorting routines work. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDN A 



SA A D SD NA 









Content is accurate. 




• 










Learner controU rate and sequence. j 


! , 




Content has educational value. 




• 










Instruction integrates with prior leammt; | 


. — _i — k 


\^ 


Content is tVec of stcreotvpes. 






• 








Learning can be generalUed. I 






Purpose of package is well detined. 




• 










U.^er support materials are comprehensive j 


• 


Package achieves detined purpose. 


I. 


! 






User support materials are eltetuvc ' ' 




Content presentation is clear and logicai. 




• 


T 




Information displays are etfective. ^ 


i.i 1 ' ' 


Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 










Users can operate eanW and independently i 


• ! 




Graphics/sound/color arc used appropriately. 






•1 




Teachers can employ packat^c ejsilv 1 




, 1 , 


Use of package is motivational. 








Computer capabilities arc used apv^ropnatelv | 




! • 


Student creativity is etfectivelv stimulated. 








Program is reliable in normal uve 


A 




!• 


Feedback i% effectively tjmploved. I 








\ - 





















Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommend this package, 
f 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 5. 
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micro^IFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Exploring Soptirig Routines, continued 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: One 
class period per day for a week, 

POTENTIAL USES: This package has great value 
in an advanced BASIC programming class* It 
deals with the topic of sorts and presents 
excellent demos of the most widely used sorting 
algorithms^ It would most effectively be used 
after the classroom teacher has presented the 
topic of sorts and wants to expand student 
understanding of the topic. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS; The Classroom 
Demonstrations portion provides an excellent 
graphic demonstration of the various sorting 
algorithms. The user control allows the teacher 
or students to control the pace of the program, 
allowing them time to more fully understand the 
algorithm. The large-text graphics are a real 
plus! The Individual Student Demos allow 
individual students or small groups the same 
capability. This package was well-conceived and 
effectively executed! 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The screen display is 
difficult to read when it is filled with text. The 
Individual Student Sorts had too much information 
on the screen ana moves too fast. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Students must have 
previous knowledge of prerequisite skills such as 
variable exchange comparisons, arrays and looping. 



ERIC 
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mkrolSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Fay: That Math Woman 

VERSION: Apple 

« ♦ 

PRODUCER: 



Didatech Sof tvvare 
549-810 W Broadway 
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4C9 
Canada 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
stafC^and constituents of Multnomah County ESD 
and the Northwest Regional Educational 
.Laboratory, Portland, Oregon. 

COST: $29*95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 1 through 4 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Arithmetic 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 36K Apple H family, 
single disk drive, monitor (color preferred). Also 
available for Commodore 64. 
BACK UP POLICY: $10.00. Replacement free if 
fails to boot. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
standard instruction, and enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 
practice, game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. Irt supplementary material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional 



objectives, prerequisite skills/activities, program 
operating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) This 
package is intended to achieye the following: aid 
students in improving the speed and accuracy with 
which they recall basic arithmetic facts to 19; 
reinforce the addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division algorithms at the pictorial and 
abstract levels; reinforce the use of the number 
line in solving arithmetic equations; reinforce the 
concept of division as the inverse of 
multiplication on the number line; reinforce the 
concept of subtraction as the inverse of addition 
on the number line; reinforce the concept of 
multiplication in terms of "groups of equal 
nuAobers"; reinforce the concepte of "greater 
than" and "less than" on the number line; provide a 
non-violent game by which to practice arithmetic 
skills; and show a woman competent at 
mathematics, thereby breaking down societal 
stereotypes. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Students 
should possess the following skiUs for successful 
use of this package: basic number recognition to 
99; a knowledge of the addition, subtraction, 
nrjultiplication and division algorithms; a working 
knowledge of the number line; an understanding of 
concepts "greater than" and "less than"; 
recognition of-^the symbols for addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



T 



• 










Content is accurate. 


• 










Content has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 


• 










Purpose of package is well defined. 


• 










Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presenution is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/sound/color arc us«(jl appropriately. 


• 










Use of package is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 


• 










Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SDNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials arc comprehensive. 












User support materials afe effective. 


• 










Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



1 SA-Strongly A»fee A-Acrec 0-OtMxree SD-Mroniilv DiuRfte NA - Not Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommend this package. ' 
Summdry: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4, 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 248-6800 



This evaluation is hasad on the evaluations of three or reviewers 
y Q who arc representatwe of potential users of che courseware packoxe. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby granted. 



micro^IFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Fay: That Math Woman, continued 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk, a 4-page User's Guide, and a 
•3-page Addendum to Instructions. This package is 
intended to be a complement to an arithmetic 
lesson and uses the number line as the basis for 
instri^ction. The abstract math equation is tied to 
the visual level by having Fay, who is an eye 
catching combination of blue, orange, and purple, 
move briskly along the lines-to the student's 
answer. Fay walks during the addition and 
subtraction levels and during the multiplication 
and division levels she makes a series of jumps to 
the student's response. This clarifies the concept 
that multiplication and division are groups of 
equal numbers. Two other important concepts are 
reinforced by Fay: the idea of greater than and 
less than, and the idea that division is the inverse 
of multiplication. Each tutorial level has fifteen 
number lines and Fay progresses upwards on her 
elevator every time the answer is correct. 
Incorrect responses make her wave hep arms in 
frustration after which she demonstrates the 
correct answer. AH the questions are randomly 
generated with answers less than nineteen. There 
are two game levels in Fay: That Math Woman 
which give the opportunity lor students to 
increase their proficiency and score points. The 
first game level only uses addition and 
subtraction. The second game uses all four 
operations. In both games time is vital and soon a 
row of "random numbers" appears which dance up 
and down on the number line. These numbers are 
after Fay. Can Fay stay ahead of the advancing 
"random numbers"? Only the student can save her ' 
from being "randomized" by putting in the correct 
answers. Fay: That Math Woman is a non-violent 
program that employs a woman who is good at 
math and is intended as an enrichment activity to 
motivate students to increase their skill at 
arithmetic. 



MAJOR STRENGTHa Fay moving along the 
number line, is an excellent visual reinforcement 
of the concepts of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. The graphics are 
motivating and encourage students to try again. 
An incorrect response is graphically displayed and 
easier to correct. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: WhUe there are levels of 
complexity, the pacing at each level is 
determined by the program. There is no way to 
slow down or speed up the pacing. The range of 
problems is limited for multiplication and 
division. Products and dividends cannot be 
^greater than 18. There is no way to reset the high 
score and high scores are not given credit. 

OTHER COMMENTS The sound can be turned on 
and off. 



ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 1 0-15 
minutes every two days. 

POTENTJAL USE& This package is good for use 
with individual students for practice with basic 
math facts and to reinforce the use of the number 
line. Since the program maintains a record of the 
high score, students can compete for improved 
scores. 



^n^c Educational Laboratorv This evalwition ts based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 

(SOaf iTsisOO * Po"'"'^^' Oregon 97204 who arc representative of poterxtiai users of the courseware package 

y-rJ^r^' ' Permission to reproduce this documci\t is hereby granted. 



micro [SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



ERLC 



Foreign Language Series: Latin 

VERSION: Apple . 

PRODUCER: Island Software 
Box 300 

Lake Grove, NY 11775 



objectives, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, resource/reference 
information. 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the . 
staff and coi^stituents of Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and Northwest Regional learnTng Latin^ 
Educational Laboratory, Portland, Oregon, 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
provide an effective vocabulary drill for students 



COST: $80.00 for set of 4 programs (including 
Spanish, French, Italian and Latin). 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 12 
SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC: Latin ^ 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5--1/4 in, disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple 11+ or He, single 
disk drive, monitor. Also available for PET and 
Commodore 64. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, 
DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
program operating instructions, studenfs 
instructions. In supplementary materials — 
suggested grade/ability leveKs), instructional 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) A basic Latin vocabulary is needed. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one diskette, a 4-page User^s Guide, and 
a 5-page vocabulary list. These vocabulary drills 
feature oversize letters to aid in recall and to 
facilitate classroom use. The student choosjps 
whether to re'spontl in English or the foreign! 
language. If the student chooses English, tne 
J^rogram types out the word in the foreign ^ 
language with the correct diacritical marks and 
the student types in the English translation. If 

the. student is to respond in the foreign language 
he/she must type in the correct accent marks 
(Cedilla, Acute, Grave, etc.). These special 
accent marks are obtained by typing a numeric 
key. At the end of a session, all the words which 
had been missed are shown in reverse field. The 
teacher guides list all the words that are used 
randomly in these drills. Program 1 in each series 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A -D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content hai educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of packaie is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content prcsenution is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty l^vel is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graph5c5/»ound/color are used appropriately. 






• 






Use of package is motivational. 












Student creativity is effe::tivcly stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 










• 


Instruction integrates with prior learning. 










• 


Learning can be generalized. 












User 5UpVort materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials are effective. 












Information displayslre effective. 












Users can operate easilv and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropnateiv 












Program is reliabie in normal use> 



SA -Strontlv Agree A-Airee D-Djuiiree i!D-^<roimy Di»atree ^A* noi AppHtaDIc 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package- with little or 
no change. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

?00 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248*6800 



This evaluation 15 based on the evaluauons of three or more revieivert 
H..^ are Ttpresentame of potenixai users of the t^ourseware package 

Permission to reproduce chw document is herehv i^ranted, 
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microISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Foreign Language Series - Latin, continued 

has approximately 200 nouns grouped in 
convenient topic areas. Program 2 has 
approximately 175 verbs grouped'according to 
ending types. Program 3 has approximately 75 
numbers, colors, months and other useful words. 
Program 4 is specially designed so that the 
teacher can develop drill programs which 
correspond to the class lessons. The teacher does 
not need to have computer programming 
experience since the program guicfes the teacher 
step-by-step. The teacher may customize any 
vocabulary list and save it for future use. 



ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED; 
Fifteen minutes' per day for a few weeks. 

POTENTIAL USES: The program could be used as 
drill and practice for Latin I students needing 
reinforcement in vocabulary. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The option for teachers to 
generate vocabulary lists. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Basically, this program is 
an electronic textbook. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Th^fact that the teacher 
can generate vocabulary lists is a plusi 




t^TJk Northwest Rexlonai Educational Laboratory 
fAVM 300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • PortJand. Oregon 97204 



This evaluation is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who are representative of potential usen of the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby granted. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Fraction Fun with Fraction Man, 

Level 1 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: EduLink Corporation 

Creative Learning Systems 
P.O. Box 206 
Southfield, MI 48037 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the staff 
and constituents of Region X ESC, Richardson, Texas* 

COST: Unknown 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 6 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: ArithrhetSc, Fractions 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in* disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple R, single disk 
drive, monitoir 

REQUIRED SOFTi^ARE: Applesoft, DOS 3^ 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial 

• 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
Pre-test, post-test, students instructions. In 
supplementary materials — Suggested grade/ability 
leveKs), program operating instructions, teacher's 
inf or oration, student worksheets, textbook correlation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OJBJECTIVES: aNFERRED) To 
enhartce and reinforce the learning of basic fractions 
concepts. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) It is 
necessary to have a basic understanding or a general 
knowledge of fractions. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: The microcomputer 
program Fraction Fun is part of an interrelated three 
component system designed to enhance and reinforce 
the learning of basic fraction concepts at home and in 
schooL The overall* program consists of three diskettes, 
.a videocassette program and a 60-page Enrichment 
Workbook. Fraction Fun Level I introduces the basic 
operations of fractions with 'like" denominators. It has 
within it five lessons. Each lesson has an Instruction 
and Practice and a Test Youj*self section. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 10-20 
minutes per lesson. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used as a 
supplement to standard fraction instruction for 
individual students. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package includes 
welH>alanced questions; it is carefully put together. It 
is easy to use. The learner control^ the pace of the 
presentation. The reward provides incentive for doing 
the lessons and for correct responses. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES? There is a lot of text and it is 
all in upper case letters. The student is a passive 
observer duringla lengthy reward sequence. Although 
the positive feedback is encouraging, it slows down the 
pace and could be presented after completed fractions 
inf^tead of after each numbo*. No student 
recordkeeping feature is incorporated in the program. 



EVALUATloi^f^M 
SA A D SDNA \ 



MMARY 









Comckit it accurate. 








Content has educational value. 








Content is free of stereotypes. 








Purpose of package it well defined. 








Packftge achieves defined purpose. 








Content pretenutton is clear and loetcal. 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 


• 






Graphics/tound/color are used appropriately. 








Use of package is motivational. 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 



• 










Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior leaminj? 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials are comprehensive 












User support materials are effective 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 












Program is reliable In normal use 



SA-Stronih Anee A-Afrcc D-Diwiree SD- Strongly Oi»aicre? NA-Noc Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth^Avenue * Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248-6800 



This evaluation is hostd on ihc evaluoiions o/ ihrcc or morr reviewers 
• who arc rcprcscnianvc 0/ poKfniial users 6{ the courseiwre pat^ka^t. 

Permission xot^Ptk^Amc^ ihis document \i hercbv j?ranied. 



microilFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Greek Mythology 

VERSION: Apple 



PRODUCER: 



TYC Software 

2128 Jefferson Road 

Pittsford, NY 14534 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Lehigh Umve;*ity, 

Bethlehenn, Pennsylvania, and Northwest Regional 
Educational Laboratory, Portland, Oregon. 

COST: $39,95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 6 through 12 
SUBJECT: Social Studies, Language Arts 
TOPIC: History,-Literatucg, 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K' Apple H, n+. He or 
He, single disk drive, monitor (color preferred). 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3,3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction , , 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 
practice, tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In 
supplementary' Materials — suggested 
grade/ability levells), instructional- objectives, 
program operatijng instructions, post-test, 
teacher*s information, resource/reference 
information, textbook correlation, follow-up 
activities* 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: To introduce 
high school students to the Olympian gods of the 
golden age of Greek history. To be able to 
identify: the family tree of the Olympian gods, 
the characteristics and legends which identify 
each god, the relationships among gods, the 
influence of Greek mythology in literature and art* 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUC']5;URE: This package 
contains two disks, and ayi 0-page User's Guide 
which includes answer keys and written tests. 
This tutorial relates the most commonly told 
legends of the gods of IVM, Olympus and looks at 
the influence of Greek mythology on art and 
literature, Graphics and animation highlight the 
text material. Each disk also contains a graded 
test and review options. The user manual includes 
suggestions for additional activities. This is a 
Lesson-Tutorgraph (tm) for junior high to adults* 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: For 
one disk, 25 minutes are needed. More time will 
be needed if students take the written test 
provided in the manual. 

POTENTIAL USES: This can be used to 
supplement or review lessons in Greek 
mythology. The stated objectives would not be 
met over the long term if this program were the 
only material used to teach the objectives. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 












Concent has educational value. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appt^opriate to audience. 




u 








Graphics/sound/color arc used appropriately. 












Use of packase is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 






• 






Instruction integrates with priur learning. 






• 






Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials arc effective. 






• 






Information displays are effective. 




0 








Users can operate easily and independently. 




• 








Teachers can employ package easily. 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA - Stfontlv Airee .^-At^et D«DtM,:rrir nD* Mronnlv Oijaufec NA « Noi Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that ^hey would use or rz^com 
no change. 



mend use of this package with little or^ 



Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4, 



ERIC 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97204 

(503) 248*6800 



This evalmuon is hosed on the evaluations of three or more revietvert 
y O who are representatix^e of potential users of thm courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this tiocumcni ii hereby xranced 




microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Greek Mythology, continued 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: This program makes good 
use of graphics and color. The reinforcement is 
motivating and immediate. It provides some 
branching and assessment tests at the end and 
suggests pictures for review of incorrect 
responses. Different questions are asked on the 
same topic throughout the package so that 
students can't memorize answers. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Some screens contain too 
much inforniation to store in short term memory. 
Long term memory could be better aided by 
reading the mytiis themselves. No sound is 
included. No file system is provided. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The program is still an 
electronic textbook. 




Northwest RcfionAl Educational Labdratorv 
06 S.W. Sixth Avenue • PortlaUd, Oregon 97204 
-103) 248*6800 



Thi5 evaluation is hosed on the cva^iwiioru of three or more reviewers 
who are reprcjent*4.»ve 0/ poicntud users 0/ ihe courseivare packa%e. 



ERiC 



Permusion 10 reproduce ihu document \s herebv granted. 
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" microlSIFr COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Learning About Numbers 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: C and C Software 

5713 Kentford Circle 
Wichita, KS 67220 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of TIESWRoseville, 
Minnesota. / 

COST^ $40.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Preschool through Grade 4 

SUBJECT: Mathematics 

TOPIC: Arithmetic, TeUing Time 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple II Famfly, 

single disk drive, monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCnONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Instructional 
management, tutorial, game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program .— 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials — 
suggested grade/ability leveUs), instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, 
program operating instructions, teacher's 
information, resource/reference information. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 












Content has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypei. 




• 








Purpoie of package is well defined. 




• 








Packase achieves defined purpo5«. 




• 








Content presenution is clear aad logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience'. 












Graphics/sound/color are used appropriated. 




• 








Use of package is motivatiotul. 












Student creativity \% effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES; (STATED) 
"Let's Count" — At skill levels 1-5, this program 
provides practice and reinforcement for basic 
counting skills. The objective for levels 6-9 is to 
introduce the concept of addition. *"Let*s Tell 
Time" — This program provides practice and 
reinforcement for a child's skill at telling time. 
"Arithmetic Fun" — T^is program gives children 
who understand the meaning of arithmetic 
operations (either addition/subtraction or 
multiplication/division) an opportunity to practice- 1 
and become familiar with those operations. 

INSTRIJ^IONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
"Let's Count" — To begin to use this program, 
children need to be able to "count" up to 3, in the 
sense of reciting a sequence of numbers, and need 
to have a basic understanding of the relationship 
between those numbers and the group of objects 
countec:. "Let's Tell Time" — Children should 
already have some understanding of how to tell 
time at the level at which they will be working 
before they use this program independently. The , 
demonstration mode can be used by au)arent or 
teacher to introduce the necessary skills. 
"Arithmetic Fun" ~ Children should understand 
the arithmetic operations they will be using well 
enough to figure out the answers to simple 
problems on their own before they start to use 
this program. Those who do not yet understand 
simple addition should first use "Let's Count" at 
the higher skill levels. 

Continued on b^^ck 



SA A D SD NA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 1 












Instruction integrates with prior teanUn^. I 












Leaminc can be generalized. 1 












User support materials are comprehensive, 1 












User support materials are effective. 1 












Information displays are effective. | 












Users can operate easily and independent Iv ' 


• 










Teachers can employ package easilv 1 












Computer capabilities are used appropriatelv. i 












Program is reliable in normal use. 1 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). ^ 
Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



ERiC 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 
300 S,W. Sixth 
(503) 248^800 



RSI 300 S,W. Sixth Avenue • Ponland. Oregon *?7204 



Thi5 evaluation is based «>n the eialuanuns o\ three ir more rutieurr 
who are represeniatite of potf ntial users of ihe Koutsewute packaf^e 

Permission to reproduce this tiocumetic is herebv v^ranced. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Learning About Numbers, continued 



CONTENT AND STRUCTtJRE- The package 
contains one disk, a 19-page manual, and a sheet 
of keyboard labels (for locating frequently used 
keys). The program includes three separate 
activities and a teacher mianagement section. 
"Let^s Count" gives children practice at counting 
a variety of objects that they can easily identify. 
Reinforcement is provided by a delightful happy 
face that smiles and winks at the child; the face 
changes each time, so the child never knows quite 
what to expect. "Let^s Tell Time" displays a 
conventional clock and a digital watch together 
on the screen. The program provides a 
demonstration of the two clocks changing time 
together to help children learn to tell time. The 
child may watch this demonstration as long as he 
or she chooses. When the child ends the 
demonstration, he or she is given control of the 
hands of the conventional clock and is asked to 
set the clock to match the time given on the 
watch. Children receive pleasant sounds for 
reinforcement of correct answers; children who 
respond incorrectly are given additional 
information and an opportunity to try again. 
"Arithmetic Fun" uses an entertaining graphics 
"story" on the screen to provide motivation and 
reinforcement for carefully controlled practice 
with arithmetic facts.. The child chooses to "help" 
either the wicked troll, or the brave hero or 
heroine in the story. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: One 
game would take about 10 minutes. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used 
for drill and practice of concepts taught, or as 
review. The management featu**^^ 'racks student 
progress. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The management fe-aure 
allows the sound to be turned off or mou^iied. 
The teacher can add a class roster and set skill 
level for each student for each of four games. 
The graphics are attractive and motivational. 
The ability to modify skill levels allows use of the 
package with a wider range of students. 



MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Thd packaging is poor; it 
does not withstand handling. The prisoner in the 
dungeon is carried off by the hair when the 
student answers several questions incorrectly. 
This may disturb some students, while others may 
prefer to see the prisoner dragged off, rather than 
rescued. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The package is 
motivational, uses attractive colors and pleasant 
screen formats. The directions are good and the 
management system is easy to use. ^ 



Northwest Repon&l Educatioiul LAboratonr 

}0Q SAV Sixth Avct\ue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

1503) :48^00 



ERIC 



Thw <valtmtion u based on the cvaiuatxom of three or mor« rnvtewm 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Letters and First Words 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: C and C Software 

5713 Kentford Circle 
Wichita, KS 67220 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of TIES, Roseville, 

Minnesota 
COST: $50.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Preschool through grade 2 
SUBJECT: Language A rt^ ^ 
TOPIC: School Readiness, Spelling 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 In. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple II famUy, 
single disk drive, monitor. . ' 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
standard instruction, enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Instructional 
management, "tutorial 

^ DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
program operating instructions, teacher's 
'information, student^s instructions. In 
supplementary materials — suggested" ^ 
grade/ability leveKs), instructional objectives, 
prerequisite skills or activities, program operating 
instructions, teacher^ information, 
resource/reference information. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 
"A-B-C" ~ to introduce and reinforce basic letter 
recognition; "Letter Sounds" — to help associate a 
letter and its sound at various positions in a wordj 
"Building Words" — to show how letters and 
sounds work together to form simple words. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) ' 
'.'A-B-C" — The student must be able to match the 
shape of a target letter with a corresponding 
letter in a group. "Letter Sounds" — The student 
must be able to focus attention on a target 
positipn within the word arid recognize the sound 
that is in that position. "Building Words" — The 
student must be able to identify sounds associated 
with each letter. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: The package 
contains one diskette, a 22-page manual and a 
sheet of keyboard labels (for locating frequently 
used keys). The p; ogram features three separate 
activities and a teacher management section. 
LETTERS AND FIRST WORDS provides a logical 
progr^ission of three activities to introduce and 
reinforce some of the basic language skills. 
A-B-C uses animated graphic? displays, one for ' 
each letter, to introduce and reinforce letter 
recognition skills.^ Children are shown a letter, 
along ^"ith its associated picture, and asked to 
select the matching letter from among four • 

Continued on back 









Content i% accurate. 




1 




Content has educational value, • 


i !• 
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Content is rr?c ot' stcrcotvpeSx 


IT! 




Purpose or package ii wdl detincil. 
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Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 
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Content presentation is clear anc' logical, } 
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DitficultY level is appropriate to audie^fcc. • 


' 

r— 1 


• 
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Graphics/sound/color are uscU approp-iatclv 


1 1 


1 i 




Use of package is motivational. 


! 

1 1 






Student creativity is effectively «ifnuUted, * 


I 


1, i 


• 


Feedback is effcctivciv emploved. 



SA A D SD NA 










Learner coucrols rate and sequence. 








! ^miruction integrates with prior IcarninR, 




• 




{ Learning can be gcnrralircd. 


> ! • 




, ; V'^€r support materials arc comprehensive. 










U^cr support materials arc ettcctive 


,•1 








Intormation displays arc Vtfective. « <^ 


! , J 


1 -J 






LVrs can operate easily and sndcpcndenrlv " 


)•. 




' Teachers can employ package easily 


' ;•! ■ 

i . . A 




; Computer capabilities are u^ed appfopruielv 



Jil 



Program is reliable in normal use 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High). to 1 (Low). 

Content r 4, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



Northv%est Regional Educational Laboratory 

500 SW Sixth Avenue ♦ Portland, Oregon ^7204 

(503) 248.6S00 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



A. 



Letters and First Words, continued 

choices. LETTER SOUNbS displays a letter at 
the top of the screen, accompanied by pictures of 
several words beginning with that letter and its 
sound. Below, three more pictures appear. The 
child selects Jthe picture that starts with the same 
sound as those above. In BUILDING WORDS 
pictures representing simple three-letter words 
help children learn how letters work together to 
i form those words. Children just beginning to use 
BUILDING WORDS are asked to select from 
among several words the one which matches the 
pictijire. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Approximately ten minutes per session 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could best be 
used as an individual student activity. The 
management feature allows teachers to view 
students' scores on each of three games. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The management options 
are versatile. The teacher can modify or 
eliminate sounds, create a class roster, turn the 
management feature on or off, check scores, and 
set skiU levels for each of three games. The 
screens are attractive with colorful and easily 
identifiable graphics. The concepts presented are 
simple. Arrow keys are used consistently to play 
the games. j 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES The format of the games 
was similar, which may be interpreted as a 
weakness by some, since the child may become 
bored m ore quickly. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The ability to establish 
skiU levels broadens the range of ages able to use 
the program. However, the repetition of the 
activity may bore the child. The packaging is 
poor. 

The producer states that the program is now 
packaged differently. 



fi^SI ^5^"^^«^^R<^p°'^^ Educariofifcl Uboratorv This evaluation u hosed on the evaluations of three or more revt^wen 
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micri^IFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION ^ 



Mathematics Life Skills, Volume 1: 

Money Manager 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Computer Age Education, Inc. 
Box 6227 

WashingtonpD.C. 20015 

EVALUATION COMPLETfiD: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of East Central Network 
for Curriculum CoordLpation, Springfield. Illinois. 

COST: $29.95, complete series $79.95 



ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through 12 
SUBJECTt Mathematics 
TOPia Consumer Education, Life Skills 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk ^ 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple U, II+, or 
He, single disk drive, monitor 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
BACK UP POLICY: Free replacement up to 6 
months, after 6 months $19.95. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary material — 
suggested grade/ability level, irtstructional 
objectives, sample program output, program 
operating instructions, pre-test, teacher^s 



information, resource/reference information, 
student's instructions, student worksheets. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
develop personal financial planning skills. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
consists of one diskette, a Teacher^s Guide, and a 
User^s Guide. Money Manager is the first volume 
in Computer Age Education's Mathematics Life 
Skills Series. It can be used in an inductive or 
deductive manner to instruct students about 
personal money matters. Its scoring system 
chaUenges the student to m^^ke decisions based on 
sound principles of financial management. 
Becjause each simulation experience is unique the 
student can benefit from repeated use of Money 
Manager, The Money Manager simulation can be 
used by students with no prior computer 
experience. No preliminary instruction by the 
teacher is necessary since complete instructions 
are available ^n the disk as well as in the user's 
guide. No prior skills are required. Money 
Manager allows the user a degree of control over 
events that approximate real life. It places a high 
priority on skills such as budgeting, comparison 
shopping, and judicious management of cash, 
checking and savings accounts. It also produces 
random and unexpected events for which the user 
can prepare, but cannot control* In Money 
Manager, a single keypress is all that is required 
to carry out the user's decisions. Feedback is 
f 

Continued on back 
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Program is reliable in norm«il use 




1 i Feedback is effectively emploved. 
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no change. j 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Mathematics Life Skills, Volume 1: Money 
Manager, continued 



continuous and performance is measured through 
the' finance score which is tabulated at the end of 
each simulated week, as well as at the end of the 
simulation. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Thirty 
minutes per simulation. 

POTENTIAL USES: Money Manager ceji be used 
as part of regular classroom instruction, as review 
or remediation, or as a component of a math lab 
or media center. It is appropriate for use in upper 
elementary school, junior or senior high school, or 
adult education. In the classroom, Money 
Manager can be used by 1 or 2 students at a time. 
It, can be used to demonstrate family finances and 
budgeting management. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package is easy to use 
and has practical application. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: When new functions are 
selected (e.g., transfer or deposit), the user does 
not return to the same screen after the 
transaction. For example, if an item Is chosen 
and then the user decides to transfer from savings 
to checking, afterward the user should be 
returned to the stope. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The package does give the 
students an idea of expenses a family will have 
and whether or not to insure the purchases. It 
could maintain the Interest of junior high 
students, but probably would not keep the interest 
of high school students. 




Nonhwwt Retlot4il EducadoatI Ubontorv 
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tnicrolSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



* Mathematics Word Problems - 
VERSION: Apple Grade 1 

PRODUCER: InteUectual Software 
798 N. Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



COST: $24.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade I 
SUajECT: Mathematics 
TOPia Arithmetic, Problem Solving 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, II+, or He, . 
single disk drive, monitor, printer optionaL 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation. 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 
practice, tutorial, problem solving. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAEiABLE: In program — 
students instructions. In supplementary material 
— suggested grade/ability level, program 
operating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
teach students how to solve mathematical word 
problems. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk and a 10-page manual. There 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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Content 'is accurate. 












Content^ku educatio^uil vatue. - 












Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well def5n«^d. 
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Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/soMnd/cotor are used appropriately. 
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Use of package is motivational. 












Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












.Feedback is effectively employed. 





are ten modules in this program* Word problems 
^reflect the level of the module, beginning with 
numbers 1, 2, 3 and moving up to lO's. At the end 
of each module, a score is provided. If a low 
score occurs, problems are reviewed. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Ten - 
minutes per modale* 

POTENTIAL USES: This package has very Uttle 
potential for use. * ^ ^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: There are occasional nice 
graphics. The record-keeping feature is 
adequate. Students can return to the prpgram at 
the point where they left off. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The reading level is too 
high. The screen layout and handling are very 
poor as parts of words accidently disappear, 
prompts are inconsistently used and often hard to 
locate. Parts of previous problems are often left 
on the screen while new problems are presented. 
Graphics and animation are not used effectively 
in conjunction with -the text, which causes , 
confusion and frustration. There are some . 
spelling mistakes. In at least one instance, the 
program itself is "confused" as to what problem is 
being' worked on. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The software is poorly 
planned and programmed. The programmer does 
not know fi?st grade students. 
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Learner controls rate and 5eauence. 
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Learning can be generalized. 
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User support materials arc comprehensive. 
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User support materials arc effective. 
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Information displays arc etfective. 
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Users can operate easily and independently. 
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Teachers can employ package easily. 
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Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 
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Program is reliable in normal use. 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by 
the staff and constituents of Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 



Evaluators indicated that they would not use or r ecommend use of this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 2, Instructional Characteristics - 1, Technical Characteristics - U 



O i^l Regional Educational Laboratory O n This evaluaiion is hosed on the evaluations of three or more reviewei 

ir^ BSsS S.W, Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 who are Tepresentatue of potential users of the courseware packave 

SjA^ (503) Z48*6800 ^ « • 

mam Prrmission to reproduce this document is herefcv gramcd. 



microjSiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Mind Benders Al, A2, and A3 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCEK: Midwest Publications 
PO Box 448 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the staff and 
constitu^ts of the Institute for Educational Reseai-ch, 

Glenn Ellyn, Illinois* 
COST: *$39.95 each 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 3 through 12 
SUBJECT: Language Arts and Mathematics 
TOPIC: Logic, Thinking Skills, Problem Solving 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple n+, single disk 
drive, monitor* 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3*3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TjECHNIQUES: Problem solving* 

DOCUMEx^TATION AVAILABLE: In program — program 
operating instructions. In supplementary material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To sharpen 
the deductive thinking skills for better reading 
comprehension, math, science, writing and test-takinsr 
skills* 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Each package contains 
one diskette and a 3-p&ge User^ Guide* A problem is 
stated and then followed by the nec^sary clues for that 
problem^ solution. The user has complete control of the 
pace of the program as well as the direction he.or she 
wishes to go within the program^ colfhponents. A list of 
options w present in each frame of the program. The user 
records relationships or solutions on a chart grid which 



may be revised at any time. Upon completion of the 
problem, the responses marked on the chart grid are 
checked for correctness by the computer and the user is 
informed of the correct or incorrect solution. Mind 
Benders books ($4.75) and duplication masters ($9.95) are 
also available. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: A few 15 
minute periods of use* 

POTENTIAL- USES: The program can best be^ed as 
enrichment for problem solving skills, and can be used 
individually or with small groups* It does require that the 
teacher present Jhe program to the class with complete 
details concerning use, or that one student learn to use 
the package and then explain it to others* 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program presents a very 
effective mean^ of solving a problem using deductive 
thinking skills. It is challenging to students who are 
interested in this type of activity* 

«■ 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Directions are very poorly 
stated* The method of putting in a student's solution is 
time-consuming and cumbersome* If a more efficient 
input routine were used, the program would be greatly 
Improved. No guidance or feedback is provided, making it 
very difficult for students who are trying to learn this 
skilL Practice for skilled usei^s may not require feedback, 
but a scofekeeping system would be motivational for all 
students. 
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Learner controls rate and sequence 
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Learning can be generalised. 
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User support nuitenais arc comprehensive 












User support materials are effective 
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Information displays are effective 












Users can operate easily and independently 
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Teachers can employ package casilv. 
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Computer capabilities arc used appropriatelv 
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Program is reliable in nornval use 
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Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

.Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 2. 
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micro {SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Thi cntcna icc^ /<ir i/uv it uttwiioii kin k:cn vu.^f(imircii fn jccommo Luc SCIENCE<.«>iiri;uaR' 



Modem Biology Study Disk 



VERSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
383 Madison Avenue 
New-York, NY 10017 . 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Jefferson County 
Schools, Lakewood, Colorado. 

COST: $99.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 12 
SUBJECT: Sciences 
TOPIC: Biology 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 4eK Apple il+, He or 

IIc, single disk drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3,3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and 
practice, game 

OTHER FEATURES: None identified 



} 

SCIENCE PROCESSES INVOLVED: Acquiring 
information 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
pre-test, post-test. In supplementary materials — 
teacher's information, student's instructions, 
textbook correlation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To reinforce the material covered in the textbook 
entitled Modern Biology published by Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
The student must have read the chapter in the 
textbook which cwesponds to the selected 
activity. 
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Content represents current knowledge ot subject. 












Science issues presiented objectively. 
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Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presenujion is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












The package makes good use of computer time. 












Oraphics^sound/colorare used appropriately. 
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Learner controls rate and sequence. 
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InstnT^tion integrates with pnor learning 
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User support materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials are etfective. 
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Package components are durable. 




• 








Information displays are etfcctive. 
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Users can operate easilv and independent! v 












Teachers can eraplov package easiiv 












Computer capabilities are used appropriateiv 1 












Program is reliable in normal u^.e, 



SA - Strongly Agree A-Agrce D- Disagree SD - Strongiv Disagree NA - Not Applicable 



Evaluators indicated that they would not use or recommend this package. 



Summary: Scaie Trom 5 (High) to 1 (Low), 
Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics 



1, Technical Characteristics - 2. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



The cntena us^d far this ei duaaon havi^ teen cusio^izsd to accommodate SCIENCE cour^eu'are. 

Modem Biology Study Dfek, continued 

CONTENT A^ND STRUCTURE: This package 

contains a 4-page User^s Guide, three disks and 

three backup disks. The disks contain 

approximataly 1,000 questions written specifically 

for Modern Biology, The program provides 

additional practice to increase retention skiUs, 

and to develop concepts. It also provides students 

with critical simulated test-taking experiences. 

Students select those textbook pages or chapters 

on which they want to focus. Students select the 

type of exercises they want, including: drill, test, \ 

quiz game with one player, quiz game with two \ 

players alternating or racing. Students are \ 

provided with reference to the textbook when \ 

they choose incorrect answers. Students select 

the number and variety of questions: true/false, I 

multiple choice, or fill-ins and the time limit for 

test-taking. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package would be useful 
as a review for individual students. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: A few 
minutes to hours. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: None observed. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: This is an electronic 
. worksheet which is not motivational or creative. 
It's a poor use of computer capabilities. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The emphasis is on 
vocabulary. 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Payroll System: A Business 

Simulation 

VERSION: 1.0 

PRODUCER; MECC 

3490 Lexington Avenue, North 
St. Paul, MN 55112 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 bjTthe 
staff and constituents of the Institute for 
Educational Research, Glenn Ellyn, Illinois. 

COST: $49.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade 9 through Pcstsecondary 
SUBJECT: Business Education 
TOPIC: Accounting 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDW ARii Apple n, two disk 
drives, monitor and printer. 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
BACKUP POLICY: Backup disk included. 
PREVIEW POLICY: Thirty days 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Simulation, 
information retrieval 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In 
supplementary material — suggested 
grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
sample program output, program operating 
instructions, student worksheets, and teacher 
activities. 
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Content hd4 educational value. 
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Content is free of stereotypes. 
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Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 
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Content presenution Is clear and logical. 
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Difficulty level is appropriate, to audience. 
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Use of pack;.|ee is Wottvational. 
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Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 
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Feedback is effectively employed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 
After using this courseware, the student should 
be: familiar with the basic principles of 
processing payroll; proficient in the use cf a * 
computer-based payroll system by setting up files 
and processing the payroll for the hypothetical 
siutations presented in the application or 

evaluation material; familiar with three types of 
standard deductions: PICA, Federal Income Tax, 
and State Income Tax; familiar with a variety of 
optional deductions and three ways in which: these 
deductions are withheld; able to categorize!/" 
income types and use different methods for^ 
processing them; famUiar with automated payroll 
programs that print documents: payroll checks, 
payroll registers, quarterly reports, W-2 forms 
and end of year reports; and familiar with 
maintenance tasks and procedures of an 
electronic payroll system. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Eleventh or 
twelfth grade reading leveL 

CONTEST AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk, a backup disk and a 71-pgge 
Support Manual* Payroll System provides ^set of 
information processing programs which >i(Tiifkte 
computer-based payroU systems. Using t*iis • 
program and the support materials, studf^hts^ain 

Continued on back 
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Learner controls rate and sequence 












Instruction integrates with prior learning 
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Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials are comprehensive 












User !»uppDrt materials are effective. 












Intormation displays are effective. 
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Users can operate easilv and independently 












Teachers can employ package casilv. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would highly recommend this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Lov/) 

Content - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 5, Technical Characteristics - 5. 
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micro^IFT COURSBWARE EVALUATION 



Payroll System: A Business Simulation, continued 

experience in creating data files and processing 
payrolls* The program allows students to print 
checks, quarterly reports, end of the year reports, 
and W-2 forms. A short Application Problem is 
included in the manual. Tax tables are easy to 
update. Peripheral equipment required includes 
two disk drives and an 80-column printer. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: This 
program could easily require a period of 3-4 
weeks of 40-minute daily periods to have students 
realize all learning objectives. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be us^ as 
a springboard for classroom instruction, a 
culminating activity, or a test to evaluate 
students' understanding of the materiaL 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program is easy to 
understand. It is motivational because it is based 
' on realistic situations. The student controls the 
pace and the material is self-explanatory. Data 
entry is facilitated through use of dashes, slashes 
and decimal points. The opportunity to change 
input is afforded. The documentation is 
comprehensive and clear. Student worksheets 
help to guide students' work. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Double disk drives are 
required. 

OTHER COMMENTS: This program is 
well-researched, free of computer bugs, thorough 
and user friendly. It is most appropriate for 
juniors and seniors in high-school. It truly uses 
the unique capabilities of the microcomputer as 
an instructional delivery system, and provides an 
ejccellent experience for students wishing it enter 
the woi'k worldl Business e<iucation courses, 
dealing With setting up payroll systems will find 
this simulation an outstanding instructional 

approach to the topic. Other auxiliary objectives 
relating to using the computer as a productivity 
tool will also be achieved. 



WJl Northwest Rctional Hducational Laboratorr 
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micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Poker Listo 

VERSION: Apple, Copyright 1983 

PRODUCER: Gessler Publishing Co., Inc. 
900 Broadway 
New York, NY 10003 

EVALUATIOr COMPLETED: February 1985 by 
the staff and constituents of the University of 
Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL; Grade 7 through Postsecondary 
SUBJECT: Languages 
TOPIC: Spanish 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in, disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48 K Apple 11+ or He, 

single disk drive, n\onitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

BACK UP POLICY: Backup disk available for 

$9.95 plus $1.95 for shipping;. 

PREVIEW POLICY: Thirty-day school preview 

(payment due 30 days after invoice date). 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DHU and 

practice, game. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
student's instructions. In supplementary material 
— instructional objectives, teacher's information, 
student's instructions. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
teach and review various aspects of Spanish 
grammar and culture. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Prior instruction on the English 
meanings of Spanish words and proper Spanish . 
grammar. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: POKER LISTO 
contains one disk, a one-^page operating manual, a 
teacher's information sheet, and a 14-page list of 
questions and answers. The disk contains a game 
that is similar to 7-card draw poker. The 7 cards 
are drawn r£f i.Jomly from 14 topics, and each 
"card" contains a multiple-choice question. The 
student is shown a "hand" and has the opportunity 
to discard either 1 or 2 "cards" or none at all. 
The student may also select which "cardCs^' to 
discard. Once the hand begins^the student is 
offered the option of an easy (5-point) or a hard 
(8-point) quesv^on for each card. The student is 
shown a multiple choice question and asked to 
respond by typing a number from 1 to 4. If the 
answer is correct, a congratulatory word and the 
number of points won appears. If the answer is 
incorrect, the word "Incorrecta" appears along 
with the correct response. At the end of the 
hand, the student may select to start with another 
hand (and a new score) or to end the program. If 
the student selects to eu ' the program, the 
message "Hasta Luegol" appears. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes. 










Purpose ot' package is well defined. 


t 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content prcsenution is clear and logicaL 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 






• 






Graphics/sound/color arc used appropriately^ 






• 






Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




m 








Feedbfttk is effectively employed. 



SA A DSDNA 



• 








Learner controls rate and sequence J 






• 






Instruction integrates with prior learning 






• 






Learning can be generalized. 












User support maceriaU arc vomprrhensiv€» 


• 










User support materials arc ctfccrivc- 




• 








Inform^tion displays arc etfcctive« 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily 












Computer capabilities are used appropnaieiv 


i • 








Proic^ram is reliable m normal use- 



Evaluators indicated that thfey would recommend use of this i^ackage only if certain 
changes were made. 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 
Content 4, Instructional Characteristics 



2, Technical Characteristics - 3. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Poker Listo, continued 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TliME REQUIRED: 5 to 10 
minute periods per game. Students could repeat 
10 to 15 times before all questions are 
encountered. 

POTENTIAL USES: The package could be used by 
individuals or small groups to review previously 
learned material. It is best suited to advanced 
students. 

«. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: A broad range of materials 
is covered, making it useful for in-depth review. 
The documentation includes a useful listing of aU 
questions and answers. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program is Umited 

because of the hodgepodge of questions, e.g., the 

grammar is not organized by topic. The cultural 

questions become isolated bits of trivia. Leaving * 

accents and the tildes out is bad practice for use 

with students af any level. 

OTHER c6mmeNT& The basic format is good, ' 
but would be better if the material was organized 




^ST^ «f ^J^*^?*^*^^ Educarional Uboratonr This evaluation is based on the evaluations ot three or more reviewers 

:i\,hy« ^ oilJ • Oregon who are representative or potential usen ot the courseware packoMc. 
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Practical Algebra: Algebra 

Word Problems 

, VERSION: Apple 1984 

PRODUCER: Intellectual Software 
798 North Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by 
the staff and constituents of Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

COST: $49.95 each, 
(5 disk series -$195.00) 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 9 through 12 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Algebra 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, II+, or He, 
single disk drive, monitor, (printer optional with 
management system) 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation. 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Instructional 
management, drill and practice, tutorial, 
information retrieval, game. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional 
objectives, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, student's instructions In 



) 



supplementary material — » suggested 
grade/ability level, instructional objectives, 
program operating instructions, teacher's 
inform ation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) This 
series was designed to serve as an introduction or 
a review of algebra for high school students. 
After completing this program the student will be 
familiar with: signs of equality and inequality, 
sets and subsets, number lines, manipulating sets 
and number lines, order of operations, factors, 
coefficients, exponents, negative numbers, the 
four arithematic operations, factoring, reducing, 
rational and irrational numbers, powers, roots, 

algebraic expressions, equalities and inequalities, 
solving equations with one unknown, solving 
equations with two unknowns, solving qu^^dratic 
equations, and a step-by-step process for solving 
algebra word problems. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one disk and a 10-page manuaL 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: A 
maximum of 20 minutes per unit. 

POTENTIAL USES: Used by one student at a 
time. The student would have to have leartied 
these skills elsewhere and just use this for 
practice. 

Continued on back 
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• 








Content is accurate. 






• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 









Content has educational value. 






• 








Instruction mtcRratc^ with prior learning. 












Content is free of stereotypes. 








• 






Learning can be general ircd. 


-A 




• 






Purpose of package is well defined. 








• 




User Nupport materui;» are comprchen^jive 






• 






Package achieves defined purpose. 














U^f r support raaienaU are t?ffective 


i 


m 






Content presentation is clear and logical. 








• 






Intormation (Ji5plavs are effective. 




• 








Difficulty level'is appropriate to audience. 






• 








U^ers can operate easily and independently ' 








o 




Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 






• 








Teachers can employ package easily ! 












Use of packate is motivational. 










• 




Computer capabilities ar^ used appropriately 








• 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. ^ 




• 








Program is reliable in normai u^e. 












Feedback is effectively emploved. I 















Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package only if 
certain changes were made. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 1, Technical Characteristics - 2. 
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Practical Algebra: Word Problems, continued 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Problems are presented in 
steps and students are asked to determine which 
steps are approporiate or which operations are to 
be used. Students may select difficulty of 
problems* The record-keeping feature is adequate, 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program is slow in 
acceptih^ keystrokes. Responses to correct 
inputs sound as if the inputs were incorrect. 
Many explanations were hard'^o read; there was " 
too much on the screen and the wording was 
poor* There was no consistency to the manner irt 
which correctness of response was indicated to 
the user. In reviewing, the user can be taken into 
the middle of the problem and be asked to give an 
equation to solve the problem without seeing the 
beginning steps leading, up to that point in the 
problem. Some options in multiple choice refer to 
equations which aren*t on the screen. For some 
units, only two problems are given, 

OTHER COMMENTS: There is not enough 
teaching being done to use this package as an 
introduction to solving word problems. Graphics 
should be used with these problems. An important 
part of teaching wordyproblem solutions is to 
diagram what is happening. 



\ 



\ 



\ 
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Practical Geometn' Series: Triangles 



ERIC 



VEilSION: Apple 
PRODUCER: 



Intellectuid Software 
798 N Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: December 1984 by the staff 
ajRd constituents of Lehigh University, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania* 

COST: $65. Od; entire series of five packages is avaibble 
for $195.00. 

ABIUTY LEVEL: , Grades 9 through 1 2 
SUBJECT; Mathematics 
TOPIC: Geometry 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, II"*-, or He, single disk 

drive, monitor, (printer optional)* 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction- 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriUand pi'actice, 

tutoriaL 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — student's 
instructions In supplementary material ^ suggested 
grade/ability level, instructional objectives, program 
operating instructions, teacher's information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To review 
geometry (triangles), for high schoo' and college students. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

CONTENT AND STRUQTURE: This package contains 
one disk, an 1 l'i>age Practical Geometry Series Manual 
and a 3-page Management System ManuaL TRIANGLES 
is the second in a series of five packages. Other titles in 
the series include: Lines and Angles, Circles, 



Quadrilaterials, Polygora and Solid G^metry, and 
Theorems and Proofs of Theorems. TRL^NGLES contains 
tutorials and drills on areas of triangles, on congruent , 
triangles, right, isosceles and equilateral triangles, 
Pytjjagorean theorem, special right triangles, angles ' 
within and outside triangles. ■ 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Approximately 
15 minuies per unit. 

POTENTIAL USESi The program could be used by 
individual students. The student needs to learn these 
sikiUs^ewhere and use th^ program for review. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: SfJ'der.ts may select the difficulty 
of problems. The record-keeping feature is adequate. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES The multiple choice is confusing. 
Sometimes choices are A, B, C, and the correct answers 
might be A, B, C. In the same quiz, choices change from 
A, B, C, to I, n, ni where you must type in.3 HTs for 
choice nii Sometitnes, what^the choices refer to is 
confusing; is it Jn the picture orin^he description? Many 
dull questions are trivial and certainly not motivationaL 
S.A.S. and A.S.A, are explained but other important terms 
such as "corresponding parts" are not. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The more difficult problems are 
not done step^y-step. if a student is to learn from this 
package, the problems should be presented in a 
. step-by-atep fashion. iJt student needs .pencil and -paper to 
do all the work and than type in only the final answer. 
Many explanations could be presented more clearly? they 
are given in run-on sentences. They could be laid out on 
the screen so they are easier to read. 
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Content is accurate. | 




• 








Learner i:ontrols rate and sequence. 










Content has educational value, ~] 






o 






Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Content h free of stereonpcs. | 










Learning can be generaltzcd. < 




• 


— 






Purpose of package is well defined. ! 












User NUpport material«i are comprehensive 


— - 








Package achieves detincd purpose. ^ 


i 






• 




■^7'* ' - • • - — — — ' ■ -- ■ — — — i 

User support materiaU are etfecti\e. 












Conten^t presentation is clear and logical. 


1 

1 




■ - i 


• 






Information displays are ctfective. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 


1 




• 








Users can operate easilv and independently i 






• 






Graphicsisound/color are used appropriately. 




• 








Teachers can employ package easily. 


— — 






• 




Use of package is motivational. ] 







• 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately 








• 




Student creaitvity is cffo^ctivelv stimuUted 


! 


1 


• 






T*?m«c"n reliable in rtonruil use. 


— 


I— . 


• 






Feedback in etfcctivelv emploved. 


H 









Evaluators indicated that they would not use or recommend this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to I (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 2. 
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Preschool Activities for Learning 

VERSION: Apple - . 

PRODUCER: Educational Activities, Inc. 
P.O. Box 392 
Freeport,- "NY" U520 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents df TIES, Rosevjlle,* 
Minnesota, and the Northwest Regional 
Educational Laboratory, Portland, Oregon. 

COST: '$65.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Kindergarten through Grade 1. 

SUBJECT: Reading, Mathematics j 

TOPIC: School Readiness 

MEDIUM OF TRA-NSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk . 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 4§K Apple irfamUy, 

single disk drive, monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3,3 " 

INSTRUCTIONAL PilRPOSE: Standard 

instruction 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In progra m - 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials — 
su^ested graaeyadiiity ieveUs), instructional ' 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, sample 
program output, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, resource/reference 
information, student worksheets. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 









Content is accurate. 








Content has educational value. 




V 




Cohtent is free of stereotypes. 








Purpo*c of packaf e it well defined. 








Package achieves defined purpose. 








Conten^pre<enution is clear and logical. 








Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 








Graphict/sound/color are uted appropriately. 






1 ■ 


Uie of pa/:kage it motivatiotul. 


• 




r 


Student cn^ativity \^ e^ctively stimulated. 








Feedback It effectively/employed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) Each 
of the 4 programs has 5 or 6 stated objectives. 
These include: visual and. auditor^ discrimination, 
reading and matlVreadiness, left to right 
orientation, keyboard familiarity, introduction to>- 
letters, numbers and .symbols, comput'er skills, ^ 
alphabet memorization, letter/name association, 
•correspondence of sets, introduction of numbers 1 • 
to 10, correlation of nUmber to amount, phonics 
skDJs, and vocabulary building. * • . * 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. - 

CONTENT A^ND STRUCTURE;. This package 
contains two disks, a 15-page manual, and 15 
worksheet masters. The package has 4 different ^ 
activities: 1) COPYCATS teaches keyboard 
familiarity at four difficulty levels; 2) ABC 'FOR 
THE MICRO AND ME teaches the alphabet. using 
the "Alphabet Song" and a game; 3) FIRST 
NUMBERS teaches the concepts of amount, 
nurtiber labels and set correspondence in four 
different exercises; and 4) FIRST WORDS teaches 
letters, sounds, and phonics in three different 
exercises. Each activityincludes a set of 
worksheets. ^ 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Each 
set of exercises takes approximately 5 to 10 
minutes with a preschooler who recognizes letters 
and numbers. 

Continued on back 
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Learner controls rate and sequence 








Instruction integrates with prior learninR. 








Learning can be generalized. 








User support materials are comprehensive 








User support materials are effective. 








Information dliplays are-effective. 








Users can operate easily and independently. 


■□■ 






Teachers can employ package easily. 


■□■ 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 


■□■ 






Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA -Stfontiv Afr« A-Axrcc D*DiM|r«e SD- Slronjlv DiuRtf c NA - No» Applicable 



Evalukors indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. • 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 
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Preschool Activities for Learning, continued 

POTENTIAL USES; This program teaches^ 
sequencing andrecognitioaof numbers and letters 
for preschoolers, special education students, and 
learning disabled first graders. Teaching 
strategies for this program are described and are' 
designed for use by one ac two students*';<^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package includes 
different levels of -difficulty, a variety of 
formats, and support activities to complement the 
program* The graphics are user-<joatrolled and ' 
attractive. There are' on-screen directions for an 
adult to read. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: In COPYCATS, t;?e 
letters in the first words and numbers were a 
different size from those used in "ABC SONG". 
Preschoolers could more easily identify them if 
they were all the same size* There is no way that 
a teacher can make c<3htent changes within the 
program. The child is instructed to use the 
escape key to indicate answers. Using the space 
bar would J>e better. 

OTHER COMMENTS: One observer noted that 
this program was not the most stimulating 
preschool program she had ever seen, but it would 
be a challenge for a child learning letters and 
words. One observer noted that a seven year old 
had already mastered the material but a 3-1/2 
year old enjoyed the challenge and paid close 
attention. 



in 
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'P.urchase Power 



VERSION: Apple) 

PRODUCER: Computer Age Education, Inc. 
S'ox 6227 " . 
^ Washington, D.C. 20015 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of East Central Network 
for Curriculum Coordination, Springfield, Illinois. 

COST: $29.95, Complet^e series $79.95. 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade 7 through Postseeondary 
SUBJECT: Mathematics • 
TOPia Consumer Education 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER; 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, 11+ or He, 
single disk drive, monitor \ 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, BOs\^ ^ 
BACK UP POLICY: Free replacement up tQ 6 
months, after 6 months $19.95 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, enrichnpent 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — . 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary material — 
suggested g^:ade/ability level, instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills/activities, sample 
program output, program operating instructions, 
pre-test, teacher's information. 



resource/reference i^nformation, student^s 
instructions, student worksheets.; 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED), To 
teach students the ins ancj outs, in making 
purchasing <jecisions and to give experience 
working with discounts, credit, layaway, and sales 
tax. Detailed objectives for each problem set are 
stated in the documentation. . 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
The teacher will need to select the appropriate 
problem sjet prior to the students using the 
computer. The students need to be familiar with 
whole number operations, decimals, percents and 
calculators. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
consists of one diskette and a 10-page Teacher^s 
Guide, and a User's Guide." Purchase Power is the 
third volume in Computer^ Age Education's 
Mathematics Life Skills Series. It helps the 
student learn the ins and outs in making 
purchasing decisions and covers discount, credit, 
layaway, and sales tax. It is an ideal supplement 
for a general mathematics or life skills course. 
The Purchase Ppwer lessons are self-explanatory 
and can be used by students with no prior 
computer experience. No preliminary instruction 
by the teacher is necessary since complete 
instructions are available on the disk as well as in 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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Content is accurate. 












Content has educational value. 












Content ts free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 


✓ 










Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Gri^phics/sound/coior are used appropriately. 












U«e of package is motivational. 












Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively employed. 





SA A DSD NA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User support materials arc elfective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 






• 






• Users can operate easily and independently. 




• 








Teachers can employ package easily. 












Compute; capabilities are used appropriat<?lv 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA -Sironslv 



Atrce A*Axree D«Dtsairee SD-Mronnlv Oiwurec NA-Not Appiicable 



no change. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 4> Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 3. 
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Purchase Power, continued 

the user^s guide. Purchase Power includes four 
independent lessons each including several • 
sequential problem sets. Each set helps the 
•student learn one objective. Student progress is. 
measured by the computer to determine when the 
objective has been mastered. Lessons and . . 
problem sets within the lessons in Purchase Power 
can 6e selected according to student needs* Once 
% problem set is selected, the student solves 
problems th&t teach the concept while 
simultaneously testing for mastery. Purchase 
Power allows the user complete control over the 
prdblem solving process. There are three options 
which can be accessed by a single keypress and 
may be used'as often as necessary to aid the 
student in finding the solution to the problem. 
They are; ^nter the solution to the problem, turn 
on the on-screen arithmetic function calculator 
for commutations,' and request help. 

EST[MATED STUDENT TIME REQUIJIED: This 
depends on the studentjs strength, of prerequisite 
skills. Allow tWo hours to complete 24 problems. 

POTENTIAL USES: Purchase Power can be used 
as peipt of regular classroom instruction, as review 
or remediation, or as a component of a math lab 
or media center. It Is appropriate frvr instruction 
in upper elementary school, junior or senior high 
school, or adtdt education. / 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Providing an on-screen 
calculator is 'excellent. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The lesson or teacher 
materials should provide a glossary. In Lesson 2 
Problem 2, the computer mad,o a rounding error. 
Numbers must be entered slowly into the answer 
box and calculator in order to avoid "mistakes.^' 



OTHER COMMENTS: This tutorial wiU reinforce 
purchasing skills. Prior to package use, teachers 
should assess student skills with decimals, 
percents, and familiarity with the operation of a . 
hand held calculator. An evaluation instrument 
(prepared by the teacher) should be used tp assess 
improvement ih student perfwmance following 

of this instructional package. After 
completing the lessdns, you return to the table of 
contents without apy -congratulatory message or 
indication that you have completed the training. 

« 

Producer states that the input; routines for both • 
the answer box and the calculator have been 
revised and allow rapid entry of numbers^ 



( 
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Reading Klooz 

' VERSION: .^Apple 
PRODUCER:- 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
one diskette^ It is played like a game df hangman^ 
Players ajpepresented with a paragraph fpom which^ 
most of the words have been deleted. The goal is to 
deduce the meaning of the paragraph using the fewest 
number of words and letter clues* A reproducible book 
"(orm is also available which allows team and classroom 
^e- ^ ^ 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME ^ijiJblRED: As^an 
enrichment activity students ^ouid spend 10-20 minutes 
"^t a sitting. 

POTENTIAL USES: This could best be used as an 
.enrichment activity for gifted students, Reading and 
problem solving skills are required for successful use, 
• ^ f 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The student can work at his/her 
own pace, be challenged to solve passages, and utilize 
contextual clji^ for letters and words, A variety of 
passages are available, 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The target group is 
inappropriajte. The objectives are too glol3^ for the ^ 
activity presented. The screen display is not very 
attractive, ther^ was initial difficulty in using this 
progpaA because of lack of instructions. The level of 
•difficulty of passages is not given, which precludes the 
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: To improve analytical user starting at an easy level and proceeding to a more 
thinking, syntax, speed reading, spelling, and difficult skill leveL 

punctuation, ' . . 

OTHER COMMENTS: This program has strength in 
challenging the able, but would not be appropriate for 
> less able students. The stated objectiv^ do not seem 

•^/£o 'necessarily^result from t3ie^ use''i)f Vhis program. 



Midwest Publications 
' Pd Box 448 • / * 

Pacific Grove, CA 93'950 / . 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 19J35 by the/taff 
and coifetituents of Institute for Educational Research, 
Glenn EUyn, lUinois. - ^ 

^ COST: $39,95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 3 through 8 
SUBJECT: Lanugage Arts 
TOPIC; Read'ing, Writing 
MEDIUM OF^TRAJ^SFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple n+ or He, single disk 
r drive, monitor^ 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3;3 
PREVIEW POLICY: Thifty-day examination available., 
INSTRUCTIOfl AL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Information 
retrieval, game, problem solving 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In p^ogram 
program operating instructions, student's instructions. 
Jn supplementary material — program operating 
iititructions, T 



INSTRUCTlbNAL PREREQUISITES; None stated. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. t 




• 








Content has educational v;ilue. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 






• 






Purpose of package is well defined. 






• 


r 




Package achieves defined' purpose. 






• 






Content prestntation is clear arid logical. 






• 






Difficulty level is^appropriate co audience. 








• 




Graphics^ound/color are used appropriately. 












Use of package is motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 





.SA A D SDNA 





• 








Learner controls rate and sequence. 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning. 






• 






Learning can be generalized. ' 






• 






User support niaterials are comprehensive. 






• 






User support materials are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 






• 






Users can operate easily and independently 






m 






Teachers can employ package easily. p 




• 








Computer capabilities are used appropriateiv. 




• 








Program^is reliable in normal use. 



SA - StfoniUv Afcrcc A"*Afrce D«Dtutrec SD" Strontlv DiMtree Na - Not AppJuable 



Evaluators indicated that they viovld use or recommend use of this oackage with little or 
no change^ " 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) - 
Content -'S, Instructional Characteristics 



2, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



ERIC' 



Northwest Regional EducationalXab oratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avcnue'<*-Rortlar.d. Oregon 97204 

(503)248.6800- * \| • 
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This evaluation is hosed on the evaluaiiom of three or more reviewers* 
who/Xte representative of /potential users of the courseware package. 

Permission to reproduce this tlocumcnt is hereby Rrantt^d. 
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sih: 



COURSEWARE EVALUATION 




Santa FeTraU 

VERSIO.N: Apple II 

PRODUCER: EducationaPActivities, Inc. 
P,0, Box 392 ' 
Freeport, NY 11520 

EVALUATTON COMPLfeTED: July 1985 by the staff and 
constituents of Region X ESC, Richardson, T^as, and the 

Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, Portland, 
Oregon* 

COSr: $59.95 , ' . : 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through Postsecondary 
SUBJECT: Social Studies 
TOPIC: History 

lyiEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in* disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, single disk drive, 
monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3,3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment » 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: GaiWe, sim ulatjon, 
pijjblem solving ^ ^ 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In supplemfentarv 
materials — suggested grade/ability leveKs), instructional 
objectives,, prerequisite skills or activities, sample 
proffl»am output, program operating instructions, teacher's 
infc^mation, resource/reference information, student's 
instructions, follow-up activities^ 

IJNSTRUCpOl^AL OBJECTIVE (STATED) ^Togive 
students a^ simulated experience of life along the Santa Fe 
Trail in the 1820*3; to give students experience 
overcoming historical and geographical obstacles; to have 
students learn that life on the Santa Fe Trail in the I820*s 
was considerably different from what life is anywhere on 
earth today. 




EVALUATION SUMMARY. 
SA A D SDNA 



• 










Content is accurate. 


# 










^Content has educational value. 










'Content is free of stereorypes. 












Purpose of package is well detined. 












Package achieves defined purpose^ ^ 












Content presentation is clear afvi logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphic^/sound/color are used appropriately. 












Use of p^?kage it motivational. 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUfilTES: (STATED)^ Students 
'•s'hould be raiding on at least a 7th grade l4vel,.or should 
work in tandem with some^)ne who is reading at or above 
that leveL 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Santa Fe TraU is an 
adventure simulation which uses high-resolution graphics 
for enhancement. It reflects historical accuracy in the 
hardships that a trav^e^ along the trail would have^ 
encountered. 

ESTIMATED 'STUDENT TIME REQUIKED: Thirty to 
forty-five minutes (one day). 

POTENTL^^L USES:^ This program could best be used as 
enrichment at the^ end of a social studies unit on the Santa 
Fe Trail or as an introductory activity to stimulate 
students' interest in the unit. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Having students experience Ufe on 
the Santa Fe Trail with this simulation is interesting and 
involving. The interaction btiilt into the program is good; 
for example, students have to decide how to spend their 
money and what to do in different situations^ The 
graphics and sound add to the program. ^ 

MAJOF.*WEAKNESSES: The major weakness is that the 
situatiflns given to particit)ants are repetitious. More 
interesting situations and a greater varietj^of them would 
improve this program. 'The procedure-for buying goods 
and supplies could be improved. 

9THER COMMENTS: The document^tfen is fairly 
complete t^yt poorly edited. The borders fop Mexico and 
the United States and tlie lines indicating rivers are hard 
to distinguish from eac^ other. ^ 





m 








Learner controls rate and sequence. *" 






c» 






Instructiof), integrates with prior le^minis. 




m 








Learning can be generalised.! 












User support materials ar<5 comprehensivt. 




• 








y^r support materials are effective. 




• 








/^information displays ace effective. 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently. 




• 








► Teachers can enVphiy package easily. 




• 








Co^uter capabilities are used appropriately. 




m 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-^(rontlyAgre«.-\«Atre« D*D)ucrce SD-^icrontlv Diugrec NA * Not .Appliubte 



Evaluators indicated that they vyould use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change; ^ ^ , 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4/ Instraetional Characteristies - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



ERIC 



Northwest Jlegionai Educational Laboratory "inn 
300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 xU 
(503) 248-6800 



This eva/uuiion is bUsed on the, evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who arc riepresentative of poientwi users of the courseware pacfcage« 

Permission to reproduce thtz document is hereby granted. 
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ERIC 



SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 
-r^ ■ . .1 



'Spanish Vocabulary Game 

VERSION: Apple 



PRODUCER: 



Intellectual Software •'' 
798 N-orth Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06B06 



EVALUATtON COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of ,pehigh'Univ'ersity, 

Bfethle^iem, Pennsylvania, and N orthwest Regional 
• Educational Laboratorj^, Portland, Oregon. 

.1 ' ■ ' 

COST: $39.95; with.games futility disk $49.95 , 

_ABILIT^LEVEL^. Grfides 6 through 1 0 \ 
/ SUBJECT: Languagies 
^OPICe Spanish 

/medium OP.TRANSFER:' in. disk ' 
V REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K*Apple R, II+, or 
He, single disk drive, monitor, printer (opfidnal) • 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 
instruction, enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill arid 
practfce, tutorial, game «s 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials — 
progrdm operating instructions, teacher's 
information. . , 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFEKfRED) 
Review and drill of Spanish vocabulary. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES:' • 
(INFERRED) Students must have been exposed to 
vocabulary before using the package. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains two disks and a Teacher^s Manual. One 
diSsk has seven vocabulary games utilizing 20 
existing vocabulary files. Teachers may also 
create their own vocabulary files either keyed to 
chapters in their text or any desired category « 
using the utility disk. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME KEQUIRED: 20-30 
minutes for efich game 

POTENTIAL USES: This pa9kage could be used tt> 
supplement and reinforce vocabulary development 
in a foreignlan^uage class (there are disks in 
French and Latin also available). ^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The sound, effects and 
reinforcng feedback are motivationaL The 
package includes a utility disk which enables the 
instructor to add new vocabulary words to the 
disk.' Each game contains several categories of 
wobds to choose from adding variety to the 
uiO£Tam. ' • . 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES:' Some of the instructions,, 
especially substituting keys for accents, are 
(Confusing. Some games can only be played by two 
students. - " . , 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 



t 










, Content is accurate. ^ 












Content has educational v;ilue. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 




• 








Purpose of paclcage is well def infd. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation is cicartjrfd logical. 










t 


Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 


• 










Use of packaie is motivational. • 






• 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedbaclc is effectively employed'. 



SA A D SD NA 













Learner controls rate aAd*»equence 




• 








Instruction integrates with prior learning ^ 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








XJict support materials are compreheni^ive 




• 






T 


User support materials are effective 




• 








Information displays are effective. • 




• 








Users can operate easily and independently 




• 








Teachers can emptoy package casilv * 




• 








Computer Capabilities are Used appropriately 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 




idicated that they would use or recommend use of j^is package with little or 



Evaluate 
nocliang" 

Summary: ScaljB from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Conte|it - 5, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Ciiaracteristics - 4. 



Northwest Regional Hducatiorul Laboratory 
30O S.W. sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon 97204 1 D Q 
(503) 248-6800 . J- UO 



A. 



This evaluation i5 based on ihe evafuationi o/ ihre<* or more* revic*u'er\ 
who are represemative of potential us^rs of the courseuarf package- 

Permission to reproduce this document is herehv xjranced ' 



•oISIFT 



micro ISIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Special Topics in Mathematics: 

Bases Other Than Ten 

VERSION: Apple < 



PRODUCER; 



Intellectual Software 
798 N Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: Uebember 1984 by the staff 

and constituents of L.ehigh University/^ethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 

COST: $29.95; with record keeping system $39.95; series 
»of 6 $15?.0O, series with mcuiagement disk $215.00 
^ 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 9' 
SUBJECT: Mathematics 
TOPIC: Algebra 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 In. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, II+, or He, single disk 
. ,drive, monitor, printer optionaU Also available for IBM 
PC and PCjr. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment. ' 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Instructional 
management, drilt and practice, tutoriaL 

DOCUMENTATION A VAEiABLE: In program — Stud^t's 
instructions. In supplementary material — sugg^TSn 
grade/ability ley ^if instructional objectives, prdgram 
operating inatructiora, teacher's information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) After « 
completing thi»o programs, the student will understan**;^ 
powers and. roots; be familiar with scientific notation; 
know lipw to compute meant median and mode; 
understand ratios and and proportions; be familiar with 
rounding and estimation; and, be familiar with numbers 
written in basei? other" than ten. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains ^ 
on^ disk and a 13-page manuaL Each process is explained 
in a tutorial, followed Jby drill and practice. Students 
receive feedback and additional remediation after each 
wrong answer. ' , - 

Estimated student time required: if used as a 

tutorial* a great investment of time is denvanded: 45 
minutes to I hour per unit. If used for drill and practice: 
BO minutes per unit. 

POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used as review' 
fol* students who have mastered these skills in a classroom 
settingr^ 

^AJOU STRENGTHS: There is a good management 
sy5teni.;,The information in the program is accii?kteJ 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: There is too much text and no ' 
use of sound or graphics. The program looks like pages 
. from a tex^tbook. The e^lanations are often confusing, 
I and the answer format is not clearly indicated. Feedback 
messages are very uncleaf. The difficulty level appears 
to be higher than 7-9th grade. The amount of information 
covered in each unit is too great given the limited 
explanation. Vocabulary specific to particular tasks is nc.t 
defined. The review of incorrect responses uses the same 
examples. Sometimes in multiple choice questions, 
options are^ot listed on the screen. \ 

- OTHER COMMENTS: Pencil and paoeir is demanded for " 
answering many- of the questions. This^is not indicated in ' 
the program or supplemental material^ The 
documentation is inSdequate. This program simulates 
workbook activity, but docs not utilize a^iy of the 
computer capabilities that^could be applied. 



^ EVALUATION SUMMARY 
si SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 




• 








Content has educational value. 


• 










Co\itcnt Is free of stcreptypca. 




• 








Purpoic of package is well defined. 








• 




Package achieves defitted purpose. 












Content prcsentacion is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 








• 




Graphics/iound/color are used appropriately. 








• 




Use of package is mottvadonal. 








• 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feeddfack is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 







• 






Learner controls rate anil sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. \ 






• 






Learning can be generalized. \ 












User support materials are comprehenstvc. 












Usc^r support materials are^ effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and independently " 












Teachers can employ package easily. 






• 






Computer capabilities are used appropriately 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA-Strontly Affee A-Af{re<' D«Oiusrer SD-Stron|!v DiMicrce NA-Not Applicable 



Evaluatops indicated that they would not use or recomnriend use of this package. 
Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 2, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics 1. 




Nonhwcst Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W. Sixth Avenue • Portland. Oregon 97204 

(503) 248^800 



t PI y4 evaluation is based on the evalmitiuns of three or more revie«i;ers 

-^yj X who are rcprfstfntative of poc^ntiol lucrs o/the cours«fivare package. 

Permission* to reproduce this document is hcrebv granted. 



micr«)|SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Siiellagraph 

VERSlOii; Apple ^ 
'PRODUCER; 'DesignWare f 



175 Berry Street " 
San Francisco, C A 94107 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the staff and 
constituents of Oregon^Total Information System (OTIS), 

Eugene, Oregon. 
COST^ $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 1 through 8 * 

SUBJECT: Language Arts 

TOPIC: Spelling ' ' 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in- disk 

REQUIRED HARDWARE; 48K Applet, lie. He, single 

3lak drive, monitor. r Also available for Atari, IBM-PC and 

IBM-PCjr, and Commodore p4. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: 'Appl^ft, DpS 3.3 » 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation 
INSTRUCTIONAL TEQHNIQUES: Drilled practice, 
game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — program 
operating instructions* In supplementary materials — 
suggested grade/abflity leveKs), instructional objectives, 
sample program output, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information, student's .instructions, follow-up 
activities. ' ^ ^ • 

INSTRUCTION AL^bBJECTIVES:J[STATED) To motivate 
children to be good spellers 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 



4^ 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contains 
one diskette, a 28-page User's Guide. When playing 
Spellagraph, children select the spelling list they want to 
use in the game. They can see. the words on the screen 
before th'ey begin' to play. Just as teachers use the word 
in a sentence during spelling tests, the Spellagraph 
. program presents a sentence with the word missing. The 
^pl^'er must decide which of the spelling words completes 
the sentence anv4 then spell the word corr,ectly. If the 
word is niisspelled,^^he computer shows the correct 
spelling, and the player tries to spell it again. Examples 
of word lists are: Short a Sound, Consonants K and C, 
Short i Sound, and so forth. There is a selection of words 
for grades 2 through 8. The student's own spelling words 
ceui be stored on a separate diskette and use<' with 
Spellagraph also. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: This is a driU 
and practice program. Tinje would depend upon 
preparation and student differences. 

• POTENTIAL USES: DriU and practice by individual 
students. ^ 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: This package is fairly well done. 
The graphics are good* Fourth and fifth graders were 
motivated for a periojd of time. Negative (wrong) 
responses were handled wclL 

. ' » v. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program is somewhat 
repetitious. It needs more context sentences. Entering' 
new word lists was sIqw. . ^ 

OTHER COMMENTS: This package helps students to 
learn spelling words. 



ERIC 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SAADSDNA ^ 













Content is.accuratc. 












Content has^educationjil value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is Well defined. 












Pac^ajtc achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Gfaphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 












Use of package is motivaiional. " ^ 












Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A DSDNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 


— 


• 

— 








Instruction integrates with jirio^ learning. 








V " 




Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive * 




• 








User support materials are effective. 




• 








Information displays are effective. 




• 


— 


— 




Users can operate eastiv a^tj'indeppndeH\lv 


■ — 1 










Teachers can employ package easilv. i 




• 








Computer capabilities a^re used appropnaiciv ^ 


• 


1 






Program is reliabic in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. \ 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to^l (Low). 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 

300 SAV. Sixth Avenue • Portland, Oregon ^7204 1 H 

1501) 248.6800' ^\JO 



This ei'aluuiion is based un the eialuanons «i/ ihree nr more revietyert 
who are repre5eniaiive»o/ ()oieniia( users o/ ihe courseware pdwkuise. 

Permiwion to reproduce this document is herebv f^ranied. 



microfepT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Speiling Worksheet Generator 

VERSION: Apple 



PRODUCER? 



Sterling Swift Publishing Co. 
7901 South IH-35 
Austin, TX 78744 



' EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Region X ESC, 
Richardson, Texjas. , 

COS-ft $49.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 1 through 12 
SUBJECT: Language Arts 
TOPIC: SpeUing 

I^EDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
. REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple D, 11+ or Re, 
Epson printer, single disk drive, monitor 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard ^ 
instruction, remediation, instructional 
management 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, utility 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE^ In 
supplementary materials — Sample program 
output, program operating instructions, teacher's 
information, lesson plan. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: The student will 
become more familiar with his/her spelling words 
and spell them correctly. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 













Content is accurate. 












Cdntcnt hat educational value. 












Contend U free of stcrcotypcv 












Purpose of packaie is well defined. 












Packast achievct defined purpose. 












Content prctenution is clear and lotical. 












Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 












Graphics/ioutwi/color arc \jscd appropriately. 










• 


Use of package it motivational. 












Student creativity is effectively stimi-lated,^ 










m 


Fetdbaek is effectively employed. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None stated. 

COTJTENT AND STRUCTURE: It consists of a 
disk and a teacher^s manual. There are example 
worksheets and a lesson plan for introducing the 
worksheets. This package creates spelling 
Worksheets froni lists of words you have typed 
into the computer. After you type in a list of 
words, the comf{)uter will scramble the words, 
make you a erytogram frpm the words, or list the 
words with blanks inserted. The worksheets are 
printed using easy-to-read, double-width print and 
they can be duplicated and given to an entire 
class. Typing, editing and deleting lists of words 
is quick and easy. You set the difficulty level of 
each worksheet. You may create various headings 
that will appear on the worksheets, and keys may 
be printed on separate sheets. 

ESTIMATED STUDENl TIME REQUIRED: This ^ 
depends on the length and type of word list 
generated by the teacher. It will take the teacher 
10 minutes to type in words. 

POTENTIAL USES: Teachers can use this 
program to create spelling games for the' entire 
class. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS:^ If you use this type of 
worksheet, this program is an effective way to 
produce materials-* The three methods offered to 
change the words adfds variety. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The word length is 
^ limited to 15 Mters and only 40 words can be 
entered at a time. / 



SA A D SDNA 











• 


Learner controls rate and sequence. 










• 


Inst^ction integrates with prior learning 










• 


Lcaniinic can be teneralized. 












Us9r support materi>U are comprehensive 












User support! roaterlals are effective. 








< 




Information displavs are effective. 












Users can operate easily and indepenJentlv" 












Teachfcn can employ package easily 












Computer capabilities are used apprtcipriaiciv 












Program is reliable in normal use 



Evalua tors. indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no 
change. 

• * 
Summary: Scale from 5 (Ijigh) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 3. 



ERIC 



Nonhwest Retional Educational Laboratory 

3O0 SAV. Sbcth Avenue • Portland. Oreion 97204 

(503) 248^00 



This evaiuaiion is based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
1 0 fJ *vhaorc reprcscntotivc of potentiol users of thf^our$c%^re package. 

Permission to reproduce this document ts hereby granted. 
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niicrolsiFT COURSEWARE EVAjUATION 



Sports Problems III 

VERSION; Apple 

PRODUCER: . InteUectual Software 
798 N Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06606 

EVALUAT[On"C0IV|PLETED: December 1984by-the 
staff and c^tituents of Lehigh University, Bethlehem, 

Pennsylvania* 

• * 

Q0STi;$39*95 , ... 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 through 9 > 
SUBJECTS Mathematics ' 
TOPIC: Problem Solving 
MEDIUM OP TRANSFEP: S-lKiiU disk 
"REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple n,:n+, <jr He, single 
disk drive, monitor, printer <^tionaL 
INSTRUCTIO N Ms- PURPOSE: Remediation. 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and practice, 
tutorial, problem solving. 

DOCUMENTATION AV'AILABLEi vIn program — 
student's instructions In supplementary material — 
suggested grade/ability level, instructional oajectives, ■ 
sample prograjn output, program operating instructions, 
teacher's information. 

* 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To teach 
students how to solve mathematical word problems in a 
logical step by step method. 

.CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package Mntain5 
one disk and an 8-page Teacher's ManuaL It Includes 
math word problems with high Interest to young sports 
fans. AH problems are based on sports* Math skills 
involved include: multiplication and division, addition 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDI4a * 



• 










Content is accu^tc. 




• 








Content hu educational value. 




• 








Content Is free of stercorypd. 




• 








Purpose of packace is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves deHned puq^ose. 






• 






Content presenution ii clear and lotical. 












Difficulty level it appropriate to audience. 








• 




Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 








• 




Use ofjpacka(e is mpdvadonal. 








• 




Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively employed. 



and subtraction of decimals and fractions, calculation 
of percentages, and multiplication and division of 
fractions and decimals. Each problem is attacked and 
explained on a step^>y-step basis* Ten separate 
programs are included on one disk. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: One 
half-hour per day for 10 schoql days. The teacher can 
set the criteria for mastery, so this^ could change. 

POTENTIAL USES: T;his package must be used as a 
supplement to claissroom instruction. Individual 
students Interested in sports but struggling with math 
word problems may find this slightly more motivational 
than textbook problems. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The results of work are shown to 
the teacher and student. There is a good management 
system included. The student can work at his/her own . 
pace. The student is given immediate results for the . 
lesson completed. The teacher can alter the 
percentage necessary for mastery of a lesson. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The program Is aU text| no 
visual stimulation. A textbook-type Voblem book". 
Option 'shift' #2 in the management system is 
defective. A maximum of 10 students can be recorded , 
on the maiiagement system at any one time. 

OTHE-^ COMMENTS: Graphics as a reward would 
help. Sports related information might not motivate or 
interest all students. 



SA A •DSDNA 







• 






Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Initruciion InteRcatei with prior leaminR. 




• 








Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User iiupport materials ard CQmprel;iiemive. 




• 








LV: support materials arc cffccnvc. 






m 






Information dUptaya arc effective. 




• 








Users can operate casUy and Independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 








m 




Computer capabilities are used appropnatelv. 




• 








Program is reliable in normal use. 



Evaluators indicated that they would^use or recommend use of this package only if certain 
changes were made. 

Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 

Content - 3, Instructional CJharacteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 2. 
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micr^IFT COPRSEWARE EVALUAXION 



Thj.' aKena uivd fut this c-whiuHon fuic Ki-n citstutniit'J ioiwc^mmi hLsc SCIENCE l.<JU^^^KlIf^' 



T. Kex 

VERSION: Appl^ 
PRODUCER: 



Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
383 Madison Avenue 
Nevy York, NY 10017 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 1985 by the 
^taff and constituents of Jefferson County ^ 
Schools, Lakewood, Colorado, and Northwest 
Regional Educational Laboratory, Portland, 
Oregon. 

COST: $49.95 

ABILITY LEVELj Grades 5 through 12 
SUBJECT: Sciences 
TOPIC: Life Science 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER; 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple n+, He or 
lie, single disk drive, color monitor. 64 K is 
recommended.- Also available for the IBM-PC and 
Commodore 64. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, 
^ DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 



EVALUATION SUMMARY. 
SA A D SD NA 









Content is accurate// ' 








Content represents current knowledpe of subject. 








Science issues presented objectively. 








Content has educational value. 








Science processes well integrated into packa{;e- 








Content is free of stereotypes. 








Purpose of package is welt defined. 








Package tichleves defined purpose. 








Content presentation is clear and>loRical. 








Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 








The package makes good use of computer time. 








Graphics/sound/color are used appropnatelv^ 


• 






Use of package Is motlvaticinah 



INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Simulation, 
micro world, game 

OTHER FEATURE& None identified^ 
SCIENCE PROCESSES INVOLVED: Acquiring - 
information, interpreting information, using the 
Scientific Method, and decision making. 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
student^s instructions. In supplementary materials 
— suggested grade/ability level(s), sample 
program output, program operating instructions, 
teachdr^s information, student's instructions, 
student worksheets, follow-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To develop an understanding of the survival needs 
and dangers experienced by a Tyrannosaurus Rex; 
to explore possible answers ta the question of 
"Why did the dinosaurs die?" ^ 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Prior instruction on dinosaurs. 



connnitcd on hjd\ ^ 



SA A D SDNA 



SA-Strontly Agree A-^^r^ D*DlsaKree 







• 






Student creativity b effectively 5timulatcd. 




• 








Feedback is effectively employed. 












Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction integrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 




• 








User support materials are comprehensive. 




• 








User suppon materials are etfecttve. . 












Package compon^snis arcdufable. 




• 








Informatioji displays arc effective. 






• 






Usen can operate easily and independently 






• 






Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are usi^appropnately. 




• 








Program is reliable in normailKe. 

' — 71 \ 1 



_ — — — 

Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. v 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low)* 

Content - 3, Instructional Characteristics - 2, Technical Characteristics - 4. 
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TTitf cntena uj^d /or i/uj civzluoncm fiSw fceen cusromitd to uccomnuxfore SClENCEcouT««/atc. 



Rex, continuec), 



CONTENT,AND STRUCTURE: T« Rex contains 
two disks, dv48-page User's Guide, a quick help 
card, and a set of eighteen reproducible student 
Activity masters. The introduction disk contains a 
demonstration. T. Rex is an adventure game 
where the user plays the role of Tfyrannosaurus 
Rex. The object is to keep T. Rex alive by 
hunting prey and exploring different 
environments. The user monitors food, water, 
energy, temperature, speed, and health levels to 
nnake decisions concerning the appropriate action 
to take. T. Rex encounters four other dinosaurs 
andean explore five environments. The packag^/^^^^^^-^ 
includes a save game feature. 

POTENTIAL USE& This package would best 'be 
used in a snyall group of highly motivated children 
for enrichment purposes. ^^..^ 

ESTIRHaTED student TIME REQUIRED: 2-5 
hours to master the learning objectives. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program allows the 
user to modify conditions and cfi^hge-variable^ in * 
the environment. It is highly motivational and has - 
good graphics. 

/ MAJOR WEAKNESSES: A color monitor is 

necessafy. It is difficult to operate and change 
* variables, and takes a lot of time to get started 

a^nd understand the game. It is only usable by an 

individual and has very little classroom 

application. 

OTHER COMMENTS: I would not recommend this 
program for classroom use; only for use by a 
highly motivated individual with lots\)f time. 




/ 
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micro SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



' Voyage of the I^limi: Introduction 
■vfs to Computing 

VERSION: Apple . , 

PRODUCER: Holt, Rinehart and Winston- 
383 Madison Avenue 
- New York, NY 10017 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1985 by the 
' staff and constituents of the Institute for' 
Educational Research, Glenn EUyn, Illinois. 

COST: $122.25 per learrting module 

* f 

^ ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 8 ^ 
Vi SUBJECT: Computer Science 
TOPIC: Programming 
^ MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 64K Apple n Family, 
single disk drive, monitor. Also available for 
Commodore 64, IBM 'PC, TRS-80 lyiodels III and 
IV^. 

BACK UP POLICY: Backup-disks are provided in 
the package. \ ' * 

INSTRUCTIONAL PtfilPOSE: Standard 
instruction * 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, problem 
solving. ^ ^ 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program ~ 
program ogerating instructions. In supplementary 
material — suggested grade/ability level, 
instructional objectives, program operating 



instructions, teacher's information, 
resource/reference information, student's 
instructions, student worksheets. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
give students the experience of Turtle Geometry 
andiComputer Programming in a structured but 
open-ended environment. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES:' None Stated. 

CONTENT^AND STRUCTURE: The learning 
module package comes with two disks, two 
back-up disks, a Teacher's Guide, and twenty-five 
student workbooks. There are seven games in the 
module, each exploring a particular geometric or 
programming concept. The games are sequential, 
building on the student's knowledge of Turtle 
Graphics. Two of the games are designed for 
student practice. The learning module is one of 
four in the "Voyage of the Mimi" series, which 
also includes "Maps and Navigation," "Whales and 
Their Environment" and "Ecosystems." The 
modules also work in conjunction with "The 
Voyage of the Mimi" book and television series. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Complete use of this package would require a two 
to three week span of time including 20-30 
minutes daily. 

Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUM^IARY 
SA A D SDNA 



SA 



• 










Concent is accurate. 




• 








Concent ha^ educational value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 






• 






Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 


3— 




J 






Content prcsenution is clear and logical. 




• 








DifficulCY level is appropriate to audience. 


• 










Graphics/sound/color are used appropriately. 


• 










Use of package is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 




# 








Feedback is effectively emploved^^ 



D SDNA 



1 










Learner controls rate and sequence. \ 


! 










*lnstniction integrates with prior leaminc. 1 


n 










Learning can be generalized. ! 


1 










User support materials are comprehensive. 1 


i 










User support materials are effective. i 


u 










Information displavs are effective. I 


1 










Users can operate easily and Independent^ i 












Teachers can employ package easily, ' 1 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately, i 


r 


• 




i 


Program Is reliable In normal use. 



SA-$trontlv Affce A-Atrc< D-OiMtrec SD-Stron^lv DImU" NA-Not Appluable 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend this package with little or no 
change. * x 



Summary: Scale 5 (High) to 1 (Low) 
Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics 



3, Technical Characteristics - 4. 



/ 
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miciyjSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



/ 



Voyage of the Mimi: Introduction to Computing, 
continued , 



POTENTIAL USES: This package could be used as 
an introduction to programming with LOGO, 
'although one questioi^ why LOGO itself should 
not be used, thereby making this package 
superfluous. If LOGO was not used and a brief 
introductory unit on Turtle Graphics was desired, 
this would fit the biU nicely! 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The help screens for angle 
and distance are outstanding. Also, the ability to 
see the define^^procedure at the same time it is 
executed is very helpful to the learner. The 
screen designs are excell^t, giving the user 
valuable information andtileahack as they do the 
-activities. 

MAJOR WEAKNESS: Objectives ar^ not 
clearly stated and specified. There is some 
question whether games limit ttie exploratory 
value of LOGOII The first half of the manual was 
not appropriate nor did it add any value to the 
software or latter half of the manuaL 

OT^HER COMMENTS: If time did not permit 'ax> 
indepth experience with LOGO, this package 
could be used as an alternative. It is questionable 
whether seventh and eighth graders would 
maintain an interest in the program beyond the 
first few uses. This program should be tried by' 
the students in districts considering purchase. 



/ 
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micro^IFT COURSEmRE EVALUATION ' 



Word Benders — Phrases, A-1 

VERSION: Apple 

PRODUCER: Midwest Publications 
P.O. Box 448 

Pacific Grove, CA 9395(r 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by thfe 
staff and constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, 
Texas. 



COST! $39.95 



ABILITY LEVEL: ' Grades 4 through 1 2 

SUBJECT: Language Art§ . 

TOPIC: Vocabulary, Spelling 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIRED HARDWAREi 48K Apple H, n+, or 

lie, single disk drive, monitor. 

REQUIRED SOFTVJARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction, enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 

practice, tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program 
stUdent^s instructions. In supplementary materials 
— instructional objectives, resource/reierence 
information, student's instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
promote vocabulary building and spelling skills. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Students need to-be reading at 
fourth grade level or above. ■ * 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE; This package 
consists of one diskette and an information sheet. 
It involves deductive thinking skill puzzles which 
promote vocabulary building and spelling skills. 
As students proceed through each puzzle, new 
words emerge. The gamelike format encourages 
students to recognize and change word roots, 
prefixes, and suffixes to create new words* Since 
the program features subtle changes in letters, 
correct spelling is crucial. The puzzle encourages 
students to check spelling and meanings in their 
dictionaries to confirm correct answers. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 
Fifteen minutes per day 

^TENTIAL USES: The package would be most 
^ sucC^fuHynsed as a reinforcing or enriching 
activity or perhaps for gifted learners* For 
Others, teacher assistance would be necessary to 
use the program. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: It provides a good ^ 
enrichment activity, and the game format is 
motivationaL 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: One of the main 
I weaknesses is the screen display of text. Also, it 
may be too difficult for a fourth grade student. 
The character fonts are difficult to read. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 



SA 


A 


D SDN A 














Content is accurate. 












Content has educational value. 












Content is free of stei^types. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 












Package achieves defined purpose. 












Content presentation is clear and logical. 












OifficulcY level is appropriate to audience. 






• 






Graphica/sound/color are used appropriately. 












r Use of package is motivational. 






t 






Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedbaick is effectively employed. 





SA A D SdNA 













Learner controls rate and sequence. 












Instruction intecrates with prior learning. 












Learning can be generalized. 












User support materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials are effective. 






• 






Information displays are effective. 












Users can operate easily and Independently. 












Teachers canjyjlploy package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately 












Program is reliable In normal use. 



SA«Stron(lv .Acr<e .\*Atree D^Diutree SD-Strontlv DiMiree N A • Not Applicable | 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. , 

Summary; Sckte'lkc^iS-^igh) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 4, Inst ructriona*teharact eristics - 4, Technical Characteristics - 3. 
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inicr.o|SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Word Blenders - Similarities, C-1 



VERSION: Apple 



PRODUCER: 



Midwest Publications 

P.O. Box 448 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1985 by the 
staff and constituents of Region IV ESC, Houston, 

Texas. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL:. Grades 4 through 12 - ' 

SUBJECT: Language Arts 

TOPIG Vocabulary, Spelling 

MEDIUM OFTRANSFEil: 5-1/4 in. disk 

REQUIREIJHARDWARE: 48K Apple n, n+, or 

He, single disk drive, monito:. 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard 

instruction, enrichment 

INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 

practice, problem solving 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program " 
program operating instructions, student's 
instructions. In supplementary materials •— 
instructional objectives, program operating 
instructions, resource/reference information, 
student's instructions. 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: '(STATED) To 
promote vocabulary building and spelling skills* 

' INSTRUCTION AL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) Fourth grade reading ability is 
necessary. 

' CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
consists of one diskette ^nd an information sheet. 
The software involves deductive thinking skill 
puzzles which promote vocabulary building-and 
spelling skills. Students are encouraged to • 
recognize and change word roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes* 

ESTIMAT&D STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 10-15 
minutes^ 

POTENTIAL USES: The program is probably 
better used by older students than by those .at ' 
fourth grade level, as each word is a trial and 
error situation derived from the given 
definitions. It might also be appropriate for 
gifted younger students. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The program is very good 
for vocabulary building and promotes deductivQ 
reasoning skills. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The poorest feature in 
the program is the screen layout. The text is 
difficult to read and would prove both difficult 
and frustrating, especially for younger students. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDKA 



• 










Content is accurate. 




• 








Content hat educational value. 


• 










Content is free of stereotypes. 












Purpose of package is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content pres^nution is clear and logical* 




• 








(Difficulty level is appropriate to audience. 




m 








Grapl^/sound/color are used appropriately. 






• 






Use of packaiit is motivational. 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 






• 






Feedback is effectively employed. 



SA A D SD NA 











Learner controls rate and sequence. 










Instruction integrates with prior Icarnirtg. 












Learning can be generalized. 






• 






User support materials are comprehensive. 












User support materials are effective. 












« Information displays are effecnve. 






• 






Users can operate eaailv and independently 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 












Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA ^ Strontlv Airec A*Acrce D-Diucrce ^0-Str<r>n|lv Diuftrec NA* Nuc Appiuahle 



Evaluators indicated that they v/ould use or reconamend use of this package with little or 
no change. 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (Low). 

Content - 5> Instructional Characteristics 4, Technical Characteristics -4. 
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"Wordfinder 

VERSION: Comnjodore 64 



PRODUCER: 



Holt, Rinehart and Winston 
3&3 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: July 198? by th,e 
staff and constituents of Oregon Total " * 
Information System (OTIS), Eugene; Oregon, and 
the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory, 
Portland, Oregon. f 

COST: $34.95 / 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 through 1 2 
SUBJECT: Language Arts 
TOPIC: Vocabulajcy 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Commodore 64, single 
disk drive, color monitor. Also available for 64K 
Apple II, II+, lie, or IIq, and 64 K IBM-PC of PCjr. 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichmenf 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECH NIQUES? Game 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
students instructions. In supplenrientary materials 
— sugge^ed grade/ability leveKs), instructional 
objectives, sample program output, program 
operating instructions, teacher's information. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFEiIrED) 
To ttiild vocabulary and improve spelling* 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: Koncstated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
contains one diskette, an 8-page User's Guide and 
an evaluation form. WORDEINDER is designed to 
help students learn new words and new meanings 
of familiar wQrds. It will extend students' 
vocabulary while providing an enjoyable and 
challenging task. To start the game, s'elect a 
keyword. Then use all or some of the letters in 
the keyword to make other words, callecl 
subordinate words, '^he keywords were chosen 
with three criteria ^n mind: first, their probable . 
familiarity to most readers; se<\ond, the great 
variety of vowel and consonant icomblnat ions; and 
third, Jthe use of each letter in the alphabet. The 
subordinate words, or words thlt can be 
.constructed from each of the Rewords, range in 
difficulty, length, reference, 4nd ability to 
surprise. This disk includes 24 keywords and more 
than 1,500 subordinate words. In additioii, 
definitionsjare provided for more than 1,000 of ' 
the mOTe difficult or complex words* 

E;STIIVIA;r?D STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 20 
minutes per session.^ 

POTENTIAL USES:' One or two students can use 
this program effectively* It can be used to 
supplement vocabulary development and spelling. 



Continued on back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
SA A D SDNA 





• 








Content is accurate. 


• 










Content has educational value. 




• 








Content is free of stereotypes.. 












Purpose of packac'e is well defined. 




• 








Package achieves defined purpose. 




• 








Content presentation is clear and logical. 




• 








Difficulty level is appropriate^co audience. 




• 








Graphics/sound/co!or are used appropriately. 




• 








^it of package is modvationaU 




• 








Student creativity is effectively stimulated. 












Feedback is effectively employed. 













Learner controls 


(fie and sequence. 












Instruction integ; 


i^s with prior learning. 










T 


Learning can be) 


^neralized. 






• 






User support materkls are compr^ensive. 












User support materials are effective. 












Information displays are effective. 












User9 Can operate easily a^hid independentlv. 












Teachers can employ package easily. 












Computer capabilities are used appropriately. 






• 






Program is reliable in normal use. 



SA 'Strontty Axree A*AKree D-DiM|ree SO-^ironnlv Ol»a«ree NA-Not 4\pplkablc 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or 
no change. - - , % 

Summary: Scale from 5 (High) to 1 (I^ow). ' ' ^ ^ 

Content - 4, Instructional Characteristics - 3, Technical Characteristics - 3* 
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Wordfinder, continued 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: • The graphics are good. ; 
The for mat -is motivationaL This program offers 
good practice for students in upper 
elementary/middle school who^want to develop 
critical skill' and problem solving techniques. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: ThQ program is very slow 
loading and slow to accept typed letters. The 
time resets whenever the user gets a word right. 
It did not-always accept.correct answers. The 
tejct is in upper case. No activities are provided 
in the manual* Some negative feedback is given 
when non-letter keys are pressed. 

OTHER C0MMENT5: It would be better if 
students or teachers could put in their own 
keywords. 



Northwctt Rcfional Educational Laboratory 

300 S.W.Sbtth Avenue • Portland Oregon 97204 

'503) 248^00 



ERIC 



This evaluation it based on the evaluations of three or more reviewers 
who are representative of potential users of the coursevfare package. 

Permission to reproduce this document is hereby framed. 



115 



HRD 
AP 



TITLE 



mt OF HICROSIFT R£VIEHS: HRD 
PRODUCER LEVEL 



ADDITION AND SUBTRACTIOH 6AHEC0 ^ E 

ADDITION AND SUBTRACTIOH, 6-10 CONP ED P 

ADDITION L08ICIAN ^ HECC . P 

AKABRffllAS HISPANOAKERICANQS 6ESSLER ' , K 

JAirSTREET STORYBOOK NINDSCAPE ' E 

BASIC SKILLS C^lUfiSEIIAREi SRD 3 LANG-FORD P 

BASIC SKILLS COURSENAREi GRD 5/~ LANG-FORD E 

BASIC SKILLS CQURSEKAREi-GRl) 9 LANG-FORD H 

BEGINNING CONSONANTS AND COHP ED P 
ENDING CONSONANTS 



SUB 



HA 

5k AF 
HA\^ 
FL 

HA LA 
HA LA 
HA LA 



TOPIC 

ARITHHETIC 
ARITKHETIC 
AB^HHETIC 
?PANISH 
NRITINe 
HISC. 
HISC. 
HISC. 



READING 



S^T 

U 
14 
13 
13 
U 
14 
t4 
14 

14 



.ERIC 



BUZZ, BANS, HARVEY 


INTEL SOFT 


E 


HA 


ARIIHHETIC 


14 


CREATURE CREATOR 


DESIGNHARE 


P 


CS 


PROORAnHUiG 


14 


DINOSAUR DAYS 


TYC 


E 


SC .' 


LIFE^EHCE 


14 


EARLY LEARNING SERIES: VOL. 1 


ED CONPR. 


P 


PR 


READINESS 


14 


ELECTRONIC STUDY gOiDE FOR 


MADSKORTH 


H 


HA 


TRleON&HETRY 


13 


TRI60NONETRY 












ENGLISH SAT II 


KICRO LAB 


H 


• 

LA 


HISC. 


14 


EXPLORING SORTING ROUTINES 


HECC 


H 


CS 


PRQERAHHING 


14 


EIPLORINS TABLES^AND GRAPHS 


' KEEK READ 


E 


HA 


GRAPHING 


13 


FAY: THAT HATH HONAN 


DIDATECfl 


P 


HA 


ARITHHETIC 


14 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE SERIES: LATIN 


ISL SOFTNR 


H H 


FL V 


LATIN- 


14 


FRACTION FUN NITH FRACTION HAN 


EDULIKK 


E 


HA" 


ARITHHETIC 


14 


GEOART 


VENTURA 


E H H 


HA 


6E0HETRY 


13 


GEOGRAPHY SERIES: HEM ENGLAND 


INTEL SOFT 


H 


SS 


GEOGRAPHY 


13 


GREEK HYTHOLOGY 


TYC 


H H 


LA 


LITERATURE 


14 


LA CORRIDA DE TOROS 


6ESSLER 


H H 


FL 


SPANISH 


13 


LEARN ABOUT NUH6ERS 


C i C SOFT 


P 


HA 


ARITHHETIC 


14 


LETTERS AND FIRST NORDS 


^ V C SOFT 


P 


PR 


READINESS 


14 


LINGUIST, THE 


-GESSLER 


H H 


_ FL 


HISC. 


13 


HATHEKATICS LIFE SKILLS, 


COHP AGE 


H H 


JIA 


■ ARITHHETIC 


14 



VOLUHE U HONEY HANA6ER 

HATHEHATICS MORD PROBLEKS - 
6RABE 1 

HIND BENDERS, Ai,'A2, AND A3 

HISSION: ALGEBRA 

HODERN tflOLOGY STUDY DISK 

MS CRUISES ET HOT SECRET 

NUMBER FARM 

OBSERVATORY, THE 

OSNOTIC PRESSURE 

PAYROLL SYSTEH: A^USINESS 
SINULATION 

PLATO FRENCH SERIES * 
•PLATO GERHAN SERIES 
PLATO SPANISH SERI^^ 
POKER LISTO 



INTEL SOFT 



ARITHHETIC 



116 



14 



HIDNEST PC 


H H 


PS 


LOGIC 


• 14 


DESIGNNARE 


H 


HA 


ALGEBRA 


13 


HOLT 


'h H 


SC 


BIOLOGY 




GESSLER 


H 


FL 


) FRENCH 




OLH 


P 


NA 


ARITHHETIC 


13 


LIGHTiPEED 


H 


SC 


ASTRONOMY 


13 


CONDUIT • 


H 


SC 


BIOLOGY 


13 


HECC 


i 

H 


BE 


ACCOUNTING 


14 


CNTRL DATA 


H H 


. FL 


FRENCH 


13 


CNTRL DATA 


H H 


FL 


GERMAN 


13 


CNTRL DATA 


H H 


FL 


SPANISH 


13 


GESSLER 


H H 


FL 


SPANISH 


14 



PAGE 1' 



S ' 



INDEX DF NICHOSIFT REVtEHS: HRD 




rtnU 


TttI C 


PRODUCER 


LEVEL 


SUB 




TOPIC 


SET 




POKER PARAT 


'6ESSLER 


H H 


FL 




GERKAN 


13 




PRACTICAL AL6EBRA: ALGEBRA 


INTEL SOFT 


H 


HA 




ALGEBRA 


14 




HORD PROBLEKS 


• 












PRACTICAL 6E0HE7RY SERIES; 


INTEL SOFTv 


H 


HA 




GEONETRY 


14 




TRIANGLES 














PRACTICAL BRANHAR PART I: 


INTEL SOFT 


H 


LA 




GRAHHAR 


13 




PRINCIPAL PARTS-flF VERBS 
















'practical Bmrnt cohplex 


INTEL SOFT 


H 


LA 




GRAKHAR 


13 




SENTENCES - ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 














rncawnUUL HtilVlilca rUK 


ED L ACTV 


P 


PR 




READINESS 


^ • A 














% 


- 




rUntuflaC rullCn 


CUflP fwc 


n H 






ARITHNETIC 


14 




DATtn Aun PDnpn'jYTny 

nflflU HnU rnUrUifllUn 


tU I ACTV 


H H 


KA 




ARITHHEJIC 


13 




KEADINb flDVcNlUKc 1 


INTEL SOFT 


P 


LA 




READING 


13 






MTnuccT on 
nil/Rcai rt 


y 

n 


1 A 

LR 




nrAn vy 

HEADIrB 


14 




CAUTA CC TDAll 

aflrim rt infltL 


ED L ftCTV 


run 

E n H 


ss 




HISTORY 


14 




SAVOIR ECRIRE 


GESSLER - 


E 


FL 




FREHCH 


13^ 




SPANISH VOCABULARY 6ANE 


INTEL SOFT 


H H 


FL 




SPANISH 


14 




\ 

U 












QPPPTAI TnPirc TU HATUPNUTTPC* 
SrCUiHL lUrtla in nHincnRiltai 


INTcL aOri 


fl n 


\ fifl 




Air* r*nn A 

ALGEBRA 


14 




OHaca umcn inHn ten 














CPCI 1 ACDADU 
grCLLfloKflrn 


UcSIofiKHnc 


P E 


1 A 

LA 




SELLING 


14 




arcLllno NuKKaHccT oEnEnAIQK 


. 5TER SHIFT 


E H H • 


LA 




/SPELLING 


14 




SPORTS PROBLEMS III 


INTEL SOFT 


H • 


HA 


y 


PROBLEH SOLVING 


14 




T. REX . ^ 


HOLT 


H H 


SC 




LIFE SCIENCE 


14 




7DAP»A«>7nTn 
infir*ft tUlu 


DESIGXilflRE 


E H H 


HA 




GEOHETRY 


13 




■ U.S. GEOGRAPHY fiUIZ 


INTEL SOFT 


H H 


SS 




GEOGRAPHY 


* 13 




VOCABULARY 'ADVENTURE I 


INTFL SOFT 


^ E 


LA 




VOCABULARY 


'\l3 




; ■ VOYAGE OF THE HIHI: " 


.HOLT 


H 


CS 




PROGRAKHINS 


14 




INTRODUCflON TO CGHPUTING 
















VORD BENDERS - PHRASES, at 


NTHUPQT CP 

nil/iicai rt 


n n 


1 A 


\ 


VUCflBuLARY 


14 




NORD BENDERS-SIHILARITIES, CI 


HIDVEST PC 


H H 


LA 




VOCABULARY 


^4 


CO 


MORDFINDER 


HOLT 


H H 


LA 




VOCABULARY 


14 


R5 


ANDY AND THE Hft7H-A-SIZER 


ALADDIN 


E 


HA 




ARITHHEl'IC 


14 



ERIC 



117 



PAGE 2 



SUB TOPIC 



BE ACCOUNTING 
CS PROERAHHIXe 

J! 



FL FRENCH 

6ERHAN 

LftTiN 
HISC. 
SPAHISH 



LA eRANllAR 



/ 

LITERATURE 

HISC. 

READING 



. SPELLING 
VOCABULARY 

' NRITING 
»A ALGEBRA 



ARITKHETIC 




mi OF HtCfiOSlFT REVIEVSi SIJ 



TITLE 




HRD . 


LEVEL 


PAYROLL SYSTEH: ft BUSINESS 


HECC 


AP 


H 


SIHULATIQH 








EIPLOBING SORTING ROUTINES 


HECC 


AP 


H 


CREATURE CREATOR 


DESIENMARE 


AP 


P 


VOYAGE OF THE MIHI: 


HOLT 


AP 


K 


INTRODUCTION TO COHPUTING 








PtATO FRENCH SERIES 


CHTRL DATA 


AP 


H H 


SAVOIR ECfiIRE 


GESSLER 


AP 


E 


HOTS CROISES ET HOT SECRET 


GESSLER 


(fi 


* H 


PLATO GERHAN SERIES 


CNTRL DATA 


AP 


H H 


POKER PARAT 


/ SESSLER 


AP 


H H 


FOREIGN LANGUA6E SERIE^^ LATIN 


ISL SDFTNR 


AP 


H H 


LINGUIST, THE 


GESSLER 


AP 


H H 


SPANISH VOCABULARY GAME 


« IHTEL SOFT • 


AP 


H H 


POKER LISTO 


GESSLER 


AP 


H H 


PLATO SPANISH SERIES 


CNTRL DATA 


AP 


H H 


ANA6RAHAS HISPANOAKERICANOS 


^ BESSLER 


AP 


H H 


LA CORRIDA DE TOROS 


GESSLER 


'AP 


H H 


PRACTICAL 6RAHHAR PART I: 


Intel' soft 


AP 


H 


PRINCIPAL PARTS OF VERBS 








PRACTICAL 6RAHHAR: COMPLEX 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


H 


SENTENCES - ADJECTIVE CLAUSES 








GREEK HYTHOLOGY 


TYC 


AP 


h H 


ENGLISH SAT II 


HICRO bAB 


AP 


H 


READING KLOOZ 


HIDNEST PC 


AP 


H 


BEGINNING CONSONANTS AND 


COHP ED 


AP 


P 


ENDING CONSONANTS 








READING ADVENTURE I . 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


P 


SPELLING NORKSHEET GENERATOR 


STER SHIFT 


AP 


E HH 


SPELLAGRAPH 


DES16NKARE 


AP 


P E 


HORD BENDERS - PHRASES, At 


HIDHEST PC 


AP 


K H 


NORDFINDER 


HOLT . 


CO , 


H H 


VOCABULARY ADVENTURE I 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


E 


m BENDERS-SIHILARITIES, C-1 


NIDNEST PC 


AP 


H H 


BANK STREET STORYBOOK 


HINDSCAPE 


AP 


E n 


PRACTICAL ALGEBRA? ALGEBRA 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


H 


NORD PROBLEHS 


/ 






SPECIAL TOPICS IK HATHEHATICS: 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


H H 


BASES OTHER THAN TEN * 








HISSIONs ALGEBRA 


DESI6NKARE 


AP 


H 


ANDY AND THE KATH-A-SIZER 


ALADDIN 


RS 


E 


HATHEHATICS NORD PROBLEHS - 


INTEL^StlS^ 


NIP * 


P 


GRADE 1 









■ 

PAGE I 



INDEI OF niCMSIFT REVIEVS: 



SIJ 



Slffi 



KA LA 



PR 



PS 
SC 



SS 



TOPIC 


TITLE 


PRODUCER 


^ HRD 


LEVEL 


SET 




nAlncnATItS LIrt SkILLS| 


COUP AGE 


fir 


H H 


14 




l>ni IMC 1 • MfiyCV MAilACCD 












HtfUlliUn HflU SUDlnHLIiUtl 


cAMcrn 


AD 

fir 


c 


14 




PAV* TUAT MATU UnMAll 
rHi« InHI uRIn iUnflfi 


ninATcm 


AD 

fir 


r 


15 




rurvLnnaw ruicn 


tUnr Hbc 


AP 

sir 


n H 






{ PA&W APnilT IIIIMDCDC 

. LCRnn RoUUl NUnobKb 


L « u burl 


AD 


r 


14 




yilUOCp CADN 

nunoLn rRnn 


uLn 


AD 

fir 


r 


lo 




RATTn AUn DDnDnDTTnU 
nHliU Hnu rnUrUnliUn 


C!\>l APTU 


AD 

fir 




lo 




■ BUZZ, BAKG, HARVEY 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


E 


14 




FRACTION FUH KITH FRACTION KAN 


EDUIINK 


AP 


E 


14 




AnniTTflll AUft QIIPTDAI^TTnU i-lA 


tunP cD , 


AD 

fir 


n 

r 


14 




ADDITION LOGICIAN 


KECC 


AP 


p 


13 


GEONETRY 


TRAP-A-ZOID 


DESIGNMARE 


AP 


E K H 


13 




DDAPTfTAl CCnMCTDV CCDfCC* 


lUTCI cnCT 

INIcL bur 1 


' AD 

Rr 


H 


14 




TRIANGLES 












CCHADT 
OCURKl 


UCIiTIIDA 


AD 

Rr 


c u u 

c n H 


13 


8RAPHIN6 


EXPLORING TABLES AND GRAPHS 


NEEK READ 


AP 


E 


13 


PROBLEIt SOLVINS 


SPORTS PRQBLEHS III 


INTEL SOFT " 


.AP 


H 


14 


TDTRnunNPTPV 
IKlbUNUnCmi , 


/ CI crTonufr cTiinv ciiinc cno^ 
/ cLcLinUnlL blUUi bUlUt rUK 


uAncunoTU 


AD 
Rr 


H 


13 




. TRIGOHOHETRY 










NTCr 




Lfll(b"rUnU 


AD 

Or 


r 

c 


14 




BASIC SKILLS COURSEHARE: GRD 3 


■ LANG-FORD 


AP 


p 


14 




BASIC SKILLS COURSEHARE: GRD 9 


LANG-FORD 


AP 


H . 


14 


READINESS 


LETTERS AND FIRST KDRDS 


C I C SOFT 


AP 


P 


14 




EARLY LEARNING SERIES: VOL. 1 


ED CONPR 


AP 


P 


14 




rncsLnUUL HLllYlllca rUK * 


CnM APTU 


AD 

Rr 


D 
r 


14 




1 CADUTMC 




1 






1 nRir 

LUD lu 


NTun ^PuncDC ai ao auh &t 


MfnUCCT DP 

nlUicbT rC 


1 

AD • 

flr 


u u 

n H 


14 


ftSTRONONY . 


OBSERVATORY, THE 


LIGHTSPEEp 


AP 


H 


13 


BI0LQ8Y 


■ MODERN BIOLOSY STUDY DISK 


HOLT 


AP 


n H 


14 




nCMHTtr DDCCCIIDC 1 

UbnUIlL rntbaUnc ^ 


CONDUIT 


AO 
flP 


H 


13 


1 ICC cpiryrc 

Lire jLltntC 


T DCY 


HOLT 


AD 

fir 


M LI 

K H 


14 




ntUfl^llD RAVC 
UlNUbHUK UtiTa 


TVP 

lYC 


AD 

fir 


r 

c 


14 


GEOGRAPHY 


U.S. GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 


INTEL SCiFT 


AP 


K H 


13 




GEOGRAPHY SERIES: HEM ENGLAND 


INTEL SOFT 


AP 


K' 


13 


HISTORY 


SANTA FE TRAIL 


ED'L ACTV ' 


fip 


E H H 


14 



V 



ERIC 



lt9 

• PAGE 2 



